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PREFACE... 

nE Author of theſe Pa- 
pers has been often grieved | 
to fee ſuch a new ſort of 
Chriſtianity publiſh'd and 
propagated in the World, 

43 leaves out the propi- 
tiatory Sacrifice of our bleſſed Saviour, 
and the ſanctifying Operations of the 


Holy Spirit, which in his Efteem are 
two of the chief Glories. of the Goſpel. 


i 


or thoſe momentous Truths that ſet his 
Ven at work, and a juft Senſe of the In 
uence which theſe- Truths have upon al- 
moſt all that Piety and Virtue which can 
be called Chriſtian. _ 
a+. He 


He humbly hopes it was a fincere Zea! 


The PREFACE. 
Hie leaves it to more learned Wri- 
ters to manage this Controverſy in a Way 
of ftrift and regular Difþute, He hath 
choſen this manner of publiſhing his Sen- 
fiments, with ſome hope that they may be 
better accepted by thoſe who land in moſt 
need of them, and particularly by the po- 
lite Readers of the Age, who ſeek ſome- 
bing to entertain, as well as to inſtruct 
and profit. If there are any ſudden. 
Starts of Thought found here out of Place, 
any abrupt Sentences or Paragraphs 
without that logical Method or exact 
Connexion, which would be expected in 
a ſet Diſcourſe, let it be remember'd that 
this Book 1s but a ſort of Converſation- 
piece among a few private Friends, who 
pretend not to Theological Accuracies. 

As to the Names introduced in this 
Converſation, they arc not defign'd to re- 
preſent any particular Perſon Itving : i 
But if any of my Readers ſhould find 


their own Princi ples and their Character 


deſeribed under the Senti ments of Agrippa 
or Cavenor, the Author intreats them 
to believe that they are the Perſons 

for whoſe ſake he took this Pains, and he 


begs the Favour of them to read without i 
yp Pre- 
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The PREFACE. 


Prejudice or Parttality, and with a 
Temper of Mind ſuited to the Weight and 
Dignity of the Subject, and that they 
would make Scripture their only Fudge 
of Truth and Error in this Debate. And 
may the good Spirit of God render this 
little Diſcourſe uſeful to put ſome flap to the | 
Growth of theſe dangerous Opinions, to re- 
cover thoſe who are fallen into Error, and 
to eftabhiſh others who are wavering in 


ach important Points of the Chriſtian 


Faith, 
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ture, with Jeſus Chrift ſet at the Head of 
them only as a great Prophet? Many a 
Doubter is not gone ſo ie oem Chriſtianity | 
as to deny the Facts on which our holy Re- 
ligion depends; and they will allow that the 
Chriſtian Religion in general is ſupported by 
theſe Facts, which have been deliver'd down 
to us by a notorious and inconteſtable man- 
ner of Evidence: But the ſpecial and im- 
portant Doctrines of this Religion, ſuch as 
the Sacrifice of Chriſt as a proper Atonement 
for Sin, and our Santtification by the Holy Spi- 
rit, which are taught ſo frequently and fo 8 
expreſsly in the New Teſtament, carry ſome- 8 
thing in them ſo diſguſtful, not only to the 
Reliſh of our modern Infidels in general, 
but alſo to the Prejudices of ſome who pro- 
feſs Chriſtianity, that they would fain evade 
theſe Truths and quit themſelves of them by i 
ſuch a Conſtruction as really deſtroys them. 
Aerippa is a Chriſtian of this Stamp, a Gen- 
tleman, as I am told, of no conſiderable 
Eſtate, but tis ſaid, he makes a ſhining Fi- 
gure when he appears in Company. A few i 
Weeks ago I ſaw a Scheme of his Goſpel, 
and was inform'd *tis the general Senſe of if 
many of his Acquaintance both in Town i 
and Country. I have the Paper here, and] 
he expreſſes his Creed in the following 
Words. | | | 
„When the Gentile Nations had loſt the 
Knowledge of the true God and his r 2 
* « ſhip, 


and the Operations of the Spirit. 3 
« ſhip, and buried it under an immenſe 
«© Load of ſuperſtitious Follies z when 
e they had baniſhed a great part of Mo- 
e rality from their Minds as well as 
<« their Practice, the Bleſſed God thought 
« proper to ſend his own Son from Heaven 
<« to reſtore it. When the Fews, who were 


a People favour'd with many divine Re- - 


«© yelations, had turn'd their Religion into 
<«« Superſtition, by reſting upon the mere 
“ Ceremonies of it with the Neglect of mo- 
ce ral Virtues and inward Piety, God deter- 
e min'd this Great Reformer ſhould be of 
« their Nation. When the whole World 


of Mankind was grown thus horribly de- 


«© generate, it pleaſed God to ſend this moſt 


„ glorious Perſon Feſus Chriſt into this 
World with peculiar Commiſſion to re- 


* ſtore the Religion of Nature, the Know- 
<© ledge of the one true God and his ſpirt- 


- << tual Worſhip, inſtead of a Load of Ce- 
remonies, whether human or divine, and 
do teach the Nations true Virtue and Pi 

W << without Superſtition : He was ſent to a 
ſure Men of the Pardon of their Sins up- 
on Repentance (which indeed. they knew 
before, or their Reaſon might have taught 
em, but not quite ſo clearly) and to tell 
them that after Death Men ſhould be 
„ call'd to account for their Behaviour in 
= this Life, and that a future State of long 
Miſery ſhould attend the Wicked, and a 
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+ ir Räge and Malice: Thus he 
| 45 8 dridemn? 55 the Jeros, and cruci- 
4% fied 'by the Kin? This Death of Chr:/ 
4 on he Croſs was a noble Teſtimony 
% Which he gave as a Martyr to the Do- 
4-Etrines Which he preach'd; and it is dig- 
«© nified after the Jeriſb a and Eaſtern manner 
with grand Expreſſions in the New Le- 
ſtament, and repreſented in many facrif.- 
e cal Phraſes; of which the Jes were ex- 
s tremely fond, ſuch as redeeming us by his 
*. Blood, and mating Atonement for Sin, &c. 
e pbetauſe by his Death he vindicated and 
faled chat Doctrine, which taught the 
„„ aſſured Pardon of Sin upon Repentance, 
„ 8 andthe: Recovery of Sinners by new Obe- 
. ence to the F avgur of Go an Eternal 
Fo 2 . Life, 
3 5 & Bete ks Teftthe World he: appointed 
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re Water to repreſent to us that we muſſ 


« repent: and be reformed, and live a new 


and the Operations rbe Spirit. 


he waſh'd from our Sins, i. % we muſt 


And. ſaved and the ſecond by eating Bread 


< that" Je, Chriſt he Reformer gf che 


&« &trine of Pardon of Sin upon Repenkan 
„ and to confirm the. Difcoveries of Pup” 
Mercy to: ſinful Men. 


« further Inſtruction about propagating this 
* general Reformation; then he aſcended; 


the Apoſtles with miraculons Powers, on 
purpoſe to awaken the Attention of the 
&© World to the Rules of Virtue and Good- 
neſs, which they - ſhould. teach them in 


Conſideration, and alſo did ſomething 
toward the Confirmation of thoſe Truths 


66 Salvation. 


* — this he roſe again from the Dead 3 
© pave his twelve chick Diſciples a ſittlee 


the Name of Feſus their Maſter's And. 
therefore we are ſaid, in the New Teſta- 
ment, to be ſaniftified by- the Holy Spirit, 
_ becauſe the Miracles wrought by the Gifts? 
of the Spirit rouzed a ſtupid World into: - 


which Mankind were exhorted to conſi-, 
& der in order to their! Reformation. and | 
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“ to Heaven to intercede for Men, and to. 
«K'#gle over them, and afterward. furniſhed: © 


Life if ever we would be- pardon'd and > Rea 
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He concludes his Paper thus: Now if 
any Man has any other Creed made up of 
Notions and Myſteries which goes be- 
yond all this, I affirm that he draws | 
more out of his Bible than God ever put 
into it; and tho' I will never be an 

with him, ſays Arippa, for believing 
more than I, yet I cannot but laugh at 
him for a ſtrong Believer: I dare pro- 
nounce boldly he 1s not juſt of my Reli- 
gion, nor can I be of his; and if he 
thinks me but almoſt a Chriſtian, I think 

him gone as much beyond Chriſtianity.” 
Paulinus was a Gentleman of Piety and 
great Zeal for the Goſpel of Chriſt. He 
lived far in the Country, and was much re- 
tired from the World. Tho? he held ſome 
Acquaintance with Criticks and learned Au- 
thors, yet he read his Bible with more Con- 
ſtancy and Application, and learn'd his 
Religion thence, He was pretty well ver- 
ſed in the Writings of St. Paul, but he had 
heard or known very little of Agrippa or his 

Sentiments till laſt March : Then he came 

to London, which he had not ſeen for ten or 

twelve Years before, and happen'd to get a 

fight of this New Creed. As ſoon as he 
had read it, he was much ſurpriz d and con- 
cern'd that any Man who profeſs'd himſelt i 
a Chriſtian ſhould loſe ſo much of his Faith; 
but was much more grieved when he found, 
by further Converſation, that this was the 
| Chriſtianity 
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and the Operations of the Spirit. 57 
Chriſtianity which was now growing in vogue; 
and upon his Repetition of this Creed in 
company he repeated his Concern and Zeal. 

Muſt then (faid he) the glorious Goſpel of 
our bleſſed Saviour be narrow'd and curtaiPd 
at this rate, and reduced almoſt to the mere 
Religion of Nature ? I acknowledge indeed, 
and I glory in it, that the Goſpel which I 
find in the New Teſtament contains every 
Article of Natural Religion, and includes 
in it every thing that Reaſon can teach us 
about God or Virtue. The Man who re- 
nounces any one Point of the Religion of 
Reaſon, ſo far renounces Chriſtianity allo ; for 
the Doctrine of the bleſſed Jeſus compre- 
hends every part of it, and confirms it for 
ever. But when the Light of Nature and 
Reaſon, in this fallen and degenerate State, 
had appear'd by the long and painful Expe- 
riments of ſo many Ages and Nations, to 
be ineffectual to reform, to ſanctify and fave 
a vicious World, Was not the glorious Goſ- 
pel of Chrift brought in to do that for us 


Which the Light of Reaſon and Nature 


could not do? Was it not made manifeſt 
enough by the Jargon and wild Opinions of 
the Philoſophers that the World by Wiſdom 
knew not God, nor the right Way to recover 
his Favour or his Image? And was it not 
upon this View that God ſent his Apoſtles 
with the Meſſage of a crucified Chriſt, and 
with that Doctrine, which the Greeks called 
B 4  Fooliſhneſ, 
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Fool; Knef to ſav the poor and the humble 
Believer ? Was hot-the Son of God ſent into 
this World to-be the Saviour of ſinful Men? 
And was he ordained to ſave them only by 
teaching them over again the Doctrines 
which Philoſophy or Reaſon teaches ? No 
ſurely: Theſe Doctrines were made origi- 
nally . innocent Man, and were found in- 
ſufficient to reſtore him after his Fall. But 
Obel vas ſent, if we will believe the Goſpel, 

to do that "Thy us which the Law and Light 
of Nature could not do, in that it was weak 


"thro our Fltfh, f, e. thro? our Incapacity (5 


7. fulfilling it: He was ſent down t 5 


1 e 

{ Yicious 2 30 
Sie, by che inlightning Xo LO 
fluences: and effectual Operations of his 


f Th 0. Holy Spirit, to lead them not only into the 


Belief and Practice of the Natural Law of 
800, but alſo to teach them ſome new Do- 
ctrines and Duties, ſuch as Faith in the Blood 
ef Chriſt, Rom. iii. 25. ſeeking Juſtification 

before God not by any Law of Works, but by 
the Righteouſneſs or Obedience and Death of 
Chriſt, Gal. iii. 11,----14. Rom. v. 9, 10, 
18, 19. Love and Obedience to Chriſt as our 
Lord and Saviour, Jobn xiv. 15: Heb. v. . 
Praying. for the Spirit of God to -enlighten, 


renew and ſanctify us, and to help us in our 
; Addreſſes 
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Addreſſes to God and every Duty, John iii. 


# 55 6. Luke xi: 1,--13. Rom. viii. 26. Love. 


to our Enemies by the Example of Chriſt, 
and Hope of the Reſurrettion of the Body and | 
Eternal 1 Li through his Death and Riſing 
again, and his everlaſting Interceſſion, Rom. 
viii. 11, 34. 1 Cor. xv. 20, 23. Heb. vii. 
25. Theſe are Articles which the Light of 
Nature knows nothing of, and which ſhall 
certainly iſſue in the Salvation of thoſe who 
believe and practiſe them. _ 

Thus ſpake Paulinus in the Company of. 
ſome of his Friends. Cavenor and Ferventio. 
were both preſent ; the former had lately im- 
bibed the. Opinions of Agrippa ſecretly, but 
amidſt his new Doctrines he found ſome | 
Doubtings ſtill, and was ſollicitous and*cau- | 
tious about his Salvation: Ferventio was a 
mortal Enemy to theſe Opinions, and main- 
tained the common Articles of Faith with a 
warm and vehement Zeal. There was ano- 
ther Man in Company, one Cbariſtes, a 
hearty Chriſtian, and a Perſon of known Nie- g 
deration in religious Diſputes: Ferventio had 


little Knowledge of him indeed, but he lied 


moſttimes in ; Paulinus 8 Houſe, e; and Mas. 
much in eſteem with Cævenor: : 

I am ſorry, fays Chariſtes,” that freh Pre: 
of new Chrif tanity as Agrippa's Creed ſhould.” 
eyer prevail among, us. Ay, ſays Ferventio, . 
'Tis ſad indeed; and our old. Religion is 
Nis dh by it and deſtroy'd, Why: 
. ſhoulel 


BY 4 
"4 * 
1 


10 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. J. 


ſhould either of you be ſorry or angry, an- 
| ſwer'd Cavenor, if this ſhould appear to be 
the Truth, tho' it has not been the current 
Sentiment 'of our Fathers? Pray, Good Pau- 
linus, now you have told us your own Be- 
lief, tell us what you wou'd ſay to ſuch a 
Man as 4 pa, to make it evident to his 
Reaſon, that your Creed is the true Reli- 
on taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and 
t his is not ſo ? 

Alas, replied Paulinus with a little warmth, 
What can be ſaid to a Man who will not be- 
lieve his own Eyes and Ears? A Man who 
hears and reads o many glorious Expreſſions 
ſcatter'd throughout the Goſpels and Epi- 
ſtles which dictate to him the ſpecial and 
peculiar Leſſons of Chriſtianity, and yet 
will not receive them? Does not the New. 
Teſtament ſpeak in moſt expreſs Language, 
and that very frequently, of the Propitiation 
of Chriſt for our Sins? Muſt this bleſſed Do- 
Eine of Grace be entirely left out of the 
laſt and moſt perfect Edition of a Goſpel i 
made for Sinners, tho? it was put into all the i 

foregoing Editions of it in Emblem, and was 
foretold and prefigur'd by all former Dif- 
penſations ? Where is the Doctrine of Fu/ti- 
fication by Faith in his Name, or Forgiveneſs 
thre Faith in his Blood to be found in Agrip- 
pa's Creed? Muſt this be all conſtrued into 
Juſtification by thoſe good Works which the 
Law of Nature 1 us to perform, 
and 


and the Operdtions of the Spirit. 11 
and which the Son of God came from Hea- 
ven only to ſet in a fairer Light, and which 
St. Paul often affures us, can never juſtify 
us before God ? Muſt the Regeneration, Re- 
novation and Sanctification of our Souls by the 
Holy Spirit ſignify nothing elfe than the 
Change of our Inclinations from Vice to 
Virtue by our own mere Confideration of 
thoſe Truths in which Chriſt inſtructs us as 
a great Reſtorer of Natural Religion, and 
which were confirmed by the Miraculous 
Powers of the Holy Spirit ? Is this all the 
Meaning of thoſe plain Expreſſions, juſtified 
by the Blood of Cbriſt and fanfiified by the 
Spirit ? Do we believe the New Teſtament 
is from God? Why then do we not believe 
the Articles which this Divine Book teaches. 
us in ſuch plain and expreſs Words? Why 
do we train and torture the ſacred Language 
co make it ſpeak things ſo different from its 
= own Senſe ? 

Is it worth while for our Miniſters to 
be at all this Pains in the Pulpit and the 
Study, by the Printing-Preſs and by private 
Converſation, to defend the New Teſtament 
from the Inſults, the Cavils and Clamors of 
Infidels, if it teaches us fo little beyond 
what the Light of Nature teaches ? Or have 
we ſo much to expect or ſo muah to fear 
from the Deiſts, that ſome of us, who are 
called Chriſtians, ſhould be at fo much La- 
bour to pervert the glorious Truths of the 

OR New 


12 The Sacrifice of Chriſt,” Sect. I. 

New Teſtament to their Taſte, and to drop 
thoſe which they do not like? Have we 
any good and ſufficient Reaſon to ſubdue 
the Words of Chriſt and his Apoſtles down 
to the Meaning and Senſe of Infidels, or. to 
be fo ſollicitous to ingratiate thoſe divine 
D <trines with Unbelievers, by reducing 
then co ſuch a Similitude to their Opinions, 
and ſinking them almoſt down to their Size 
and Dimenſions? Can we ever expect thanks 
from our bleſſed Lord in the great Day for. 
this ſort of Service ? 
For my part, I am fully perſuaded, that 
the Books, which have been written in Vin- 
dication of the Atonement of Chriſt in the two 
laſt Centuries, carry ſuch abundant Force 
and Evidence in them, that they can never 
be anſwer'd. Let Agrippa try to refute ſome 
of the chief Diſcourſes which have been 
. N in former Years by Proteſtant 
Divines on this Subject: Let him deſtroy 
all the Arguments uſed by Dr. Owen, 
Dr. Bates, and Dr. Edwards in their Wri- 
tings on this Theme, and in confutation of 
the Socinian Tenets: Let him give an effe- 
ctual Anſwer to the firſt Part of Truman's 
Great Propitiation, to Biſhop Stillingfleet or 
Biſhop Tillolſon's Writings on the Sacrifice of 
Chriſt, ang ſeveral others, before he grow to 
ſuch an AfJurance of his Sentiments. I will 
not pretend to run over all this Controverſy 
egain, nor have 1 any of theſe Authors at 
| 5 | : hand, 
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hand, being abſent from my Study. Vet 8 2 
I were within reach of Agrippa, I would put 83 4 
into his Hands a few ſuch Quęſtions as theſes 
which my own Thoughts and my NP 
ſuggeſted to me ſince I firft read his Creed; 
A deep Concern for ſuch an important Tru 8 
hung 3 Soul, and ſet x my Fen at” F 5 
work in theſe Queries. $ 
Pray, NS let us be favour'd with 
the rehearſal of them, ſays Cavenor in great 
haſte ; the reſt repeated the fame Requeſt, 3 
and Paulinus began to read. * 


Fry 


* SN | 
Queri es to prove the Dofrines deni ed by 
Agrippa. | 


Query I. O ES not St. Paul appear to 4 
1 be a Man of good Senſe by | 


| all his Writings ? But ſurely Agrippa's. Ex, 
plication of his Epiſtles ſuppoſes: him to*BE 
one of the moſt ſtrange, odd, irrational 
Writers:that ever uſed a Pen. Whit? Has 
the Chriſtian Religion ſo little in it beyond 
the Reſtoration of the Religion of Nature? 
And could not Paul teach the Reſtoration of 
Natural Religion but in ſuch very improper 
Terms, and ſuch foreign and diſtant Lan- 
Sage, as that wherein he repreſents the ü 
of 1 1 


12 The Sacrifice of, Chriſt,” , Se. I. 
New. Teſtament to their Taſte, and to drop 
thoſe which they do not like? Have we 
any good and ſufficient Reaſon to ſubdue 
the Words of Cbriſt and his Apoſtles down 
90 the Meaning and Senſe of Infidels, or to 
be fo ſollicitous to ingratiate thoſe divine 
D ctrines with Unbelievers, by reducing 
thcin to ſuch a Similitude to their Opinions, 
and ſinking them almoſt down to their Size 
and Dimenſions? Can we ever expect thanks 
from our bleſſed Lord in the great Day for. 
this ſort of Service? 

For my part, I am fully perſuaded, that 
the Books, which have been written in Vin- 
dication of the Atonement of Chriſt in the two 
laſt Centuries, carry ſuch abundant Force 
and Evidence in them, that they can never 
be anſwer'd. Let Agrippa try to refute ſome 
of the chief 2 which have been 
publiſh'd in former Years by Proteſtant 
"ak on this Subject: Let 1 deſtroy 
all the Arguments uſed by Dr. Owen, 
Dr. Bates, and Dr. Edwards in their Wri- 
tings on this Theme, and in confutation of 
the Socinian Tenets: Let him give an effe- 
ctual Anſwer to the firſt Part of Truman's 
Great Propitiation, to Biſhop Stillingfleet or 
Biſhop Tillolſon's Writings on the Sacrifice of 
Chriſt, a ſeveral others, before he grow to 
ſuch an Affurance of his Sentiments. I will 
not pretend to run over all this Controverſy, 


| E. ;  2gain, nor have 1 ** of theſe Authors at 
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hand, being abſent from my Study. Vet ＋ AY "| 
I were within reach of Agrippa,. I would pur E 
into his Hands a few ſuch 2ueſtions as theſe; -- J 
which my own Thoughts and my ME > "= a 
ſuggeſted. to me ſince I firft read his Creed; 
A deep Concern for ſuch an important Tam . "A 
hung PR Wk Soul, and ſet 1 my Pen, at "5 
work in theſe Queries. N "= 

Pray, Paulinus, let us be Evol mY <8 


the rehearſal of them, ſays Cavenor in great 
haſte ; the reſt repeated the fame Requeſts 
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and Paulinus began to read, 
RM 4 
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Queries to prove the De#rines denied by 4 
Agrippa. of 


Query I. O ES not St. Paul appear r to 

be a Man of good Senſe. by 
all his Writings] But ſurely Agrippa's. Ex,. 
plication of his Epiſtles ſuppoſes: him to 5 
one of the moſt ſtrange, odd, irrational 
Writers that ever uſed a Pen. Whit? Has 
the Chriſtian Religion ſo little in it beyond 
the Reſtoration of the Religion of Nature? 
And 1 not Paul teach the Reſtoration of 
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Goſpel of Chrit ? Is this his plaineſt and his 
cleareſt manner of inſtructing the Heathen 
World in the Religion of Nature, or of re- 


\ ſtoring it where it was loſt, to tell them, 


they muſt be reconciled to God by the Death or 
the Blood of Chriſt, that he has made Peace 
by the Blood of his Croſs, that Chrift crucified 
is the Wiſdom and Power of God for the Sal- 
vation of Men ? that be died for our Offences, 
that he gave himſelf a Ranſom for Men, that 
God bas ſet him forth to be a Propitiation thro* 
Faith in bis Blood, that we muſt truſt in his 
Name, that we muſt be juſtified by his Blood 
and by Faith in him, tn by the Obedience of 
one many ſhall be made righteous, that by his 
0WNn Bland he obtain'd — Redemption for 
us, that the Blood of Chriſt, who thro the 
Eternal Spirit offered himſelf without Spot to 
God, ſhould purge our Conſciences from dead 
Works, i. e. from Works deſerving Death; 
and that Chriſt appear d in the End of the 
World to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of him- 
ſelf? And do St. Peter and St. Fohn, whom 
I ſuppoſe Agrippa acknowledges to be inſpi- 
red Writers, intend nothing more than the 
ſame plain Doctrines and Dictates of natu- 
ral Reaſon, when they teach the great Truths 
of the Goſpel in the ſame ſtrange Language, 
when they tell us that Chrift /uffer'd, the Juſt 
for the Unjuſt, to bring us to God, that be bare 
our Sins in his Body on the Tree, that the 
Blood of Feſus Chriſt cleanſes us from all Sin, 
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that he is a Propitiation for our Sins, that be 
hath loved us and waſhed us from our Sins in 
bis ewn Blood, and that by his Blood be hath 
redeem'd us to God? And did our bleſſed 
Lord himſelf deſign nothing but to reſtore 
the Religion of Nature, when he told the 
Fews, that the good Shepherd laid down his 
Life for the Sheep, John x. that the Son of 
Man came to give his Life a Ranſom for many, 
Matt. xx. 28. that they muſt eat his Fleſh and 
drink his Blood if they would have eternal 
Life, John vi. 53, &c. for his Fleſh was that 
Bread which he gave for the Life of the World, 
and his Blood is Drink indeed; that his Body 
was broken and his Blood ſhed for the Remiſ- 
fron of their Sins, Matt, xxvi. 28. 1 Cor. xi. 
24. Did ever Men teach the plain Dictates 
of Reaſon or the Law of Nature concerning 
our Duty to God and one another, and our 
Hopes of his Acceptance, in fuch dark and 
diſtant Language? And could they ever de- 
ſire or expect their Hearers ſhould under- 
ſtand them, and ſhould by this preaching be 
taught to build their Hopes of Eternal Hap- 
pineſs upon the Belief and Practice of Na- 
tural Religion? Are ſuch Perfons as. theſe 
the * fitteſt to make divine Meſſengers of 
Truth and Duty to an ignorant World, and 
to guard them againſt all ſuperſtitious Fan- 
cies. and erroneous Conceits about divine 
things ? | 


I ſup- 


a6 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. II. 
Il ſuppoſe, or may 0 there are many 
| things will be ſaid. by ſome of the Friends of 
Aerippa:to-reconcile the Readers of tlie Ney 
Teſtament-to-his abſurd and perverted Senſe 
of i Ic. 
Fo, That when our Saviour tells the 
ews, John vi. 54, that they muſt eat his 
Fleſh and drink his Blood if they would have 
eternal Life, he only imitates the manner of 
the Oriental Nations and the Stile of the 
FL Writers; while his Deſign is- merely 
nvite them -to. receive his Doctrine and 
become his Diſciples ;| for it was their an- 
cient Cuſtom to repreſent Wiſdom and 
Knowledge as the Food of the Soul, Prov. 
IX. v. Wiſdom crieth in the Streets, Come, eat 
of my Bread and drink of the Wine which I 
have mingled. Philo the Few often ſpeaks of 
Prudence, Wiſdom and Virtue as that ſpiri- 
S0 Meat and Drink m__ nouriſheth the 
1 
But to whis 1 * That tho' the wiſe 
Men : among... the . Zezos repreſent Knowledge 
as the Meat and Drink of the Soul, and in- 
vite their Diſciples to feed upon Wiſdom or 
to drink in their Precepts of Virtue, yet is it 
the way of their Doctors to repreſent their 
Th Fleſh as the Meat of Souls, or their own 
Blood as proper Drink for them ? Do they 


o 7 2 


cyer fay, that their Fleſh is living Bread which 

bey give for the Life of the World? Do they 
cer tell their ie that their Fleſh is 
To "I 


&% os 
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Meat indeed, or their Blood Drink indeed FAY 
Do they pronounce, F ye eat not my Heſb 
and drink not my Blood, ye have no Life in 
you? or de they promiſe, He that eateth me 
Hall live by me? Did you ever read ſuch 
Languag g among the Divine Prophets of the 
Jews * Could it ever be ſaid, Except ye eat 
the Fleſh of Jſaab, or drink: Feremiab's, 
Blood, ye have no Life? Were the Jews 
ever invited to feed upon the Fleſh of, Moſes 
or Elias, the Founder or the Reſtorer of their 
Religion, or to drink the Blood of Daniel 
or David? From all this I think I may in- 
fer, that tho? our Saviour's Words 1 in- 
clude a Fer ng & his Inftructiong-as 4 a 
ee 
ons Een Uri. bY AM 
merely an 19 hear and ecerye 
teaches, And ith theſe Expreftions 
Saviour concerning #ging bis Fleſh and 47 9 
ing his Blood ſound ver harſh and abſurd = » # 
the literal Senſe of them, we muſt then ſee 
out the plaineſt and trueſt figurative Senſe: 
Now this is very near at Hand, and biene | 'Y 
be obvious to thoſe among them whe Hat 
read the Jewiſh Prophets with Care. When © 
he tells them that the /ivmg Bread is bis Fleſh 
which be gives for the Life of the World, John 
vi. 51. it gives an Intimation that his Fleſh. 
or Body was to be broken and die as a 1 wy 
per NE of Atonement tor our” | 
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which deſerved Death ; which was not pro- 
per to be ſpoken too publickly and plainly 
in his Life-time : And further, that his Blood 
was to be ſhed for the Remiſſion of our Sins 
and to procure Life for us: And that we 
muſt not only receive his Doctrine, but we 
muſt truſt in this Atonement for our Remiſ- 
ſton, and feed upon this Sacrifice by Faith, 
as the Jets eat part of their Sacrificesz and 
that we muſt live upon it by truſting there- 
in.“ And ſince the Miah was foretold to 

| be 


Obj. Does not our Lord expreſsly ſay, Except ye 
eat my Fleſb and drink my Blood there is no Life in you? 
But if Faith in his Blood, or truſting in his atoning 
Sacrifice, was not neceſſary to Salvation in that Day, 
as I ſuppoſe will be readily granted, then eating his 
Fl in that Day could never ſignify truſting in his ato- 
. N 

o this I anſwer, that Chrift having promiſed to 
give his Fleſh for the Life of the World, v. 57, promiſed 
therein to\ make his Fleſh a Sacrifice to take away 
Sin and to give Life to the World, and intimated alſo 
that when this was done, and when he ſhould be 
preached to men under this Character of a Sin-Offering, 
then eating and drinking his Fleſh and Bload, or Faith in 
his Sacrifice, would be required in order to Spiritual and 
Eternal Life. Our Saviour foretelling and deſcribing 
in figurative Language his bloody Death, which was to 
make Atonement for Sin, foretels and deſcribes alſo 
that Faith in him which ſhould then be eſteemed neceſſa- 
ry to Salvation, under thoſe Figures of eating his Fleſh 
and drinking his Blood. I grant the Expreſſions are in the 
Preſent Tenſe, but this is frequent in the Prophetic Lan- 

ge when future things are deſign'd. 
But *till this Event ſhould be accompliſhed and this 
Doctrine more plainly preached to Men, a _ 
. ä T 
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and the Operations f the Spirit. 19 
be made an Offering for Sin by the Pro- 
phets, and ſince feeding upon Sin- offerings 
was common to the Jewiſb Religion, Lev. 
vi. 25, 26. the thoughtful Hearers might 
arrive at ſomething of the Senſe and Mean- 
ing. of our Saviour in this figurative Lan- 


e. 

eh ſuppoſe the Fews when he firſt ſpake 
it could not well underſtand him, conſider, 
they had abuſed his Perſon, and derided his 
Doctrine, and having ſo far rejected the 
Light, they deſerved to be left in Darkneſs, 
amidſt Figures and Parables, as Chriſt him- 
ſelf declares, Mark iv. 11, 12. - 

I add yet further, there are ſeveral Things 
which Chrift in his Life-time ſpake in Pro- 
phetick or Parabolick Language, for this 
Reaſon, as I hinted before, that they were 
not fit and proper to be ſpoken too plain- 

| ly 
Fruſt in the Perſon of Chr:/t for all the Benefits which 
are to be derived from him, may be repreſented by 
eating and drinking, as all that was needful and ſuffici- 
ent to make Men ſpiritually alive: And let it be obſer- 


ved that even this amounts to ſomething more than 
mere receiving his Doctrine, for it is a feeding or living 


* upon him and truſting in his Perſon as an All- ſufficient 


Saviour, and a vital Union with him, as our Body lives 
by our Food being united to us. 

All this Anuſeer may be reduced into a ſhorter Com- 
paſs by explaining the Words of Chrift thus ; „Ex- 
*« cept ye are made Partakers of my atoning Sacrifice 
or Sin-Offering, by truſting therein ſo far as it evi- 
*« dently revealed and preached to the World, whether 
in a more or leſs explicit manner, ye have no ſpiri- 
« tual nor eternal Life in you.“ 


q 3 ly. at that . Seaſon- but he leſt: the Ex- 
e preſſions to be explained thy: the Events. 
he Death of. CHI which: was not; far 
. the. A poſtles quickly- 


pPitiation for our Sins, give s A plain Clew 
to lead us into the Senſe of Chriſt in theſe: 
figurative or. prophetick Speeches, all which 
. 2 happily -accommodable-to theſe Ideas 


' 1 2 of Chriſt's Atonement for Sin, 
5 5 — our 


th therein, as gives much Sa- 


were deſigned. and — hereby. 


When they imagine this Diſcourſe of our 
pl "Saviour direftly- regards the Lord's Supper, 
4 — and their idle + abſurd Doctrine of Tran- 


Wt before-his Death, when he appointed Bread 
0 be broken as an Emblem of his Fl: 
Vbich as wounded for us, and Wine which 
Vs poured into the Cup. to be an Emblem 


— his Blood ſhed for us, and 1 required us 


2 e n and. tink this Bread and Wine, 
u Rep tives of his Death, and of 
Communion. or Participation of the 
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7 ſubſtantiation ; yet theſe Speeches of his 
Were greatly explained to his Diſciples even 


Bleſſings: fit, by: Faith or Dependance on 
him, All this is naturak and eaſy, But 


Sacrifice. ; 
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e repreſenting his Death as a Pro- 


tisfaction to the thinking Ræader, that they 4 
I confeſs indeed the Papiſts are bahn | 


* 


.- Senſe, of a mere receiving the Doctrine of 


o & „ = . 
Dy is, | 


* ap 5 "NOOR? * 12 * 


Sacrifice intimated werter mis wilt Hike by |. | 
-hard Figures -and Meta indeed, | x 
ſtrain and pervert-rhe Words into 1 9 
Rar Ketelvd andidiftant{raning, as they ae 
not; e ebe to convey ta 
any Perſon RISES hem,” Fhus 
much I thought t Wey in Vindi- 
boa of the ExPP ons Why Cbrit hims 
elf.” 9 — a 
But Serndly, perhaps . and "his = 
"Friends will tell us concernin Mae: Apoſtles, 8 
as well as concerning their er, that this 
Sort of ſacriſical and atoning* Language be- 
ing uſed” by ſome of the Fewi/h Prophets MW 
in their inſpired Raptures, concefning the Ml 
*Meſſah, the firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity - ü 
might imitate them; and *tis: well knoõwö nm 
they ſometimes dealt in very fat-fetch*d Me- 
taphors. You read, ſay they, what Daniel 
ſpeaks, that the Me ff ab ſhould be cut . Fe 
' but not for himſelf, that he comes to finiſh 
Tranſereſſion, to make an end of Sin, an! 
make Reconciliatiqn for Iniquity; and Tails 4 
in his 53d Chantet eſpecially abounds in 
ba =__ of Prophetical Language concern» * 
e Meſſiah: He was wounded for Al + 
bref ons, he was bruiſed for dum I e 
the Chaſtiſement of our Peace was, upon bim 
and by bis Stripes we are healed: His Soul 
was made an Offering for Sin bent 129 52. 
the Lord to; bruiſe bim, and put. bi 10 Gy 
and the Lord path laid on him The: Ini we 


N by their rapturous 


22 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. II. 
of us all, *Tis no wonder now, fay they, 
that Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſhould repeat 
ſuch e as this, when they ſpeak 
of the Death of the Mz/iab, ſince the Pro- 
h and tumid Stile, 
ad made this ſort of Language familiar 
and natural to them. 

Tis granted, Agrippa, that this Language 
was as it were made natural and eaſy to 
the great Founder and the firſt Preachers 
of Chriſtianity, by ſo much uſe of them 


in the prophetical Writings : But this does 


not at all prove that theſe Expreſſions are 
not uſed in their natural Senſe, but ra- 
ther confirms the plain and obvious Senſe 
of the Words : Since both the Prophets 


and their Interpreters the Apoſtles uſe the 


ſame. For ſuppoſe the Prophets had uſed 
ſuch ſtrange Phraſes as theſe, in the midſt 
of their Raptures, to ſignify the Meſiab's 
reſtoring of natural Religion, and dying as 
a Martyr for it, Could St. Paul and his 
Brethren uſe no clearer Form of Speech to 
inſtruct us in the true Meaning of the Pro- 


| ＋ and the Buſineſs of the Meſſiah, than 


y repeating the ſame Sort of Sacrifical 
Phraſes again and again. And would nei- 
ther he nor they ever once tell us, 


that tho? they uſe this ſort of ſacrifical Lan- 


guage, they mean no more by it than 
Agrippa does? Were Paul, Peter and John 


proper Interpreters to be ſent into the World, 


and 


4 


they have written, and which I have cited? 
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and particularly to the Gentile Nations, to 
explain the Words of the Zewiſh Prophets 
concerning the Maſiab and his great Work, 
if the Reformation of Natural Relig] ion by 
Jeſus Chriſt be all that the Maſiah was to 
do, and all that the metaphorical Prophecies 
foretold ? Why do theſe Apoſtles uſe the 
very ſame foreign Language, and the ſame 
dark Expreſſions as the Prophets do, if it 
were their Deſign to explain them ſo far 
from their literal and moſt obvious Mean- 
ing? Do both Prophets and Apoſtles, and 
Chriſt himſelf in the midſt of them, all con- 
ſpire to let in the Light of Natural Religion 
upon the corrupted and benighted World 
only by ſuch obſcure Phraſes as theſe? _ 

Or if we ſhould ſuppoſe (and it muſt 
be granted) that ſome of the Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity relating to the Death of Chriſt 

might be delivered in figurative Speeches, 


/ — dark Sentences, at yy for wiſe Pur- 


poſes by Jeſus our great Maſter in his own 
Life-time, before the Accompliſhment of 
thoſe Events to which the Doctrines re- 
ferr'd, yet can it be ſuppoſed that his 
Miſſionaries the Apoſtles ſhould never make 
a clearer Explication of them after theſe 
Events were fulfill'd, and tell us that they 
meant very little more than the Religion 
of Nature? Could they not have faid this 
in plainer Terms than in the Phraſes which 


Is 


Aerippa himſelf; when he 
Io = Writings of the Prophets and Apo- 
8 thout any Prejudice, ſhould believe 
alf theſe ſacrifical Phraſes of the Old 
fer Teſtament, with many more of 


ſtoration of natural Rel igion by Feſus Chriſt, 
with a Martyrdom to vindicate his Miſſion ? 
* Can. he/ honeſtly think they convey no Ti- 
dings to Men of a real and proper Atone- 


of our Bleſſed Saviour, and of which we 
are to partake by receiving him according 
to the Goſpel? I own I am ſurpriz d to 
think that any Man who profeſſes to ſub- 
mit his Belief to the Word of God ſhould 
krefuſe ſo very plain and expreſs a Truth. 


9 giving us Caution to keep cloſe 
Ho Scripture, to uſe the Words and Expreſſions 
1 F Seripture in all Matters of Revelation, to 


Fk of ibe Doctrines of the Goſpel as Chriſt 


l and bis -Apoſtles ſpeak? Are not«.theſe the 
Perſons who are extremely jealous of ad- 
mitting any thing into Chriſtianity, but 


what Cbriſt and his Apoſtles have taught 


= 55 _ Exprelsly in the New Teſtament? Are they 
not p e inſiſting upon it, that we 

wu take our Religion from Scripture itſelf? 

And do we not effeftually. obey this their 
Caution and” Advice, in our Belief of the 
Boe of the Atonement: of «Chriſt for Sins 

: 1s 


3 
the like Kind, ſignify nothing but a Re- 


ment made for our Sins by the Sufferings 


IP Are not theſe the Gentlemen who are 
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Writers of that Book? Is it not brought 
in in the ſacred Epiſtles almoſt upon every 
Occaſion ? Are not the great Duties of 
Chriſtianity, Faith, Love and Prayer, built 
much upon it by the Apoſtles? What ſhall 
we ſay to Men who will not obſerve the 


very Cautions and Advices, which they 


themſelves lay down, in forming the Ar- 
ticles of their Faith? Men who leave out 
a moſt plain, expreſs and important Arti- 


cle, and break thro? all Rules of juſt In- 


terpretation, rather than allow of any Do- 
ctrine in Chriſtianity, which doth not ſuit 
with their Scheme and Fancy? If the Pro. 
phets and Apoſtles never ſo expreſsly re- 
veal and dictate ſuch a Truth, the Words 
muſt be tortur'd and bow'd by all the Arts 
of Criticiſm to make them ſpeak and mean 
ſomething elſe. A * 

Agrippa has confeſt that it was one great 
Deſign of the Coming of Cbriſt to root out 
Superſtition from the Minds of Men, in all 
the various Fooleries of it which had poſ- 
ſeſs d both Fews and Heathens* But if both 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught them the Prin- 


ciples of Natural Religion by ſuch figura- 3 
tive and ſacrifical Expreſſions, was not this 
the ready way to fill their Heads with ſu- 


C perſtitious * 


3 


Is it not moſt ſtrongly and evidently taught - 
in the New Teſtament? Is it not taught in 
many Pages, and in great Variety of Ex- 
preſſion there, and that by almoſt all the 


* 
* 


| Apoſtles teach us all the Duties of Morality 
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perſtitious Fancies, by taking theſe things in 
£00 literal a Senſe, when their Teachers left 
them to ſeek the true Senſe amidſt ſuch far- 
diſtant and hard Tropes and Figures? Has 
not this very thing been the Cauſe of many 
Superſtitions both in the Jewiſh and Gentile 
Nations, by their taking Allegories in a li- 
tcral Senſe? 

Did they not beth indulge the Fancy and 
vain Opinion of obtaining Pardon of Sin, 
and Favour with God, by ſubſtituting their 
Sacrifices in the room of real Godlineſs, and 
with the Negle& of inward Religion and 
true Virtue? This was Superſtition indeed, 
and ſuch as the New Teſtament never allows. 
But tell me, Agrippa, Could this glorious 
Reformer of the World, this divine Prophet, 
and his twelve MiMonaries think of no bet- 
ter way to drive Men out of all Hopes and 
Expectations of Pardon and Acceptance with 


f 


God thro? any ſuch Subſtitutions or Sacrifi- f. 
ces whatſoever, than by repreſenting Chir u 
ſo often as a Subſtitute to die in our ſtead, if + 
and as a Sacrifice for the Sins of Meh? If D 
they deſign'd to baniſh this Doctrine from WM co 


the Earth, would they ever have taught 
Men to depend on his Death or Blood as an 
Atonement for Sin, and as the Ground of 
their Acceptance with the God of Heaven? 
is true, Agrippa will fay, Chriſt and his 


and Virtue, as neceſſary things to eternal 
| hg #07 
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Life, and that in very plain age; and 
that theſe ſacrifical Terms are only Eaſtern 
and Fewifh Ornaments of Speech in Conde- 
ſcenfion to the Humours of the World, both 
Fews and Gentiles, who could not be all at 
once beat out of their Veneration for Sacri- 
fices and Aronements. 
We allow it, Agrippa, thus far, that true 
Virtue and pure Religion is taught in plain 
Language by theſe divine Miſſionaries: but 
it were far 4 for them to have leſt it in 
that plain Language, than to have ſuperad- 
ded ſo many of the ſacrifical Phraſes, if they 
meant utterly to root all the Doctrine of 
Subſtitutions and Atonements out of the Minds 
and Hearts of Fews and Gentiles, To me 
it is evident as the Sun-beams, that while 
the New Teſtament reſtores natural Religion 
to us in the brighteſt and faireſt Light, and 
lays the ſtrongeſt Obligations on us to per- 
form all the Duties of it, yet it ſtill ſuppoſes ' 
the Impoſſibility of our Salvation thereby, 
thro* our .own Incapacity to perform theſe 
Duties perfectly; and therefore it ſets forth 
to our View the bleſſed Sacrifice of the Son 
of God, which is the only true and proper 
Atonement for our Sins. Nor. does it ſet 
this Atonement in the room of our Endea- 
vours after inward Religion and real Virtue, 
but in the room of all other Sacrifices what- 
loever, whether Jewiſb or Gentile. As for 
all the Jewiſb Offerings, they were but ap- 
C2 pointed 
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pointed Types of the Sacrifice of Chriſt, and 
could never really atone for the Sins of 
Mankind againft God as Ruler of the World. 
And the Sacrifices of the Gentiles, what 
were they, but Subſtitutions and Offerings 
of Beaſts or Men upon their Altars, ſuch as 
God never appointed, and therefore would 
never accept, either as real Atonements, or 
as Figures of the true Propitiation and 
Atonement, This is the moſt evident Senſe 
of St. Paul, in Rom. vill. 13. There is no 
Condemnation to them who are in Chriſt Feſus, 
i. e. who truſt in him as the Medium of their 
Pardon, and who walk not after the Fleſh, 
but after | the Spirit, i. e. who live holy 
Lives: What the Law could not do in that it 
was weak, and unable to juſtify us thro* he 
Fleſh, i. e. thro* our Inability to perform it, 
God has done this by ſending bis o own Son in 
' the likeneſs of ſinful Fl, — a Sacrifice for 
Sin, (as *tis in the Greek) has condemned Sin 
in the Fleſh, &c. and thus made a way thro' 
his Sacrifice of Atonement for our Juſtifica- 
tion and Sanctification. 

But leſt the Force and Significancy of any 
of theſe Scriptures ſhould be loft 5A want 


of à true Idea of what I mean by a proper and 
compleat Atonement made for the Sins of Men, 
would here give ſome general Explication 
of what I intend by the Word. I don't pre- 
tend to ſuch Accuracy and Exactneſs of De- 


finition as might be expected from a Civilian 


or 
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or a Divine; but I would ſpeak what I take 
to be the common Senſe of the thinking 
part of Mankind in this Matter, and more 
particularly the Senſe of the Writers of the 
Old and New Teſtament. 


By Atonement for Sin therefore, I do not 


mean any ſuch thing as ſhall in a proper 
and literal Senſe appeaſe the Wrath of God, 
the offended Governor, which is ſuppoſed 
to be kindled againſt his ſinful Creatures, 
and ſhall incline his Heart to Mercy, which 
was before determined upon Vengeance ; for 
tho* this Doctrine may be ſo- repreſented 
ſometimes after the manner of Men, yet this 
is an Idea or Suppoſition in many Reſpects 
inconſiſtent with the Attributes and Actions 
of the bleſſed God, and with the Doctrine 
of the New Teſtament. In that Book God 
repreſents himſelf as rich in Mercy, and for 
this reaſon he pitied ſinful Creatures who 
had broken his Law, and had deſerved to 
die, before he had received any Atonement 
and therefore God himſelf provided and ſent 
his own Son to become a Sacrifice of Atone- 
ment, and a Ranſom for them; he appoint- 
ed him to be a Surety for us, be Fuſt for 
the Unjuſt, and to ſuffer Death in the room 
and ſtead of Sinners. 
By the Words Atonement or Propitiation,” 
I mean therefore ſome. toilſome or painful 
thing to be done or ſuffer d, or both, by 
Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, in the room 
= and 
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and ſtead of ſinful Men, as a ſort of Penance 
or Puniſhment on the account of their Sins; 
and this by the wiſe and righteous Appoint- 
ment of God the Univerſal Governor, ſhall 
excuſe the penitent Offender from the Pu- 
niſhment that was due, and obtain his Par- 
don, becauſe it ſhall give ſome Recompence to 
the Authority of the Divine Lawgiver for 
the Affront which was put upon him by the 
Sins of Men, and ſhall make — Reparation 
of Honour to his holy Law which was bro- 
ken. And this is not only intended to ma- 
nifeſt the evil Nature and the Deſert of Sin, 
together with God's Hatred of it; but it 
ſhall alſo anſwer the Demand and Deſign of 
the Threatning by ſome. actual Pain or Pu- 
niſhment, tho* *tis laid on the Surety in- 
ſtead of the Offender ; and thus it may ſe- 
cure the Law from being wilfully broken, 
in time to come, as effectually as if the Of- 
fenders themſelves had been puniſned. Such 
a Pain, Penance, or Puniſhment, are the 
Humiliation and Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt, 
his Labours and Sorrows : and *tis in this 
Senſe that the Language of Expiation or 
. Atonement, of Propitiation and Ranſom is 10 
often uſed *. *Tis in this Senſe that he _ 

ſai 

* Chrif, after he became our Surety, was not, nor 
could be deliver'd from thoſe Sorrows which were the 
Puniſhment of our Sins, he being as our explatory 
Sacrifice, not only on the Occaſion of our Sins, but i® 


our ſtead, to bear the Puniſhment of our Iniquity. 
Whithy on Heb. v. 3. 


= 
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faid to become a Sacrifice for us, to bear our 
Sins on his own Body on the Tree, and to be 
made Sin, or a Sin-offering for us, who knew 
10 Sin himſelf: In this Senſe he is ſaid to be 
made a Curſe, and ſuffer Death for us, and 
to redeem us from it thereby, becauſe the 
Law curſes every Sinner, and pronounces 
Death upon him. Now by theſe appointed 
Sufferings of the Son of God, there is an 
honourable Amends made to the Governor 
of the World for the Violation of his Law, 
and a glorious way made for the Exerciſe of 
Mercy in the Pardon of the Sinner; and 
that without any Imputation or Reflection 
upon the Holineſs of God's Nature-and Con- 
duct, or any Suſpicion of the Juftice of his 
Government, as if he would connive at Sin; 
ſince he diſcovers and declares, that in his 
paſſing by all the Sins of his People in for- 
mer Ages, and in pardoning and juſtifying 
Sinners now who believe in Chriſt, he will 
manifeſt his Juſtice or Righteouſneſs by re- 
quiring ſuch a Sacrifice whereby Sin ſhall be 
puniſh'd, tho* the Sinner be ſpared. This 
is the plain Meaning of the Apoſtle, Rom. iii. 
24, 25, 26. Being juſtißd freely by his Grace, 
thro the Redemption that is in Feſus Chriſt, 
| hom God hath -ſet forth to be a Propitiation 
or il hre Faith in his Blood, to declare his Righ- 
the WY 7eo1/ne/s for the Remiſſion of Sins that are paſt, 
hre the Forbearance of God: To declare, I 
jay, at this time his Righteouſneſs, that be 
C 4 might 
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might be ' juſt, and the Fuſtifier of him that be- 
lieveth in Feſus : which Text our Fathers 
have ever thought an unanſwerable Proof as 
well as a clear Explication of this Doctrine: 
and I think there is abundant Reaſon in 
Scripture for us to ſupport this Sentiment of 
our Fathers, tho? all the modern Writers 
ſhould agree to oppoſe it. For my part, as 
I live at a Diſtance from London, I have 
converſed with very few of them, and ſhall 
ſtill converſe with fewer, if they go on to 
forſake both the Language and Senſe of 
Scripture, and follow the Opinions of 
Agrippa. 

Here Ferventio interrupted him, I ac- 
Ludwicdge, Sir. we live in a very degenerate 
Age, wherein antient Errors are revivea, 
and new ones ariſe among modern Writers; 
but as to the Doctrine of the proper Atone- 
ment of Chriſt, J hope there are many who 
maintain and defend. it ſtill, both in their 
Volumes of Sermons, and other Diſcourſes, 
which are publiſh'd on this Subject. Among 
others, I would point you to a valuable 
Treatiſe on Jeſus the Mediator, by a name- 
leſs Author, who has critically and learnedly 
eſtabliſhed this Doctrine againſt the modern 
Disbelievers of it, and has ſhewn much of the 
Wiſdom of God in this Appointment, and 
of what Importance it is to us to believe it. 
Ie confeſs, faith Ferventio, the Author 1s, 

ſuſpected not to be 1 orthodox in ſ —, 
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other important Points: But this makes it 
ſtill more remarkable, and gives us more 
reaſon to think that *tis the Doctrine of 
Scripture, when it impreſſes itſelf ſo ſtrongly 
upon the Minds of thoſe Men who forſake 
the Doctrines of their Catechiſms in other 
reſpects. I wiſh, with all my Soul, that 
every Man beheld every Goſpel Truth in 
the ſame ſtrong Light of Aſſurance as I do, 
and were as fervent and ſollicitous to vindi- 
cate and ſupport it; but in this one Article 
of the Atonement of Chriſt, I think I can ven- 
ture to recommend this Author, Forgive 
me, Paulinus, that I have interrupted you 
ſo long, and I intreat you to proceed now 
in reading your Paper. | 

I obey, ſays Paulinus, and thank you for 
the Interruption. Obſerve now, ſays he, 
tho? I have not hitherto uſed the Word Sa- 
tisfaftion for Sin, nor will I zealouſly contend 
for it, becauſe it is not expreſsly written in 
Scripture, yet the ſame Senſe and Meaning 
is ſo plainly aſſerted there, that I make no 
Scruple to uſe it: and to make the Inno- 
cency and Propriety -of this Word appear, 
let us conſider the Ideas that belong to it. 

Sati faction ĩs either that of a private Per- 
fon or a publick Governor. | | 

Satisfaction is often made to a private Per- 
fon for an Injury done him, by doing or 
ſuffering ſomething which ſhall remove his 
own perſonal juſt Reſentment againſt the 

| _ Oltender, 
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Offender, whether this be done or ſuffer'd 
by the Offender himſelf, or by a Friend or 
Surety for him: Now in this Caſe the of- 
fended Perſon may acknowledge himſelf /a- 
id with ſome very ſmall fort of Recom- 
pence, according to his own Fancy ; ſuch as 
the meer aſking Pardon, the promiſing not 
to offend again, or the Payment of a little 
Money, or ſome ſmall Penalty of Pain or 
Loſs. But this is not properly the Caſe here 
in the Satisfaction which Chriſt made to God 
his Father for the Sins of Men. | 
The other fort of Satisfaction is, when a 
publick Law is broken, and the Governor, 
_ tho? he deſign to ſhew Mercy to the Guilty, 
yet demands ſome Satisfaction for the Of- 
fence, ſomething inſtead of the Puniſhment 
of the Offender, which may equally fecure 
the great Ends of Government. A wiſe Go- 
vernor in this Caſe will uſually demand ſuch 
a Satisfaction as may beſt anſwer the Ends 
of the Law, and maintain the Authority of 
the Government, ſuch as may ſhew the Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Juſtice of the Lawgiver in making 
ſuch a Law, and appointing ſuch a Penalty, 
and may deter Perſons for the future from 
the like Offences, even tho* he deſign to 
Pardon the preſent Offender. In this Caſe, 
if a Surety be admitted to ftand in the room 
of the Criminal, this is a Matter of meer 
Favour; and ſuch a Satisfaction is generally 
required of him as comes neareſt to the 
8 9 4 Execution 
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Execution of the Penalty threatned by the 
Law, if any Circumſtances ſhould render it 
not proper for him to ſuſtain the ſame in 
all reſpects. I know not in Hiſtory a more 
happy Example of this than the Caſe of 
Zaleucus, a Lawgiver of the Locrenſians, 
who having made a Law that an Adulterer 
ſhould loſe both his Eyes, and finding his 
own Son guilty of that Crime, he order'd 
one of his own Eyes to be put out, and 
one of his Son's. Thus he render'd to 
„ the Law (ſays Valerius Maximus) the 
«© Puniſhment which it claim'd, with a 
* moſt admirable Temperature of Juſtice, 
e dividing himſelf into a merciful Father 
and a juſt Lawgiver.” The Eye of Zaleu- 
cus was here made a partial Sacrifice of Atone- 
ment for the Offence of the Criminal; this 
gave ſuch a Satisfaction to the Government, 
and as effectually ſecur'd future Obedience 
to the Law, as if the Adulterer had loſt both: 
his Eyes, * | 

Such a fort of Satigſaction is that which- 
the Sufferings and Death of Chriſt have made 

o 


* I preſume no Reader will be ſo weak as to ſtrain 
the Simile to an exact Parallel in all things, and to 
ſuppoſe that Men are to make half the Satisfaction to 
the Juſtice of God, and Chriſt make. t'other half, 
becauſe this Atonement which Zaleucus made was but 
partial, and did not fave both the Eyes of his Son. 
The Simile is juſt and proper ſo far as it goes; 
but I grant if Zaleucus had loſt both his own Eyes, it 
would have been a more perfect Parallel. | 
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to God the Father and Governor of the 
World, for the Sins of Men. Death was 
the threatned Penalty for Sin ; Tribulation 
and Anguiſh on every Soul that doth amiſs : 
but God in Mercy to the Offender hath not 
only admitted, but alſo provided, a Surety, 
even his own Son; and he hath accepted of 
his Agonies of Soul and his bodily Death in 
the room and ſtead of our Agonies of Soul 
and our eternal Death, and regards it as a 
Satisfaction for the Violation of his Law 
by our Sins. He is ſatisfy'd as a Lawgiver 
and Governor by this Sacrifice, and upon 
this account it is properly called a Satrsfa- 
 #ion as well as a Sacrifice of Atonement or 
Propitiation for Sin; ſo that God now can 
honourably pardon the Sinner without any 
Imputation upon himſelf, either of his own 
Remiſſneſs of Government, or of fooliſh 
Pity to the Offender, God having been /a- 
tig yd with the Honour which Chriſt has done 
to his Law and Government by his Death. 
Juſtice and Mercy are temper'd here, 
and both ſhine with their peculiar Glories. 
*Tis only thro' the Propitiation of Chriſt 
that God appears to be a juſt or righteous 
God, tho* his Mercy juſtifies. the Sinner who 
believes in Jeſus, and truſts in this Propitia- 
tion. See a further Vindication of the Uſe 
of the Word Sati faction in this Controverſy, 


in the Treatiſes of Grottys and of 7 94 — 
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and others on that Subject, which I have 
read in my younger Years. | 

I have diverted perhaps too far out of 
the way of Argument which I took; but 
*twas needful to give a clear Idea of what is 
meant by the Atonement of Chriſt, that the 
Purſuit of my Argument in this Way of. 
Query might appear more perſpicuous, and 
might move onward with greater Force. I 
have enquir'd of Agrippa already, Whether 
it was poſſible that St. Paul, St. Peter, 
and St. John, by all the various ſacrifical 
Phraſes which they ſo often apply to the 
Death of Chriſt, can be ſuppoſed to mean 
nothing more than a Martyrdom for that Do- 
ctrine of his which excites Sinners to Repen- 
tance by a Promiſe of Pardon, I proceed 
to the next Enquiry. | 


Query 1 N the ſecond Place IT would de- 
| ſire Agrippa to tell me, What 
is the true Intent and Meaning of this ſort 
of ſacrifical Language, when *tis uſed by 
Fews or Heathens? What is the Senſe of ſuch 
Phraſes when they are made uſe of by Moſes 
the Lawgiver of the Jews under God, 
conſider'd only as their Political King, and 
the Civil Governor of that Nation? What 
is the Meaning of Sin- offerings and Sacri- 
fices of Atonement? What does the Jeuiſh 
Lawgiver intend, when the People ſhall have 
been guilty of ſome Violation of the Sta- 
Aa | rutes 
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tutes of God, as King of the Land, or Ne- 
gle& of his Ordinances, that they muſt ſlay 


a Lamb or a Goat, and burn it upon the Altar, 
that the Prieſt ſhall make Atonement for them 


hereby, and the Offence /hall be forgiven them? 


And even if the Ruler or any of the common 
_ People ſhould commit a Sin thro Ignorance 


againſt the Commandments of the Lord, they 


were 10 lay their Hand upon the Head of the 
Goat, as a Sin-offering, as it were confeſſing 
ſome Iniquity which then came to their 
Knowledge, and transferring it as far as poſ- 
ſible upon the Head of the Animal, and de- 
voting it to Death. The Sin-offering 0 


to be ſlain before the Lord; the Prieſt was 


ordain*d to take the Blood thereof with his Fin- 
ger, to put it on the Horns of the Altar, and 
to pour out the reſt at the Altar's Foot ; the 
Fat was to be burnt upon the Altar, the Prieſt 
was to make Atonement in this Manner for the 
Sin that they had committed, and it * ſhall be for- 
given them. See Lev. iv. And in the great 
Day of Expiation, when an atoning Sacri- 
fice was offer'd for the whole Nation to re- 


move their annual Guilt, ſome of the ſame 


Rites were to be uſed, the Beaſt was ſlain and 
offer d to God on the Altar, and the Blood 
was carried into the moſt holy Place, and 


ſprinkled before the Preſence of God, that 


e bleſſed God, who dwelt in a viſible Glo- 


ry on the Mercy-Seat, might (as 1t were) 
fee and accept of the Blood or Life of other 


Creatures 


* 
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Creatures in the room of the Life of the of- 
fending Jews. See Levit. iv. v, vi, and 
XVI. | W 

Thus *tis evident, that the Deſign of theſe 
bleeding Sacrifices of Atonement was to 
ſhew not only. that the Criminal deſerved 
Death in the ſight of God, according to 
ſtri& and ſevere Juſtice; but that God would 
ſhew Mercy to the Criminal, by ſparing 
him upon his Confeſſion of Sin and his Re- 
pentance, and would accept of the vicarious 
Death of another Creature in his ſtead. This 
was the plain Caſe and evident Deſign in the 
firſt Inſtitution of Sacrifices given to Adam 
after his firſt Sin, and it runs thro? all the 
Offerings of Atonement in ſucceſſive Ages. * 
I muſt confeſs, ſaith Paulinus, it has been long 
my ſettled Opinion, that *twas God's origi- 
nal and eternal Decree and Purpoſe of ma- 
king his Son Feſus à proper Sacrifice of 
Atonement for the Sins of Men, that gave 
Occaſion to all the ſacrifical Rites of Atone- 
ment, and the ſacrifical Phraſes which were 


ever uſed, and were ſo well known by the 


Patriarchs, and which were practiſed by 
Moſes and Aaron, and were eſtabliſh'd in the 
Jewiſh Nation, and which indeed were con- 


veyed 


* See this Matter ſet in a good Light by an ano- 
nymous Author in the Treatiſe intitled, Revelatian 
examin d with Candour, Part I. pag. 140, &c. who 


has promiſed to ſhew how the Death of Chriſt was fi- . 


gured in that Covenant with Adam, wherein Sacrifi- 
ces were inſtituted,  * OI Ig 


a | * 


— 


40 We Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. It. 


veyed 0 Noah to his Poſterity, tho* they 
were diſmally corrupted in the Heathen 
World. 


But to return to Fewwi/b Sacrifices, Thoſe 
who will ſcarce acknowledge theſe Ceremo- 
nies to be proper Types of the Sacrifice of 
Chriſt and his Blood, yet, I think, they ge- 
nerally allow thus much, that by the Ap- 
pointment of God theſe Sacrifices were to 
make a ſort of political Atonement or Satiſ- 
faction to God their political Lord or King, 
as far as they were capable, for breaking any 


of his Statutes; and when this was done the 


Offenders ſtood right in his Sight as King 
of the Nation, and he did not execute his 
Threatnings upon them. The Life of the 
Sacrifice was a Ranſom for their Lives; and 
the Blood, which was the Life or animal 
Soul of the Beaſt, was a Ranfom for their 
animal Soul, i. e. their bodily Life. Now 
when this ſame ſort of Language in the va- 
rious Phraſes of it is uſed in the New Teſta- 
ment, and in a moſt expreſs Manner apply'd 
to the Death of Chriſt, to the pouring out of 
his Blood, which is call'd the Blood of Sprink- 
ling, and the real Atonement or Propitiation 
which is made thereby in the Sight of God, 
the Lord of Conſcience and the Governor of 
the immortal Souls or Spirits of Men, why 
ſhould not we ſuppoſe that the Words bear 
the ſame Senſe? Why are we not to un- 
derſtand by theſe Expreſſions, that von 
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made his Soul an Offering for Sin, that Jeſus 
Chriſt by his Death became a true Sacrifice 
of Propitiation for ſinful Men, by dying in 
the room and ſtead of the Offenders, and 
obtain'd the Pardon of thoſe Sins, thoſe real 
Immoralities or Impieties, from which they 
could never be ju$ifyd, or releaſed, by the Law 
of Moſes, Acts xiii. 39. and for which there 
was no Sacrifice appointed by that Lawgi- 
ver? What? Muſt the Blood of Bulls and 
Goats make a real Atonement for the Sins of 
the Zewiſh Nation, i. e. their political Of- 
fences or ceremonial Defilements in the ſight 
of God, as their peculiar King and Gover- 
nor, ſo as to reſtore them to temporal Bleſ- 
ſings; and ſhall the Blood, of Chriſt be con- 
ſtrued to make only a typical and figurative 
Atonement for the Sins of Men, which de- 
ſerve eternal Death, in the ſight of God, 
the univerſal Ruler of all Nations, and the 
Lord of Conſcience ? If any of theſe be ty- 
pical and ſhadowy, good Agrippa, let the 
Blood of Bulls and Goats be the Type and 
Shadow, as St. Paul, in the gth Chapter 
to the Hebrews, declares, and not the Blood 
of the Son of God; nor let the Expreſſions 
that relate to it be explain'd all away, and 
be made to vaniſh into Type, and Trope, 
and Metaphor, when they are apply'd to the 
Subſtance and Antitype. The ꝗth and roth 
Chapters to the Hebrews, I think, might ſuf- 
ficiently convince any willing and unpreju- 


diced | 
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diced Reader, how much the Apoſtle had 
his Eye and Heart fixed upon this Doctrine 
of the real Propitiation made by the Blood 


of Chriſt, as typify'd by the Jewiſh Sacrifi- 


ces and Propitiations: And when theſe are 
ſaid to ſaniify to the purifying of the Fleſh, 
7. e. to remove bodily or outward Impurities, 
ſo as to ſet the Offender right in the ſight 
of God as King of the Nation, or viſible 
Head of the Church, how much more ſhall 
the Blood of Chriſt, who thro' the eternal $ pirit 
offered himſelf without Spot to God, purge your 
Conſciences from dead Works, i. e. remove the 
Guilt of thoſe Works from the Conſcience 
which deſerved Death? Heb: ix. 13, 14. 
But I would purſue this Second Query a lit- 
tle further ſtill, What is the true Meaning 
of this ſort of Expreflions, when God him- 
ſelf uſes them to Eliphaꝝ, and the other 
Friends of Fob, who had nothing to do with 
Judaiſin, and probably were born before 
Moſes ? Take ſeven Bullocks and ſeven Rams, 
ana offer up for pourſelves, ſaid he, a burnt 
Offering, for my Wrath is kindled againſt you; 
and my Servant Job ſhall pray for you, for 
bim will I accept, leſt I deal with you after 


your Folly, Here is an Atonement plainly . 


- enjoin'd, that God might honourably par- 
don them. 

What does Balak the King of Moab mean 
by his Queſtion put to Balaam, as it is re- 
corded by Micab the Prophet, chap. v. 6, wi 

Wi 
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Will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of 
Rams, or with ten thouſand Rivers of Oil ? 
Shall I give my Firſt-born for my Tranſgreſſion, 
or the Fruit of my Body for the Sin of 
my Soul? Does not this Language plainly 
ſignify an Atonement for Sin? tho* Balaam 
by the Preſcription of moral Duties ſhews 
him, that all theſe expenſive and bloody Sa- 
crifices are not ſufficient to pleaſe God with- 
out Holineſs . Tis plain therefore, that 
others beſides Zews uſe this Language in the 
ſame Senſe, a I would 


“ Since I have mention'd this Text to ſhew the 
Senſe and Meaning of Balak in his Inquiries, it is ne- 
ceſſary I ſhould more at large explain Balaam's An- 
ſwer, becauſe the Men of 4erippa's Creed boaſt of this 
Text as a Proof of their Doctrine, wiz. that all Sa- 
crifices are uſeleſs things toward any real Atonement for 
Sin: For when Bala# puts the Queſtion, fay they, 
Wherexvith hall I come before the Lord, and bow my- 
ſelf before the high God? Shall I come before him with 
burnt Offerings, with Calves of a Year old? Will the 
Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of Rams, or ten thouſands 
of Rivers of Oil, or the Sacrifue of my own Son Ba- 
laam refers him only to the Practice ef Natural Reli- 
gion: He hath ſhew'd thee, O Man, what is good ; and 
wwhat doth the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, to 
love Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God; with- 
out ſo much as any poſitive Approbation of Sacrifices ? 
And (fay they) this very Anſwer of Balaam the Hea- 
then is cited by Micah, a Prophet of the Fews, as an 
Inſtruction for them how to pleaſe God, 7. e. by moral 
Duties, and not by Sacrifices. 
Now to give a fair Anſwer to this Matter, let it be 
conſider'd, ' | 
1. Balak was the King of Moab, and imagined God 
was to be engaged on his Side by Sacrifices ; therefore 
; in 
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I would enquire further, What is the 
Meaning of Joby the Baptiſt, . Fore-run- 


ner 


in ſeveral Places he built ſeven Altars, and Her a a 
Bull and a Ram on every Altar, that he might prevail 
with God to give him Victory over {/rael, Numb. xxiii. 
When he found all this was vain Labour, he may then 
be ſuppoſed to enquire of Balaam, Wherewith ſhall I 
come before the Lord? Are not my Sacrifices young 
enough? Muſt they be Calves of a Year old? Are they 
not large enough? Shall I bring 2 #hou/and Rams in- 
ſtead of ſeven, or Rivers of Oil inſtead of a ſmall Quan- 
tity ? Or are they not precious enough ? Shall I ger 
any own Children inſtead of Brute Beaſts > Whereupon 
Balaam ſeems to ſay, Alas, you are quite miſtaken : 
It is not for want of younger or larger Sacrifices, or 
of any other kind, that God neglects you: If you would 
become acceptable to him, you muſt mind the, Duties 
of Morality and Piety, 4% Fuftice, ave Mercy, and 
bumble thy ſelf (as the original Words are) to walk with 
thy God. So that Sacrifices are, neither encouraged nor 
forbidden in this Speech of Balaam; but Balak is 
Pointed to that Morality and inward Religion which he 
wanted, and without which no Sacrifices whatſoever 
could be acceptable to God. 

2. Conſider that Balaam was a Heathen, who was 
ſometimes inſpired, but not always. Now if theſe 
Words as ſpoken by Balaam were not inſpired, then it 
is only Micah the Jeruiſoꝰ Prophet's Citation from a 
Heathen, to put the Fews in mind, how much more 
acceptable the Duties of Morality are to God than 
meer Ceremonies. The Fews were much of Bala#'s 
mind, and thought Ceremonies and Sacrifices ſhould 
do all for them, while they neglected moral Duties: 
and therefore Balaam is ſilent about Sacrifices, and 
directs Balak only to Piety and Morality ; and Micah 
for the ſame Reaſon cites the ſame Sentence to the 
Jews, that while he reproves them by the Mouth of a 
Heathen, he may ſhame them into Virtue and Piety. 


Probably | 
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ner of Chriſt, when in Jobn i. 29. he ſays, 


upon his ſight of Jeſus, Bebold the Lamb of 


* "God 


Probably Balaam, among the reſt of the Heathen, 
had loſt the original Inſtitution and Deſign of Sacrifi- 
ces, and the Light of Nature could not teach it him 
again: and therefore he makes no Anſwer about them, 
nor faith any thing of them ; but the Light of Nature 
could teach him, that 7 do juſtly, Ec. was neceſſary 
to pleaſe God. * | 

But on the other hand, ſuppoſe Balaam was in- 
ſpired to deliver this Sentence to Ba/ak ; and ſuppoſe, 
while he preaches Morality, he had ſtrongly deny'd 
the Uſe of Sacrifices here, it can mean only a compa- 
rative Denial, z. e. a Preference of Morality when 
compar'd with Ceremonies ; for Compariſons are ex- 
preſs'd often in this manner in the Taſfern Languages, 
by a Negation of one thing, and an Affirmation of 
the other, as is abundantly evident in this very Caſe, 
Hof. vi. 6. I deſired Mercy and not Sacrifice, an the 
Knowledge of God more than burnt Offerings. | 

3. Conſider yet further, that when the Prophet 
Jaiab reproves the Fexvs for the want of moral Virtue, 
he ſpeaks more expreſsly againſt Sacrifices than Balaam 
does here. He tells them, Their Ob/ations were vain, 
their new Moons and appointed Feaſts «vere an Abomi- 
nation, Iſai. i. 11, 12, &c. not that God had not ap- 
pointed them, but becauſe they were not attended with 
moral Virtues : And upon this account he ſays, Bring 
m more vain Oblations : To what purpoſe is the Mul- 
titude of your Sacrifices unto me ? Vet all this Language 
of the Prophet does not prove that Sacrifices were ut- 
terly uſeleſs under that Oeconomy wherein they were 
preſcribed ; for at another time the very ſame Pro- 
phet, as well as others, reproves the Fewvs for the 
neglect of the Sacrifices and Offerings which God had 
appointed, Jai. xliii. 23. Mal. ui. 8. Such kind 
of Language therefore, whether uſed by a Fewjh or 
a Gentile Prophet, only ſhews that a Dependance on 


- Sacrifice without real Virtue and Piety is worth no- 


thing in God's Account. 


6 
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God who taketh away the Sins of the World ? 
Does he call him a Lamb, becauſe he takes 
away Sin by his Doctrine of Pardon upon 
Repentance, and by his Death to confirm 
this Doctrine? Did Lambs ever take away 
Sin in this Manner, by Doctrine and Mar- 
tyrdom ? Is there any Senſe in which a Lamb 
takes away. Sin but as an atoning Sacrifice by 
his bloody Death ? And how can this be ap- 
ply'd to Chriſt in this Place in any other 
Senſe? | 
Yet again let me aſk, What is meant by 
all the Phraſes of the like kind, when they 
are uſed by the antient Heathens, when either 
Beaſts or Men were devoted to Death, in 
order to ſave a guilty Perſon or a Nation 
from Puniſhment, and the ſuppoſed Anger 
of their Gods? What can be the Meaning of 
theſe Phraſes when they are uſed upon this 
Occaſion, Averruncare malum, or deorum 
iras, luſtrare populum aut exercitum, piacu- 
lum fieri, or meln, draviuae, N d pke, 
expiare crimina, ſcelus, reatum; I ſay, what 
does all this mean, but to make Atonement 
for Sin, to remove the Puniſhment from the 
Offenders by letting it fall upon the Surety 
or Sacrifice? So the two Decii, Father and 
Son, devoted themſelves to Death, and fa- 
ved the Roman Army from the ſuppos'd 
Anger of the Gods and Deſtruction. So 
Menæceus is ſaid to have devoted himſelf for 
the City of Thebes, in danger of being de- 
[ ſtroy'd 
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ſtroy'd by the Argives. So the Maſilians 
were wont to explate their City, by taking 
a Perſon devoted, by imprecating on his 
Head all the Evil to which the City 
was liable, and caſting him into the Sea 
with theſe Words, we/<nwa iuey jor, Be 
thou our Propitiatory Sacrifice, So the 
Egyptians, as Herodotus teſtifies, laid their 
Imprecations on the Heads of thoſe that were 
devoted to Neath, that all Evil might be 
turn'd from the Sacrificer, and from Egypt, 
and laid on the Head of the Sacrifice. See 
many Citations and Inſtances of this kind 
in learned Writers. Conſult Grotius's little 
Book of the Satisfaftion of Chriſt, and let 
Agrippa anſwer thoſe Arguments better than 
any of the Socinians have done before he re- 
nounce this. Doctrine. Conſult another very 
ſhort Eſſay on this Subject by the late learn- 
ed Dr. Owen at the End of his Treatiſe of 
the Trinity, where, as I remember, he ſhews 
the true Meaning of one Perſon's: dying for 
another among the antient Heathens, and the 
Doctrine of Atonement for Sin as practiſed 
among them, which may be eaſily review'd 
without running to more large and learned 
Volumes“. Now when this is the plain 

| Meaning 


* It will be granted that the Heathens ſpeaking of 
their Sacrifices and Atanements for Sin, uſe ſuch Ex- 
preſſions, as appeaſing the Wrath of their Gods by the 
Blood of their Sacrifices, &c. which cannot properly be 

apply'd 
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Meaning of Atonement for Sin, or purging a- 
way Sin by Sacrifice, ſo well known among 
the Fews and amongſt the Heathens, i. e. 
thro? all the World; I would aſk Agrippa 
why ſhould not the ſame ſort of Expreſſions 
be permitted to ſignify much the ſame thing 
when they are made uſe of in the New Te- 
ſtament, and apply'd to the Sufferings and 
Death of Chriſt, as an Atonement for the 
Sins of Men ? 

Were not the Apoſtles ſent to preach the 
Goſpel to the Gentiles as well as the Fews ? 
and if it could be ſuppoſed that they uſed 
theſe Expreſſions of Atonement only in con- 
formity to Fewih Cuſtoms and Phraſes, 
Why did they uſe them ſo much among the 
Gentiles? Did they not deſign to preach in 
fuch Language that the Gentiles might un- 
derſtand their Meaning ? But if theſe Phra- 
ſes were well known among the Heathens as 
well as the Jews, then why ſhould we not 
ſuppoſe theſe" Expreſſions, when apply'd to 

— | the 
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apply d to the Sacrifice of Chr: in their literal Senſe ; 
becauſe in Propriety of Speech, God has no Wrath 
awakened in him by Sin, nor can any Blood properly 
appeaſe that Wrath. But let it be remember'd, that 10 
the great God condeſcending to the Weakneſs of Men, ll ©Y 
ſometimes ſpeaks. in their Phraſes, and hath been plea- E. 
ſed to repreſent himſelf as angry on the account of po 
Sin, and as appeaſed by the Sacrifices of Atonement in it 
ſeveral Places of Scripture, tho' the true and proper n 
Ideas of theſe things are evident and obvious enough, 

as they have been explain'd before. 
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the Death of Chriſt, to be underſtood in the 
common Senſe of Mankind, both Jui and 
Gentiles * 
To confirm all this, let me inquire here, 

What was the Senſe in which the primitive 
Chriſtians underſtood theſe Expreſſions of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles? How do they deſcribe 
and ſet forth their Conceptions of theſe great 
and momentous Doctrines in their Writings? 
Do they not ſpeak plainly and ftrongly of 
e Wl the Atonement of Chriſt for Sin, and his dy- 

? ing as a Sacrifice to expiate- their Offences, 
d Wl and their Intereſt in this Forgiveneſs by 

Faith? Now if primitive Writers inform us 
this was the common Senſe in which the firſt 
Chriſtians underſtood the Speeches of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, why ſhould-we not ima- 
gine that they took them in. the right Senſe? 
Why ſhould the Church be ſuppos'd to wait 
ſo many hundred Years for the true Mean- 
ing of the Chriſtian Doctrine till the Days 
of Socinns? Why was it left to wander ſo 

long in ſuch ſtrange Superſtition and myſte- 

rious Darkneſs as the Doctrine of  Atone- 

ment for Sin by the Death of Cbriſt, if theſe 
Speeches meant nothing elſe but natural Re- 
ligion, or the Confirmation of it by the Mar- 
tyrdom of a Prophet? In Doctrines and 
Expoſitions of leſſer Moment I eafily: ſup- 

poſe many of the Fathers may greatly mi- 
lake, but methinks in Doctrines of ſuch 
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- this early Churches to be miſtaken. 


Ruery HL GAIN, I would aſk 
Agrippa, Was not Socrates 
raiſed up by Divine Providence to inſtruc 
à corrupt Nation, and to reform a degene- 
rate Age, as he ſuppoſes Feſus Chriſt to be? 
Did he not teach the Unity of the true Ged, 
and the true way of worſhipping him by in- 
ward Devotion of the Heart, in the midſt 
of many Grecian Idolatries and Superſtitions, 
as Zeſus taught the ſpiritual Nature of God 
and inward Religion, m Oppoſition to the 
Traditions of Jets, and meer outward Cere- 
_ ? Was not Socrates accus'd for ſpeak- 
againſt the Idols of Athens, and the pub. 
lick Religion, as Jeſus was for his reproving 
the corrupt Manners of the cus? Was he 
not condemned by wicked Men, and put to, 
Death by Poiſon on this Account, as Chri} 
was by the Croſs? Did he not bear his Te- 
ſtimony to the truth of his Doctrine, and 
feal it with his Death as Jeſus did? Do not 
the Deiſts cry him up as a Martyr for the 
Unity of the true God and the Rules of Vir. 
tue, as our modern Chriſtians make Chri} 
a meer Martyr for his Doctrine of Reforma- 
tion? And had he not ſeveral Diſciples who 
raught his Doctrine concerning the Unity of 
God and the Divine Perfections? And do 


they not declare the true Sentiments of &. 
cralti 
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crates their Maſter, as the Apoſtles declare 
che true Do&rines of Chriſt? But does So- 
crates himſelf, or any of his Diſciples ever 
talk in ſuch a manner about his Death and 


the Cup of Poiſon, as Chriſt and his Apoſtles 


do about the Crucifixion of the bleſſed Jeſus? 


Do the Greek Philoſophers lay out ſuch 
ſtrange Language upon it, and ſuch various 
and hard Tropes and Figures to repreſent the 
great Importance of his Death to their Pra- 
ctice of Virtue, or the obtaining the Divine 


Favour? Does he ever ſay for himſelf, or 


did they ever ſay for him, Unleſs ye eat the 
Fleſh of Socrates, ye cannot be Philoſophers, 
or that Socrates gave his Fleſh for Meat to the | 
People, and for the Life of the World, or gave 
himſelf a Ranſom for many? Did Plato ever 
teach his Pupils, that they muſt be ſaved by 
the Death of Socrates, or that he reconciled 
them to God by his dying for them? Do they 
ever glory in the Poiſon of Socrates, as St. Paul 
glories in the Croſs of Chriſt ? When they 
taught the Doctrines of Socrates concerning 
God, Religion, and Virtue, do they ever 
lay, We preach Socrates poiſon'd, as the Apo- 
ſtles preached Chriſt crucify'd, tho? Socrates 
died by Poiſon, atteſting the Truth of his 
Doctrine, as Chriſt died by the Croſs to at- 
teſt his? Can it be ſuppos'd then that our 
Saviour*s Death held only the ſame place in 
his Doctrine as the Death of Socrates held in 
his, i, e, as an Atteſtation to the Truth of 

| DD 2 it, 
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it, or ſealing it with his Blood? Can we 


' Kciently evident that in ſeveral other Scriptures it refer 
to the Doctrines of the Goſpel itſelf, without any re- 
ceſſary reference to the Reception of i it by the Gentil 


.perſuade ourſelves that when St. Paul deter- 
mined to know nothing elſe amongſt the Corin- 
thians in Compariſon of Chriſt and bim cru- 
%, that he meant meerly the Martyrdom 
2 Chrift to atteſt the Truths of natural Re- 
ligion, of which he was the Reſtorer? Sure- 
ly the Death of Chriſt upon the Croſs has 
ſomething more to do in this our Goſpel, 
than meerly to bear Witneſs to the Truth of 
his Doctrine, and to convince the World 
that he was ſent to publiſh it, ſince his Cru- 
. cifixion and Death, according to St. Paul's 
writing, lies as the Foundation of the Goſ- 
pel, that is, of the bleſſed Tidings of Peace 
„ Reconciliation to God, and "the Reco- 
very of ſinful Men to Holineſs and Hap- 


pineſs. 


0 1 WOULD yet * farther: aſk 


Agrippa, Why St. Paul ſhould 


Irequently, repreſent the Goſpel as a great Ml © 

Myſtery *, a deep and facred thing <hicb : 
Co the 

* It is known Mr. Lock has taught ſome Perſons to tl 

Imagine, that in almoſt (if not entirely) all the Places th 

Wers the Word Myfery- is apply'd to the Goſpel, it WW < 
relates chiefly or only to the , preaching of it to the 


| Gentiles' as well as to the Fes, and the Admiſſion of 
the Gertiles into the Kingdom of the Meffiah. I grant 
it may include this in two or three Places; but tis fut- 


World, but that is not my preſent Buſineſs, 
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the World knew not, nor could know till it 
was reveal'd? A Myſtery which was hid from 
Apes and Generations, which was hid in God 
from all the antient Ages, or from the Begin- 
ning of the World, the Wiſdom of God in a 
Myſtery, the manifold Wiſdom which is made 
known by the Church to the Principalities and 
Powers of Heaven, (or which the Angels, 
themſelves deſire to pry into, as St. Peter 
f ſpeaks) and which 1s made known to the Na- 
4 tions by preaching the Myſtery of Faith, the 
great Myſtery of Godlineſs ? Is there any ſuch 
depth of divine Wiſdom manifeſted in the 
(. common Truths of natural Religion? Is 
there any ſuch hidden Myſtery in the Doctrines 
which the Light of Nature teaches, as that 
the former Ages of the World could not 
poſſibly find it out, and which Angels are 
forced to pry into, in order to learn it? Is. 
chere any thing that deſerves ſuch Language 
ani the Dictates of Reaſon, even if you ſhould 
add the happy Reſurrection of the Body to 
chem, which is diſcover'd by Chrift as the 
„ Reward of his Faithful Followers? But that 
to MF the Son of God, who dwelt in the Boſom of 
ces Wl the Father before the World was, who was. 
it with God, and who was God, ſhould take 
— Fleſh and Blood upon him, that he might be 
capable of dying, and that he ſhould actually 
uf die in the room and ſtead of guilty Men as a 
fer Sacrifice of Atonement, that he ſhould re- 
3 concile them to God by his Death, that he 
wi D 3 > Sond 
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ſhould riſe again and reign in Heaven to 
compleat this Salvation, and that ſinful 
Men muſt obtain Pardon of Sin and eternal 
Life by the Sufferings and Death of the Son 
of God as a Sacrifice in their ſtead, and by 
Faith in his Blood; this is ſuch a Doctrine 
unknown to the World, ſuch a divine My- 
ſtery as deſerves all theſe Expreſſions of Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Honour which the Apoſtle applies 
to it. Tho? the Heathens as well as the 
Fewws might eaſily underſtand this Doctrine 
when it was preach*d to them, according to 
the Notion of Expiation by Sacrifices, which 
was familiar to them, yet it was originally 
a Myſtery which they could not haye known 
without expreſs Revelation, and they were 
averſe to receive it when *twas reveal'd. 


Query V. I WILL make another Query, 
| and aſk Agrippa and his Friends 

again, Why St. Paul ſpeaks of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt as ſuch a Matter of Folly and Ri- 
dicule in the eſteem of the wiſe Men of 
ibis World, or the Heathen Philoſophers, if 
it were little more than the Doctrine of the 
Light of Nature, the Rules of Virtue, and 
the Favour of God to thoſe who follow'd 
them with a Repentance of their former Vi- 
ces? Why ſhould he call this Goſpel 7b: 
Fooliſhneſs of preaching, by which it pleaſed 
| God 10 ſave them that believe? Why ſhould 


he ſpeak of his venturing to preach it as 
a Mat- 
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à Matter of Courage ſufficient to boaſt of, 


and that ſeveral times over; that he is not 
aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; that be is not 
aſhamed to preach it even at Rome, and that 
he ſhould call the Croſs of Chriſt bis Glory, 
Rom. i. 16. and 2 Tim. i. 12. and Gal. vi. 
bearing up boldly thro? all the Reproach and 
Shame that was caſt upon his Doctrine by 
the Men of Wiſdom and Philoſophy? If the 


meer Reſtoration of natural Religion was the 


grand Subject or chief Theme of his Mini- 
ſtry, would the Heatben Philoſophers have 
ever pronounced Fooli/bneſs upon it; or have 
put him to ſhame for ſuch ſort of Doctrines 
as their own Reaſon might teach them, and 
ſeveral of them did teach? It is evident 
therefore, that the Name of Chriſt crucified, 
in the Apoſtle's Lips, includes in it the Re- 
conciliation of ſinful Man to God, by the 
Sufferings of the curſed Death of the Croſs 
which Jeſus endured, and which is laid at 
the Foundation of his Religion. This is 
that which ſome of the Philoſophers | of 
Greece would deride and call Fool:fbneſs, viz.) 
for one Perſon to hope for Pardon of Sin and 
and eternal Life by the Sufferings and Death- 
of another; and this is the Doctrine of which: 


St. Paul is not aſhamed, but makes it the 


Matter of his Sermons and his Glory. 


D 4 Query VI. | 
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Ee VI. IG H T I be permit tted 

to proceed in this ſort of 
netter Manner, I would enquire of 
Agrippa and his Companions, Whether a 
much meaner Perſon than they themſelves 
believe Jeſus Chriſt to be, might not have 
been ſufficient to be ſent from God as a Pro- 
phet to reſtore natural Religion, and teach 
the World all the Doctrines which Chriſt 
taught them? I ſuppoſe they believe him 
according to Scripture, to be the only-begot- 
ten Son of God, 'who lay in the Boſom of the 
Father. before the. Foundation of the World, the 
Brightneſs of his Fathers Glory, and the ex- 
preſs Image of his Perſon, by whom and for 
whom all things were created in Heaven and 
Earth, uiſible and inviſible, who is Lord of 
Angels, and !o-10hom all the Principalities and 
Powers of the upper World are made ſubject, 
and are but his miniſtring Spirits. Now was 
it worth while for ſo very illuſtrious a Be- 
ing, who is ſo near to Godhead even in 
their Senſe, to be ſent down on this Earth to 
ſpend a Life in Labour and Sorrows, to be 
ſcourged and buffetted, and nail'd to a 
Croſs, and expire there in the midſt of 
Shame and Agonies, if his chief Buſineſs 
had been. to reſtore natural Religion as a 
great Prophet or Teacher, and to die in the 
Confirmation of it? Might not J/aiab or 


Feremiah, or one of the old .Prophets — 
en 
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been raiſed to Life for ſuch a Purpoſe as this, 
rather than the only Son of God ſent down. 
to die ſo cruel a Death? Might not ſome 
new Prophet have been raiſed up amongſt. 
Men, and been furniſh'd with the Power of. 
Miracles like Moſes, to have atteſted all the 
Truths that Jeu preach'd to the World, 
and then died as a Martyr for them, and 
roſe again to give them Confirmation? 
What Doctrine did our bleſſed Saviour ever 
pronounce, which the Tongue of a much in- 
ferior Perſon could net have pronounced? 
What viſible Miracle did he work, which a. 
Moſes or an Elijab could not have wrought 
by. Commiſſion from Heaven ? Is the Choice. 
of ſo divine a Meſſenger for ſuch Purpoſes of 
a meer Prophet, as might have been fulfill'd 
by much meaner Perſons, agreeable to the 
Conduct of ſupreme Wiſdom ? Or had the 
great God ſo little value for the Peace and 
Happineſs of his beſt. beloved Son, as to- 
make him a needleſs Sacrifice? Surely if we 
believe the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, and the 
—— in which it is expreſs'd, our own. 
Reaſon would teach us alſo to believe, that 
ſo glorious a Perſon as Jeſus Chriſt was ſent, 
down and died for ſome ſuch grand and im- 
portant Deſign: as the Miſſion and Death of 
a meaner Perſon could never effect, i. e. as 
the Apoſtle Paul expreſſes it, 10 purge away- 
our Sins by the Sacrifice of himſelf ;, or as Fe- 
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fs himſelf informs us, to give bis Life a 
Ranſom tor ſinful Men. 0 

And ꝛ tis well worthy of our Notice, that 
in ſeveral Places of the New Teſtament, 
where the Death of Chrift and our Redem- 

it are mention*d, there the 

and 1 Character of our — 
the ſame time repreſented, to ſhew us how 
great a Perſon this was who muſt die for 
our Salvation, as in the Text now cited, 


Heb. 1. 2, 3. The Son of God who is appointed 


Heir of all things, by whom be made the World, 


who is the Brightneſs of his Glory and bis ex- 


preſs Image; and it is this glorious Perſon 
who purged away our Sins by bimſelf, i. e. by 


offering himſelf a Sacrifice, as Heb. ix, & x. 
So Col. i. 14. In whom we have Redemption 
thre his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of Sins; 
who is the Image of the indiſible God, the firſt- 
zorn of every Creature, for by him were all 
things created, viſible and inviſible, Heb. ix. 

13, 14. If the Blood of Bulls and Goats pu- 


riſſed the Fleſh, &c. how much more ſhall the 


Blood of Chriſt, who thro the eternal Spirit 
fer d himſelf without Spot to God, purge our 
Conſciences from dead Works and In in { gs 
other Places. . Do not all theſe Repreſenta 

tions of the Matter teach us, that the Death 
of a meaner Perſon than the Son of God 
was not ſufficient to attain theſe Ends, and 


conſequently that ſo very glorious a Perſon 


was ſent down from Heaven to live and die 
EL on 
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on Earth for ſuch es as an 4 
Perſon's Life and Death could never have 
attain*d ? 

And as a much meaner Perſon than the 
Son of God, (viz.) a Prophet or an Apo- 
ſtle, might have been ſent from Heaven to 
teach all the Doctrines which Chriſt taught, 
and to become a Martyr for them; ſo in 
and a thouſand Martyrs in 
the primitive Times did teach the ſame Do- 
ctrines, did bear witneſs to the ſame Truths, 
and did actually die in Confirmation of 
them: They fuffer'd Deaths full of Barba- 
rity and Anguiſh in Vindication of the fame 
Goſpel, they ſeabd the fame Covenant of 
Grace with their Blood : And yet it is never 
ſaid concerning any of them, that they re- 
deem'd us with their Blood, that they were 
made a Curſe for us, or a Sin-offering to re- 
concile us to God: They are never ſaid to 
make Atonement for 'our Sins, nor to give 
their Lives as a Ranſom for us + They ne- 
ver are repreſented ,as bearing our Sins on 
their own Body on the Tree, tho* ſeveral of 
them were crucity*d. as well as Cbriſt; nor 
are we ever faid to be wa/b'd from our Sins- 
in their Blood. | Theſe are Expreſſions Fol 
above the Dignity of their Sufferings, and 
ſuch as belong only to the bleſſed Feſus : It 
would be a ſort of Blaſphemy againſt the 
Son of God to ſpeak thus concerning the 
8 and . 3 yet why might. 
not 


bo be gente of Chriſt, . 
2 er Expreſſions be as well apply dig 
1 and the primitive Magtyrs, | 
y ſuch as were inſpired of God to 
— a ſame Doctrines, and appointed to 
die 1 in Vindication of them, if their Suffer- 
ings were delign'd for the ſame. purpoſe, 
and , meant. the ſame thing, as the Sufferings 
of the Son of God? At this rate we might 
have a hundred Saviours and  Redeemers, a 
hundred Sacrifices for Sin, and we might 
waſh away our Iniquities in the Blood of, a 
hundred , Martyrs. Whereas, alas! the 
higheſt and beſt, of them who ſtand before the 
Throne of God in white Garments, Rev. vii. 14. 
y all waſbd their: Robes and made them 
20 in the Blood of the Lamb, tho? they 
themſelves came out of great I ribulations, laid 
down their own Lives as Witneſſes to the 
ſame Goſpel, and {ct the Seal of their Blood 
to the Truth of the ſame Promiſes. Surely 
the bleſſed Jeſus, our only Redeemer, died 
to accompliſh more ſublime E than 
ever they could pretend to; he laid down 
his Life to procure and obtain that Pardon 
and that Salvation both for them and for us, 
which no meaner Perſons could ever obtain 
by a thouſand Lives, or the Blood of ten 
thouſand Marty yrdoms. 
Perhaps 1 15 rippa will tell me, that Crif 
himſelf. e aſſures Pilate, John xvii. 
37. To thisend was 1 born, and for this Cauſe 
. fame, I into the World, that I ſhould bear cit. 


10 
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. 21 the Truth; and therefore it is evident 
3 his own Words that his prophetic Of. 
bie was the very Deſign of his Incarnation, 
"But 1 hope Agrippa will allow this Anſwer, 
(viz.) that Chriſt came into the World for 
feveral Ends, of which this was but one, 
to bear witneſs to the Truth : And.he himſelf 
as expreſsly tells his Diſciples, that there is 
| another End alſo for which he came, and it 
x would have been to very little purpoſe to have 
| told Pilate of that, Matt. xx. 28. The Son of 
Man came to give his Life a Ranſom for many; 
and John x. 10. 1 am come that the Sheep 
might have Life, and in ver. 11. he informs 
| us by what Means he procures this Lite for 
| his Sheep, (viz.) I am the good Shepherd who 
| giveth his Life for the Sbeep; and ver. 18. 
who received Commandment from the Father 


| to lay down. bis Life, and take it again. St. 
Paul teaches. the Jews the ſame Doctrine, 
| and aſſigns the ſame End for Chris Incar- 
| nation, Heb. ii. 14. Becauſe the Children were 
| Partakers of Fleſh and Blood, Chriſt himſelf 
| took part of the ſame, that thro his own Death 
be might 2 tbe Devil and his Works; 
| in Heb. x. 3, Sc. becauſe the Teiſb Sacri- 
| fices and Gftrrings of Beaſts could-not take 
away Sin, Chriſt had a Body prepared for 
him, that thro* the offering of this Body of Je- 
lus once for all, we might be perfelted by his 
own Sacrifice. And Peter aſſures us, 1 Pet. i. 


19, 20. that wwe are redeem'd by the precious 
* | oy Blood 
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Blood of Chriſt, who was fore-ordain'd from 
the Foundation of the World, but was manifeſt 
in theſe laſt times. 

Let me add to this, that not only in the 
Decree of God, but in the very firſt Promiſe 
given to Man after his Fall, Chrift is re- 
preſented as one appointed to ſaffer, Gen. iii. 

15. The Serpent ums to bruiſe his Heel. In 
the firſt and moſt ſignificant Figures of him 
by Sacrifices, his Death and Blood were pre- 
figured : In the various Promiſes of the Me/: 
ſiab, eſpecially by Jaiah and Daniel, he is 
held forth as a Saviour from Sin, by his be- 
ing cut off, by his ſuffering and dying, and 
being made a Sin-offering. Are not all theſe 
things ſufficient to teach Agrippa, that our 
bleſſed Lord was not meerly put to Death by 
the occaſional Rage of the wicked Fews a- 
gainſt him as a Teacher of Holineſs, and a 
Reformer of Mankind, as he ſuppoſes, but 
that he was originally deſigned and appointed 
to die a Sacrifice for Sin? *Tis plain, that 
he was early foretold and prefigured in the 
Promiſes and Types and Prophecies under 
this Character of a ſuffering Saviour, and 
that he was at laſt deliver d, or given up in- 
to the Hands of his Crucifiers, by the deter- 
minate Counſel and Fore-knowledge of God for 
this End, Ads ii. 23. And as ſuch he is 
deſcribed and preached by himſelf and his 
Apoſtles. 
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Paulinus was going on with his Queries, 
when one in the Company interrupted him 
thus : I have lately heard, Sir, that ſome 
of the Friends and Followers of Apgrippa 
have been made ſenſible, that a meer Mar- 
tyrdom to bear witneſs to the Truth of the Go., 
ple is not ſufficient to anſwer the Purpoſe 
deſign'd by the Blood of Chrift, according to 
Scripture z and therefore they have found 
; out a new way to explain the Phraſes of 
making Atonement for Sin, and dying as a Sa- 
crifice for our Sius; they ſuppoſe them to 
reach a little further, and to ſignify to us, 
that as the Wages or Puniſhment of Sin is 
Death, ſo the Death of Chriſt was deſign'd to 
ſnew us what Sin deſerved, and by this 
means to diſcover to us the great Evil of 
Sin, and to excite us thereby to Repentance 
and a Life of Holineſs ; and that *tis chiefly 
in this manner that we are faid to be ſaved 
by the Death of Chrift, or Salvation is aſcribed 
to his Blood. 

I grant, fays Paulinus, this is ſomething 
nearer to the Purpoſe than the former Opi- 
nion of meer bearing witneſs to his Goſpel as 
a Martyr : but ſtill it falls far ſhort of the 
grand Expreſſions and the plain Afﬀertions 
of Scripture concerning the Sacrifice of 
Chriſt: and tho” the Death of Chriſt as an 
Atonement muſt needs include this as one 

eſign of it, (viz.) to ſhew what our Sins de- 
ſerved, yet this cannot be the whole S* 
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which is meant by the ſacred Writers, when 
they teach us expreſsly the other End and 

of Sacrifices, (viz.) ſuffering in the 
room and ſtead of the Sinner in a much ſtron- 
ger manner, and apply it to the Death of 
Chriſt, ſaying, that he died for our Sins, that 
he gave himſelf a Ranſom for Sinners, that we 
are reconciled to God by his Death, that he 
made peace by the Blood of bis Croſs, that he 
redeem d us from the Curſe of the Law by be- 
ing made 4 Curſe for us, that he bare our Sins 
in his Body on the Tree, &c: all to ſhew that 
tho? the Juſtice of God required Death for 


Sin, yet the Mercy of God accepted of a 


Surety to die in the ſtead of the principal 


X Offenders Why muſt this more important 


Deſign of Sacrifice be only expreſs'd, if Pother, 
which is far leſs, were the only thing that 
was meant? Would not this lead almoſt eve- 

common Reader into a groſs, Miſtake 


about the Deſign of the Death of Chriſt ? 


I would inquire earneſtly of the Friends of 
Agrippa, If the Ideas of the holy Apoſtles 
and of Chriſt himſelf went no further in all 
their ſacrifical Expreſſions concerning Chriſt, 
than to teach us what Sin deſerved, Why do 
they not ſpeak theſe Ideas in proper Lan- 
guage, more plainly, directly and expreſſ- 
ly ? Why ſhould ſuch Phraſes be ſo fre- 
quently uſed, as making Atonement for Sin, 
reconciling us to God by bis Death, and taking 
am our Sins by bis Gacrifpce, if the, Scrip- 
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ture meant no more than to ſhew us what 
Sin deſerves? Is it not ſtrange that neither 
Chriſt nor his Apoſtles ſhould ever once uſe 
that Expreſſion among all their Speeches or 
Writings, or ever once tell us that the 
Death of Chriſt was confined to this Deſign, 
if it really deſigned nothing more? 

Beſides, Did not all the bloody Sacrifices 
which were offer'd under the Law, which 
are ſaid to make Atonement for Sin, difco- 
ver.that Sin deſerved Death ? And what did 
the Death of Chriſt do more than they? 

When Man had ſinn'd at firſt, Did not 
God appoint Sacrifices to be ſlain in the room 
of the Sinner, not only to ſne what Sin de- 
ſerved, but thereupon he granted the Sinner 
a viſible Continuance in Lite, to ſhew that 
his Guilt was transferred to the Animal which 
was ſacrificed ? Had not all the whole Train 
of expiatory Sacrifices from Adam down to 
Chriſt this ſame. 7 ? and yet we 
are told, Heb. x. 4. It is not poſſible that the 
Blood of Bulls and Goats ſhould really take a- 
way Sin, i. e. remove the Guilt of our Sins 
from before God, who is Judge and Lord 
of Conſcience. What did they do then? 
Why, they did that typically and in a way 
of Emblem, which the Blood of the Son of 
God was to do really and effectually: Tis 
very plain, that the Sacrifice of Chriſt was 
to effect that which all the Moſaical Sacrifi- 


ces could not do : It was to remove from 
Men 
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Men ſuch moral Guilt as the Jetoiſb Sacrifi- 
ces could not remove, and juſtify us from 
that Guilt, from which the Law of Moſes 
could not juſtify us, Acts xiii. 39. The Jewiſh 
Sacrifices themſelves did not only ſhew the 
Deſert of Sin, but, as I have ſaid betore, did 
make a real and proper Atonement for civil 
or ceremonial Faults and Defilements in the 
ſight of God as their political Lord and the 
King of the Nation, and freed the Sinner 
from civil Puniſhment ; and they did alſo 
make a typical Atonement for the moral 
Guilt of the Offender before God, as the 
Lord and Judge of Souls and Conſciences, 
i. e. they were the Types of ſuch an Atone- 
ment; and tho? theſe Types were not much 
underſtood by the Fews of old, yet they 
were to be accompliſhed and fulfilled by the 
bloody Sacrifice of the Son of God, or his 
Offering up his own Life in the room of 
Sinners ; and *tis by this bloody Sacrifice of 
our Saviour that the moral Guilt of Sin 1s 
really removed from the Souls and Con- 
ſciences of true Chriſtians, as the ceremonial 
Defilements or political Guilt of an 1/raetite 
was taken away by the Blood of Bulls and 
Goats. All theſe meaner Sacrifices would 
be ſufficient to ſhew that Sin deſerved Dęath; 


but it requires ſuch a Dignity of Perſon as, 


was found only with the Son of God, to take 
away our Sins, i. e. to make a real Atone- 


ment for the moral Guilt of the Souls of 
EE: Men, 
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Men, of which all the former were but Sha- 
dows and Figures. 

But to return to my Paper of Queries, I 
muſt now entreat your Excuſe for dwelling 
upon theſe Repreſentations of things too long, 
and perhaps for rehearſing them too often: 
But as I am ſenſible of the great Importance 
of the Conteſt that is between us, I am con- 


tent to be call'd a Repeater, if I may be ſo. 


happy as to hit the Soul of the Man who 
reads this in a right Vein, and convey the 
Doctrine of the Propitiation of Chriſt for Sin 
with ſome Light and Foree to the Mind by 
all this Variety of Expreſſion, and this Re- 
petition of Ideas. 

Here I deſire it may be obſerved, that ſe- 
veral of the Queries which I have made con- 
cerning the Atonement of our Sins by the Death 
of Chriſt, might be alſo made with the ſame 
Juſtice concerning the Sanctiſication of our 
Natures by the Holy Spirit; which two great 
Doctrines are eminently and peculiarly ſome. 
of the prime Subjects and Glories of the 
Goſpel, and are equally left out of Agrippa's 
Creed. Can Agrippa ever ſuppoſe that all 
the illuſtrious and magnificent Expreſſions 
which are uſed concerning the Work of the 
Spirit of God on the Souls of Men, to ſub- 
due their Sins, to give them new Hearts, to 
change their Temper into Holineſs, and to 
comfort them by ſhedding abroad a Senſe of 
the Love of God in their Hearts, can be 

conſtrued 


— 
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conſtrued into a meer Philoſophical Love 
and Practice of Virtue and Piety, raiſed by 
the rational - Conſideration of thoſe Truths 
which were taught the Apoſtles by the 
Inſtruction of the Holy Spirit, or which 
were confirm*d among Men by his extraor- 
dinary Gifts? Is this all the Meaning of our 
being regenerated or born again of the Holy 
Spirit? John iii. Is this the Senſe of thoſe 
Promiſes in Ezechiet and Zechary, I will put 
a new Spirit within you, or I will put my 
Spirit in you, and cauſe you to walk in my Sta- 
tutes; I will pour out my Spirit upon the 
Houſe of Iſrael, I will pour upon the Houſe 
of David the Spirit of Grace and of Supplica- 
tion, and they ſhall look upon him whom they | 
have pierced, and mourn, And when Chriſt 
ſays, Tour heavenly Father Hall give bis Holy 
Spirit to them that aſt him. He that believeth 
on me, out of bis Belly ſhall flow Rivers of li- £ 
ding Water, which Chriſt ſpake of the Spirit, | 
the Comforter, the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father | 
ſhall ſend (fays he) in my Name; he ſhall a 
teach you all things, ſhall guide you into all 
Truth, ſhall abide with you for ever. I-grant 
indeed ſome of the Expreſſions have a prime 
Reference to the extraordinary Gifts of the 5 
Apoſtles, but others plainly belong to all | 
Cbriſtians, and perhaps all of 'em are ap- 
_ in a ſecondary Senſe to very true 7 
— of Cor: „ 4 | 


But 
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But J with the Queries. Is this all 
the Meaning of the Apoſtle Paul when he 
ſays, The Love of God = ad mewn in our 
Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. v. He 11 
bath not the Spirit 7 Chriſt is none of his; 
many as are led by the Spirit of God they are 
the Sons of God, the Spirit helpeth our Infir- 
mites, for we know not what we ſhould 5 pray 


for as we ought, but the Spirit himſelf maketh 


Interceſſion for us, Rom. viii. Thro* Chrift 
we both have acceſs by one Spirit unto the Fa- 
ther, Eph. 11. If ye thro the Spirit do mortify 
the Deeds of the Body, ye all live, Rom. vill. 

We thr the Spirit wait for the Hope of Righ- 
teouſneſs by Faith, Gal. v. God both from the 
Beginning choſen you to Salvation thro* the San- 
Fification of the Spirit, and Belief of the Truth? 
2 Theſſ. ii. /aved us by the waſhing of Regenera- 
tion, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, Tit. ili. 


And does St. Peter mean no more than ex- 


traordinary Gifts, when he ſays, Elect ac- 
cording to. the Foreknowledge of 00 thro San- 
Fification of the Spirit unto Obedience, 1 Pet. i. 
2. and in ver. 22. Ze have Purified your Souls 
in obeying the Truth thro the Spirit. And 
does St. Fobn mean only the extraordi 


Gifts of the Holy Spirit, when he ſpeaks 1 to 


all Chriſtians, to Fatbers, young Men and 
Children, and tells them, 7 —— an Unction 
from the Holy One which abideth in you, and 
teaching you all things, i. e. all things neceſſa- 


1 to Salvation. And many other Expreſ- 
SEO ſions 
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ſions there are of this kind which are ſcat. 
tered thro? the New Teſtament : No Man can 
ſay Jeſus is Lord, but by the Holy Spirit, 1 Cor. 
28. Ze are the Epittle of Chrif woritten, not 
with Ink, but with the Spirit of the Living 
God, 2 Cor. iii. If the Spirit of him that rai- 
fed Jeſus from the dead dwell in you, be ſhall 
quicken your mortal Bodies by his Spirit that 
dtwelleth in you, Rom. viii. Ie are builded 1. 
gether for an Habitation of God thro the Spirit, 
with many and various Phraſes to the ſame 
purpoſe. And is not the Goſpel itſelf ſup- 
poſed on this Account to be called the Mi- 
niftration of the Spirit? Let me inquire now, 
Would it not be a very difficult and painful 
FTaſk for any Man of juft Reaſoning and a 
fincere Conſcience to interpret all theſe Scrip- 
ture Expreſſions concerning the Work of the 
Holy Spirit on Men in a juſt Conformity to 
Agrippa Creed, and confine them all to 
extraordinary Gifts, as an Evidence of the 
Truth of the Goſpel at the firſt Promulgation 
of it to the World? What? have we had 
nothing to do with the Operations of the Spi- 
rit of God in the New Teſtament for theſe 
ſixteen hundred Years? Were all the Promi- 
les of the Old Teſtament concerning the 
'Blefſed Spirit ſo entirely fulfill'd in the firſt 
Age of Chriftianity, that we have nothing 
now to expect from them? Are all the Com- 
forts of this Spirit in the New Teſtament 
Pent and exhauſted, fo that none of them re- 


main 
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main for Chriſtians in our Day? And is the 
fame Goſpel now become a ſpiritleſs Goſpel 
to Men, without a divine. Converter or a 
divine Comforter ? 


Query 4 N the ſeventh Place I would 
aſk Leave to put this Que- 
ſtion alſo to Agrippa and his Friends. Are 
not the Sacraments of Baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper generally and juſtly eſteem'd to be 
comprehenſive Emblems of the peculiar Glo- 
ries of Chriſtianity, and were they not in- 
ſtituted to keep in mind the chief and moſt 
ſpecial Bleſſings of the Goſpel, the peculiar 
and important Doctrines of the bleſſed Je- 
ſus? Now what is it theſe two Sacraments 
repreſent to us? Does not Baptiſm deſign to - 
exhibit the Purification of our Souls from 
Sin, and the Change of our Tempers to Ho- 
lineſs by the Spirit of God, which is repre- 
ſented as Rivers of Water, as clean Water, 
either pour d out, or ſprinkled upon us, which 
ſhall make us clean and holy? And in allu- 
ſion to this, Does not Chriſt himſelf tell us, 
that we muſt be born of Water and of the Spirit, 
if ever we would. ſee the Kingdom of God? 
that we muſt be waſt'd and purify*'d from 
our ſinful Habits by the Spirit of God; and 
become penitent and holy in Heart and 
Life ? and that we muſt enter into the Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity by Baptiſm as the 
Symbol of this inward and. divine Purifica- 
* tion? 
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tion? But where is this to be found in the 
Creed of Agrippa 

I The other Ceremony of the Goſpel is the 
Lord's Supper; and what does this repreſent 
in the Inſtitution of it by our bleſſed Saviour? 
Does not he himſelf tell us in the Form of 
this Inſtitution, that it is the Repreſentation 
of his own Body which was broken for us by 
Wounds upon the Croſs, and his own Blood 
which was ſhed there for the Remiſſion of 
Sins, under the two plain Emblems of Bread 
and Wine ? But are not theſe ſacred Repre- 
ſentations of ſuch important Truths explain'd 
away by a forced Conſtruction of the Words? 
Can ſuch ſtrong Expreſſions of a dying Re- 
deemer receive due Honour by a Confine- 
ment of them to a meer Memorial of a dy- 
ing Martyr to confirm his Doctrine, or by 


ſinking them to a meer figurative Mani- 


feſtation of what Sin deſerved, without any 
proper Expiation of it? Would an expiring 
Prophet utter ſuch Speeches as would natu- 
rally lead his Diſciples into ſo great a Mi- 
ſtake ? Would the Saviour of the World in 
his laſt Converſation with his Friends betray 
them into ſuch ſuperſtitious Error as Agrippa 
ſuppoſes the Doctrine of his Atonement for 
Sin to be? Would his Wiſdom and his 
Goodneſs either incline or permit him to tell 
his Diſciples ſo expreſsly, that his Blood was 
ſhed. for the Remiſſion of their Sins, and 


mean no more by it than Agrippa does? 
Aer 
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Query Vin. A FT ER I had proved 


by the Force of the for- 

mer Queries, that the Goſpel doth evidently 
reveal this Doctrine of Chriſt's Atonement for 
Sin and our Sanctiſication by the Holy Spirit, 
then to confirm this yet further, I would 
inquire of Agrippa in the next place, What 
were the moſt neceſſary and moſt important 
Bleſſings which Mankind in their ſinful and 
miſerable Eſtate ſtood in need of, and which 
accordingly the Goſpel reveals and beſtows? 
Tell me, Agrippa, what are our chief Ne- 
ceſſities, - and what are the chief Favours 
which we want from Heaven 
Do we not find ourſelves guilty before 
God by our many Iniquities and Violations 
of his holy Law? Do not our Hearts accuſe 
and condemn us? And do we not ſtand in 


need of divine Forgiveneſs? Is\ not the 


awaken'd Conſcience of Man in his natural 
Eſtate ſollicitous how he ſhall. obtain pardon 
of the great God? Has not this been the In- 
quiry of thoughtful Perſons in all Ages, 
What ſhall I do to appear before the Lord, and 
to bow myſelf before the moſt high God with 
Acceptance? Has there not been a general 
Tradition among Jews and Gentiles, that 


the Anger of God was to be removed by Sa- 


crifices, or the putting to Death of; ſome 
Animal Creature in 4 room of criminal 
Men? Whence came this univerſal Tradi- 

< E tion? 
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ſignify to this purpoſe ; but as they were Fi- 
crifice? And is not this the very thing which 


ſwers the ſollicitous and anxious Inquiries of 
guilty Men? even that there is Forgiveneſs 


Riches of his Grace? 


lead me aſtray from the inward Dictates of 
my Duty: Temptations in this World arc 
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tion? Whence this general Senſe of Man- 
kind, that there muſt be an Atonement for 
Sin made by Sacrifices ? It does not look 
like the Invention of Man, as Porphyry has 
ſhewn long ago, to cut living Creatures to 
pieces, and burn their Entrails in order to 
pleaſe his Maker. Is it not highly probable 
therefore that it was ſome original Inſtitution 
of God, or divine Appointment, attended 
with a Promiſe or Encouragement to hope 
for Mercy from an offended God? And 
what could ſuch Sacrifices of brute Creatures 


of ſome more valuable and richer Sa- 


the Goſpel of Chriſt reveals, and hereby an- 


to be found with God, and that the Sacrifice 
of Atonement is his own Son, by whom ue 
have Redemption from Puniſhment in hi; 
Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of Sins thro the 


Again, What is the next chief Concer 
and Inquiry of an awaken'd Soul? I find my 
Nature prone to Sin, my Senſes and Paſſions 


great and many, my own Strength to reſiſt 
them is but Weakneſs, they prevail over me 
notwithſtanding all my better Reſolutions. 
Is there no Aſſiſtance in this difficult Work 


t0 
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to be obtain'd from Heaven, whereby I may 
keep myſelf from the Defilements of a ſin- 
ful World, and ſerve and pleaſe my Maker 
and my God? And is not this alfo another 
Bleſſing which the Goſpel reveals? even the 
Spirit of God promiſed to mortify our Sins, 
to renew our Souls to Holineſs, to ſanctify 
us and reform us to a heavenly Temper, to 
enable us in ſome Meaſure to do our pre- 
ſent Duty here, and fit us for the Enjoyment 
of God hereafter ? 
Thus that ſacred Book, the New Teſta- 
ment, diſcovers to us thoſe two moſt emi- 
nent and important Bleſſings which an awa- 
kened Sinner feels himſelf to ſtand in need 
of; and yet Agrippa has left them both out 
of his Creed. | | | 


Query IX. 8 C E the Goſpel has re- 

veaPd theſe two Bleſſings in 
ſuch expreſs Language for the Relief of ſin- 
tul Man : What 1s there in the Deſcription 
or Propoſal of them in the Goſpel that lies 
croſs to the Dictates of right Reaſon ? What 
is there in the literal Senſe of theſe Doctrines 
that is contrary to the Nature or Perfections 
of God, or diſagreeable to the Reaſon of 
Man? What is there that ſhould conſtrain 
us to conſtrue them - into a metaphorical 
Senſe, and to explain them meerly as Fi- 
gures and Emblems? It is granted, indeed, 
that the Reaſon of Man could not find 
| E 2 them 
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them out; yet when once they are revealed 
and propoſed to us, Do they not appear very 
conſiſtent with our beſt Reaſonings about 
God or Man, and conſiſtent alſo with all 

other Parts of Divine Revelation ? 

It muſt be confeſs'd there are ſome things 
4 ſo deſcribed in Scripture, as makes it neceſ- 
fary'to explain'them by the help of Tropes 
and Figures; as for Inſtance, there are ſe- 
veral Expreſſions which repreſent God to us 
as ſeeing with his Eyes, as hearing with his 
Ears, as working with his Hands, as rejoicing, 
as grieving, as repenting, Fc. and theſe can- 
not be underſtood in their literal Senſe, be- 
cauſe it is contrary to the Nature of God 
' Who is a Spirit, contrary to our Reaſon in 
our beſt Apprehenſions of God, and *tis 
alſo contrary to other Places of Scripture 
where God is declared to be a Spirit, who 
hath no bodily Parts or Paſſions : And theſe 
are ſufficient Arguments to conſtrain us to 
forfake the literal Senfe, and to conſtrue theſe 
Expreſſions in Scripture as meer Figures and 
Reſemblances of divine Things, ſpoken af- 
ter the manner of Men. So in the Lord's 
Supper when Chri/t ſays, This Bread 7s my 
Body, it cannot be underſtood in the literal 
Senſe, becauſe *tis-contrary to the Teſtimony 
of our Senſes, our Reaſon, and the Scrip- 
ture, that the Body of Chriſt ſhould be 
handled and eaten by the Apoſtles, -and yet 
at the fame time be ſitting at the Table 
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and eating with them, with a hundred other 
Abſurdities which. attend the Popiſh Do- 
ctrine of Tranſubſtantiationz it muſt. be 
therefore a. figurative Expreſſion, and tis 
hard to conceive how any reaſonable and 
honeſt Mind ſhould: miſtake the true Meaning, 
(viz.) This Bread is the Sign or Figure of my 
Body. | | 

But in the plain ſcriptural Doctrines of 
the Atonement of Chriſt for Sin, and the Aſ- 
ſiſtances or Influences of the Bleſſed Spirit, to- 
wards the reſtoring of our Natures to Ho- 
lineſs, there is nothing abſurd, nothing in- 
conſiſtent with Reaſon. or with other Scrip- 


tures, ſo as to make it neceſſary to conſtrue - 


them by Tropes and Figures, This may be 
made fufficiently to. appear, if we aſk but 
2 few Queſtions on each of theſe Subjects. 
And firit, of the Atonement of Chriſt for 
our Sins. ee 
V it not a moſt reaſonable thing that a 
Penalty ſhould: be annexed; to the Tranſgreſ- 
ſion of God's holy Law, in order to deter 
Men from ſinning againſt God? Is not Death 
a proper Puniſhment for Sin.? Hath not the 
Tranſgreſſor well deſerved it? Is not the 
Execution of this Threatning a proper 
Means to ſecure the Honour of God's Au- 
thority, his Juſtice, and: his Government of 
the World? But is there no room for Mercy 
to interpoſe and: ſave here and there a Cris 
minal? May not divine Juſtice receive the 
; 3 ſame 


78 We Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. II. 
ſame Honour, and the Authority and Go- 
vernment of God be as effectually ſecured in 
the World, by making it appear that Sin 
is puniſhed, and the Penalty executed upon 
a willing and avow'd Surety, as if the Sin- 
ner himſelf were puniſned? Will not the 
World learn hereby how dangerous a thing 
it is to tranſgreſs the Law of God, when 
it appears that even Mercy itſelf will not 
releaſe the Sinner without ſome atoning Sa- 
crifice, without ſome Demonſtration of the 
Juſtice of the Law of God, and his Hatred 
of Sin? And when ſo glorious a Perſon, 
and one fo dear to God as his own Son, 
becomes the Surety, How doth this more 
abundantly manifeſt that God will not ſpare 
wilful Criminals, ſince even his own Son 
muſt be ſmitten when - he becomes a Surety 
for the Sinner, rather than Sin -ſhould go 
unpuniſh*d? I would aſk yet further, Why 


Aerippa ſhould think this Doctrine unrea- 


ſonable. Is not Suretiſhip for Debts a 
common thing among Men? Is it not pra- 
ctiſed daily? And is not the Surety ſeized, 
and the Debt exacted from him, if the prin- 
cipal Debtor be inſolvent? Is he not made 
to ſuffer Impriſonment, and all the Hard- 
ſhips of it on the Account of the Princt- 
pal? And is not the Debtor diſcharged if 
the Surety pays the Debt? In criminal Ca- 
ſes indeed Suretiſhip is not ſo frequent a- 


mong Men, for they have not ſuch 5 
| | ute 
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lute Power over the Life or Limbs of them- 
ſelves or others, nor have they ſo much Love for 
their Friends. But what good Reaſon is there, 
or can there be, why the Son of God, who 
had Power over his own Life, and whoſe 
Compaſſion to guilty Man was exceeding 
great, might not become his Surety, and 
ſuffer Death in his ſtead, f. e. pay the Debt 
of Suffering, which the fi Creature 
owed a juſt God? | 

Is there not hereby a new and ſenſible 
Honour done both to the Mercy and the 
Juſtice of God the univerſal Governor, ari- 
ſing from this Contrivance of his Wiſdom, 
to puniſh Sin on ſuch a Surety, and yet to 
fave ſinful Creatures, both which could 
hardly have been glorified any other way ? 
for if the Penalties. had been fully executed 
on the Sinner, Mercy would have loſt its 
Honours ; or if the Sinner had been par- 
don'd without an Atonement, the Juſtice 
and Authority of God the Governor would 
ſeem to have been too much neglected and 
diſnonour'd. Thus this Doctrine of Atone- 
ment is ſo far from diminiſhing the Honour 
of the Attributes of God, that it highly ex- 
alts them. 

As to the ſecond Doctrine, (viz.) the In- 


fluences of the Spirit of God to ſanitify our 


Nature, what is there more agreeable to 
Reaſon than this? When God ſaw the weak 
neſs of his Creature Man ſince the Fall, to 


15 change 
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change his own Nature into Holineſs, and 
to fulfil his Duty, how agreeable is it to our 
beſt Apprehenſions of the Mercy of God, to 
 fippoſe that he would afford ſome divine 
Aids to thoſe who ſeek them? that he would 
graciouſly aſſiſt the feeble Endeavours of his 
Creatures to repent of Sin, and to ſpend 
their Lives in Obedience to their Maker, 
and that by the Operations of his own Spi- 
rit; and that by this Spirit of his he would 
enable weak Creatures to overcome. their 
powerful Temptations? _ | 

But I am very brief in theſe Enquiries, 


becauſe the Objections againſt theſe Do- 


@rines have been often and abundantly ſa- 
tisfy'd in Anſwers that have been given to 
Socinian Writers in former and later Times. 


Since therefore there is no neceſſary Reaſon 


that requires us to conſtrue theſe ſcriptural 
Expreſſions into Tropes and Figures, Why 
ſhould, we not underſtand the divine Deſcrip- 
tions of theſe Bleſſings of the Goſpel. in their 
own moſt evident and proper Senſe ? Why 
ſhould. not Agrippa underſtand them as we 
do in their plain Meaning, ſince I am per- 
ſuaded Agrippa wants them as much as we? 
Why does he not humbly receive them, and 
live upon them as the Favours of a con- 
deſcending God? Or let him boldly de- 
clare, that he does not want them, and 
therefore he cannot believe them. 


AP hin | Query X. 
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I ſhall put to Aprippa 

and his Friends 1s is This, which I mention'd 

before in my Diſcourſe, When you turn theſe 

peculiar Glotie and Bleſſings of the Goſpel 
into. Tropes and Figures, what is it you 

aim at, or expect to gain by it? What is 

the Advantage pretended or hoped for by 

all this Force upon the Scripture, but by 


ſtripping the Religion of Chriſt of its pecu- 
liar Honours, to make it appear more like 


the Religion of Nature, both to. ourſelves 
and our Infidel Acquaintance ? But give me 
leave to aſk in the Name of God, Why are 
we ſo much aſhamed of theſe peculiar and 
ſupernatural Glories of the Goſpel, which 
were ſent from Heaven as the choiceſt Bleſ- 
ſings to a wretched World? Muſt all the 
reveaPd Doctrines of God and his Son be 
brought down to the Reliſh and Guſt of 
Infidels, before we who call ourſelves Chr 
ſians dare to believe them? Is there no 
Truth of God to be credited unleſs it ſquare 
with their Opinions? Why ſhould we be 
ſo ſollicitous to avoid the Diſpleaſure f 
thoſe who deny and ridicule theſe Articles 
of Faith, which are the obvious and ſacred 
x Meaning of the. Words of Scripture, | and 

| which are given us to be the Life of our 
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Souls? Why are we fo. fond to pleaſe and 
- Lazer thoſe Men. whos deny the plain. and ex > 
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„ preſs Doctrines of the New Teſtament, and 
deſtroy the moſt natural Senſe and Deſign 
of the two Sacraments, the two only Cere. 
monies of the Chriſtian Religion? Why ſo 
zealous and fooliſh to compliment the pro. 
fels'd Adverſaries of Chriſt. and his | bleſſed 
Goſpel at ſo dear a rate, as to part with the 
nobleſt Favours of Heaven to humour and 
pleaſe them ? 5 ; 
To conclude, if theſe were Doctrines or 
Propoſitions only mention'd occaſionally, 
and but once or twice in the Bible; if they 
were only taught in Emblems and Meta- 
phors and dark Prophecies; if they were 
only hinted in the warm and pathetick Parts 
of Scripture, and never mention'd in thoſe 
Places where the Doctrines of Chriſtianity 
were profeſſedly taught; if they were preach'd 
only by one Apoſtle, or only written in one 
part of an Epiſtle ; if they were ſuch Do- 
ctrines as ſtood contrary to the Nature of 
God or the Reaſon of Man; if they receiv'd 
no Teſtimony or Support from the former 
Revelations of God, -or from other Parts 
of the divine Diſpenſations towards Men, 
an honeſt and ſtudious Man might be ready 
to ſuſpect, whether the Words which ex- 
preſs them ought to be conſtrued in the li- 
teral Senſe; or at leaſt, whether they were 
Articles of any Importance in Chriſtianity. 
But when this Scheme of Truth is ſpoken of 
by Chrift himſelf as far as was proper oo 
8 N ife- 
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Life-time, and that both in Parables and in 
plain Language; when it is plainly taught 
by Peter and Fobn as well as Paul, and that 
not only in one part of their Writings, but 
in almoſt every Place where the great Do- 
ctrines of Chriſtianity are deſignedly taught, 
and where ſuch Truths might properly be 
inſerted; when their Epiſtles are full of this 
Language whereſoever they ſpeak of the 
great and important Doctrines of the Goſ- 
pel, or of the practical Uſes of them; when 
it is foretold by the antient Prophets, pre- 
figured in the chief Ceremonies of the an- 
tient Church, and held forth in the Sacra- 
ments of the New Teſtament; T fay, 
when J put all theſe things together, and 
others which I have mention'd as Proofs of 
theſe two eminent Articles of Chriſtianity, 
I am fo overpower'd with Evidence con- 
cerning the true and plain Meaning of the 
Language of Scripture, that I am ready to 
wonder how it is poflible for any Man of 
Reaſon in the ſincere exerciſe of it, to read 
the New Teſtament, and not fee there theſe 
great Articles of the Atonement for our Sins 
by the Blood of Chriſt, and the Sanfification 
of our Hearts by the Holy Spirit. : 
I would therefore intreat Agrippa and his: 
Friends to conſider once again, whether they 
may not be miſtaken in their ſtrange Inter- 
pretations of the Word of God. I Woudd 
treat | them once again to read the 
| a Goſpels 
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Goſpels and Epiſtles with an honeſt Heart 
and without Prejudice or Byaſs from their 
former Opinions. And with their Studies 
let them join their earneſt Supplications to 
th Great God to guard them — Error, 
and lead them into —_ Truth; and at the 
ſame time let them maintain a pious Reſolu- 
tion to ſubj ct their Belief and Conſcience to 
every thing that ſhall appear to be the plain 
Meaning of God in his Word : He giveth 
Wiſdom to them that off it; be giveth to theſe 
who are good in his Sight, Wiſdom, Under- 
Sanding and Knowledge : He beftows Wiſdom 
on the — and the meek will be guide in 
bis way; he will ſhew them the Secret of his 
Covenant, and lead them into his Salva- 
ton, 
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\AVENOR was one of the Friends 

and Diſciples of Arippa, tho* Puu- 

linus knew it not. When he heard 

theſe Queries of Paulinus, he was ſtruck 
with-a ſenſible Surprize to find the whole 
Ons of Scripture run fo. contrary; to the 
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Opinions he had lately embrac'd, and he 


now confeſs'd he had never well conſidered 
theſe Matters before. The Caſe in ſhort 
was this : He had fallen into Company with 


ſome Perſons who were almoſt weary of 
Chriſtianity, and had dropt as much of it 


as their Conſciences would let them part 


with at once: He was too eaſily led away 


from his former Faith by the Ridicule 
which was often caſt by the Diſciples or 


Friends of Agrippa on theſe Doctrines which 
Paulinus defended: He was born down by the 


Bounces and Boaſts of juſt Reaſoning, which 
they never faiPd to — and which, as 
they pretended, lay all on their Side. How- 
ever, he ſeem'd at preſent aſtoniſn'd to ob- 


ſerve that the glorious Deſigns of God and 


his Grace in the Goſpel, led us plainly into 
other kind of Doctrines than what is con- 
tained in Agrippa's Creed, and particularly 
that concerning the Atonement of Chriſt for 
Sin. He could not at once freely and ut- 


terly renounce his Errors, yet he was a lit- 
tle afraid to perſiſt in them. He felt a 
ſenſible Concern about his eternal Intereſts, 
and fell to inquiring, upon Suppoſition 


that this Scheme of Agrippa concerning 


the Deſigns of the Death of Chriſt 


ſhould prove to be a Miſtake, whether it 


were not an innocent Error. Are there 


not many Miſtakes, ſaid he, concerning 
« lone T ruths of the Chriſtian Religion, 
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* and concerning the Senſe of many Texts 
in the New Teſtament, which are very 
* pardonable things? And what greater 
66 Miſchief is there in denying the proper 
« Atonement of Chriſt than in many other 
«© miſtaken Opinions which Paulinus him- 
6 ſelf would grant might be received and 
* embraced very innocently, and without 
danger to our Chriſtianity ?” | 
Ferventio, who was a very warm and zea- 
lous Defender of the common Faith, and 
much in the fame Sentiments with Pauli- 
my as to the Doctrines of the Goſpel, im- 
mediately took fire when he heard Cavenor 
aſk ſuch a Queſtion as this: What Miſchief, 
ſays he, 7s there in theſe Opinions? There is 


a long and dreadful Train of mighty Miſ- 


chiefs in them, there's a great Appearance 
of Infidelity, and a large Step toward it : 
There is a bold Affront offer'd toScripture in 
ſome of its plaineſt Revelations, and a Denial 
of the bleſſed Goſpel in ſome of its chief Glo- 


ries: There is unſpeakable Injury done to 


the Honour of God both in his Juſtice and 
his Grace, there is a ſinking of the Dignity 
of the Son of God as a dying Mediator into 
a meer Prophet and Witneſs, and there is a 
dreadful Riſque and Hazard to the Souls of 
Men, by mcouraging them to venture into 
the Prefence of God without a Sacrifice. 
This is not a little Diſpute about the Logical 
Relations of the Atonement W "0-8 
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Pardon; nor whether the Sufferings and 
Death of Chriſt as a Propitiation for Sin muſt 
be properly imputed to us, or whether we muſt 
rely upon their Merit meerly as the Price of 


à Salvation purchaſed for us: This is nat a 


Strife about Words, nor a leſſer Controverſy 
whether Faith i an Inſtrument to receive this 
Atonement, or a Condition of having the 
Fruits of it beſtow'd upon us: No, the 
Conteſt here is, Whether our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt made any. Atonement for Sin at all gr 
no, by all bis Sufferings * And whether his 
— laid any ſuch fort of Foundation for our 

bope of Pardon? We may bear with a hun- 
dred Errors and Miſtakes in the leſſer things 
of Chriſtianity, the doubiful Diſputables in 
Opinion and Practice, as the Apoſtle calls 
them, Rom. xiv. Theſe may be ſafely de- 
bated on both Sides among wiſe and humble 
Chriſtians of different Sentiments; but I hope 
the Doctrine of the proper Atonement of Chriſt 


for Sin ſhall never be number'd among the 


doubtfut Diſputables : I own I have ſuch a 
formidable Idea of the Denial of it, that I 
can hardly think ſuch a groſs Error oughtto 
be born with in a Chriſtian Church, where 
it is openly avow'd and maintain'd in 

ſition to ſo many expreſs Scriptures. Let 
us but take a more particular Survey -of the 
Miſchiefs of this Opinion, and then let Ca- 
venor tell me whether it be: e er | 


Miſtake as he 1 * 
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iſt, Is not a denial of the Propitiation of 
Chriſt for Sin a very evident Renunciation 


of one of the chief Glories and Bleſſings of 
Chriſtianity? And to make this appear, I 


would enquire, Was not this Doctrine one 


of thoſe noble and needful Revelations 


brought to us by the Goſpel of Chriſt, which 


as Paulinus has intimated, the Heathen Phi- 


loſophers never knew, and which the Rea- 
ſon of Man could never find out? Is it not 
ſuch a compleat Atonement and ſuch a di- 


vine Medium of obtaining Pardon of Sin 
and Peace with God, which all the Gentile 
World ſeem'd to want, and which they 
ſought for in vain among their endleſs Inven- 
tions of Ceremonies and Rites and bloody 
Sacrifices, and which the Fews themſelves 


were acquainted with but in an imperfect 


Manner by the Types and Figures of their 
Law? Where is the Religion that can pro- 


poſe ſuch a Relief for a guilty Conſcience, 


ſuch a Balm as this for the broken Heart of 
a penitent Offender ? And does not the Denial 
of it fink the Goſpel of Chriſt in this re- 
ſpect almoſt down to the Level of Heathen 
Philoſophy and to: the Religion of Nature, 
whereby a ſincere: Penitent might derive 


ſome kind of hope of the Forgiveneſs of Sin 


from the meer Mercy of a God? Nor in- 
| deed does it leave us ſo much of this divine 
Doctrine for the Comfort of mourning Pe- 
nitents, as the Jes themſelves injourd-un- 
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der their Veils and Emblems, and ſmoaking 


Sacrifices. 

In the two laſt Centuries, when. the Dow- 
ctrine of Socinus prevail'd in ſome Parts of 
Europe, who deny'd the Satisfaction of Chriſt 
for Sin, our Fathers were wont to charge it 
with a Reduction of Chriſtianity to a ſort of 
Mabumetiſin; for the Turks confeſs Chriſt to 
be a great Prophet; they believe the Pardon, 
of Sin, and the Reſurrection of the Dead, 
and the future Recompences of Heaven and, 
Hell: But how much more does the Scrip- 
ture teach of the. way to obtain Salvation. 
than the Alcoran does, if the Doctrine of the 
proper Sacrifice of Chriſt be ſet aſide, with 
all the bleſſed Fruths and Duties which are. 
derived from it? The Socinian Error (ſaith; 
Dr. Arrowſmith in his Tactica Sacra) is more, 
properly called a ſubtil Mahumetiſm,. and it. 
opens its Mouth as a. Whirl-pool of Irreligion:, 
And Grotius himſelf in his Epiſtle to Hal- 
lzus, ſpeaking: of the Socinians, upon this 
account will not allow them the Title of 
Chriſtians ,, for they have preſerved, ſays he, 
Chriſtianity in the Name, but they have 8 
ſtroyd the Thing; and therefore I can make bus 
late difference between them and the Mabome- 
tans, who never ſpeak evil of Chriſt. 

The Papiſts, who have corrupted: Chriſtia- 

nity —— all that ever went before them, 
yet have not debaſed it to this extreme De- 
gree; for tho they have introduced their 
5 Faſtings 
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Faſtings and Scourgings and various Penan- 
ces to make a ſort of Satisfaction for their 
Sins, yet they never renounced the proper 
Atonement and Satisfaction of Chriſt, but 
always maintain'd that Doctrine in honour- 
able Language, and they lay the Foundation 
even of all the Merit of their own Mortifi- 
cations and their Devotions, upon the ſupe- 
rior Merit of the Son of God: But Azrippa 
and his Party in this reſpect are worſe than 


the Papiſts themſelves, for they renounce 


and cancel the Merit of the Death of Chriſt, 


and exclude it from making any Atonement 


at all for the Sins of Men. 

In the preſent Age the late Dr. Samuel 
Clarke, tho* he hath publickly departed 
from the common Faith in his Book written 
on the Doctrine of the Trinity, yet ſtill he 
maintains the Satisfaction and Atonement of 
Chrift, and has vindicated it in his Treatiſe 
of Revealed Religion, and in ſeveral of his 
Sermons which have. been printed fince his 
Death. He tells us, Vol. TV. p. 122. that 
the Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt, which is 
the Foundation of God's accepting our Repen- 
tance, conſiſtently with the Honours of bis di. 
vine Laws, was ineſtimably the greateſt Bleſ- 


ſing that ever was conferr'd on the Sons of Men; 


yea, the Fountain and Spring, and the original 
Foundation of all other Bleſſings. Now what 
could Dr. Clarke think of their Religion 
was deny the very Foundation of God's 

accepting 
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accepting our Repentance, who deny that 
which is the greateſt Bleſſing of God to 
Men, and the original Fountain of all others? 
Or what ſhall we think of ſuch a Doctrine 
or ſuch a ſort of Chriſtianity as this? | 
I muſt confeſs, in my Opinion, ſays Fer- 
ventio, Dr. Clarke, as great a Man as he 
was, talked very inconſiſtently in maintain- 
ing the Doctrine of the Satisfaction of Chriſt 


for Sin, while he deny'd his true Divinity; 


for where is ſufficient Excellency in the Per- 
ſon to make ſuch Atonement, if it be not 
founded in ſupreme Godhead? | 

Cavenor was a little warmed to ſee ſo great 
a Writer accuſed as abſurd and inconſiſtent. 
I wor't pretend, ſays he, to defend Dr. 
Clarke's Sentiments about the Perſon of Chrift 
or about his Sacrifice of Atonement ; but this 
I may venture to ſay, there is no ſuch In- 
conſiſtency between them as you imagine: 


Does the Scripture expreſsly ſay, tis ſupreme 


Godhead in our bleſſed Saviour that alone 
can make Atonement for Sin? Where does 
that Text ſtand ? Now ſince Dr. Clarke al- 
lows him to be ſo excellent a Being, as to 
be employ*d by the Father in making this 
World and all the Inhabitants of it ; Is there 
not Worth and Merit enough in the Maker 
to die as a Ranſom for the Things that he 
made? Is he not a Being of ſufficient Dig 
nity to redeem a World of Mankind by his 
Death, when they are all the Works of his 
Hands? 
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Hands ? But this only by the way : I would 
not divert the Current of your Zeal: Nor 
would I, ſays Ferventio, ſuffer this to go 
unanſwer'd 3 but I muſt now proceed to.ſhey 
what other Miſchiefs are contain'd in a De- 
nial of tlie Atonement of Chriſt. 
| 2dly, Is it not a foul Diſhonour and In- 
jury to the holy Law of God, as well as an 
Affront to the Wiſdom, the Authority, and 
the Juſtice of the Lawgiver, to take away 
from him that noble and glorious Satisfaction 
which the Death of Chriſt has made for the 
Sins of Men? Does not this Denial of his 
Atonement conſtrue his Death either into a 
meer Martyrdom, or at beſt into an empty 
Sign and F igure of what Sin deſerved:? for 
rippa does not ſeem to have any Notion 
of the Mercy and Juſtice of God accepting 
of a Surety inſtead of the Death of the origi- 
nal Offender, and thereby conſenting to for- 
give his Offences. Was this all the Son of 
God died for, to be a Sign and Figure of 
what Sin deſerved? Theſe are uſeful things 
in Religion when they are invented and ap- 
pointed of God, as Emblems and Types of 
that more ſubſtantial and more important 
Sacrifice which ſhould effectually take away 
Sin from the Conſcience: Such a Sign and 
Figure was the Blood of Bulls and Goats, 
which were ſlain under the Levitical Diſpen- 
ſation: And *tis Honour enough for Bulls 
and Gaats t. to have their Blood made a Sha- 
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dow or Type of ſuch a Sacrifice. But *tis 
certainly a Diſhonoar to the Great God and 
his Son, to ſink the Deſign of the Death of 
Chriſt to ſo low a Purpoſe ; tis high Diſho- 
nour to have thoſe great, important and 
ſubſtantial things, (viz.) the bloody and 
painful Death of the bleſſed Feſus, and the 
real Atonement which was made for 'Sin 
thereby, and which was the Price of the 
Ranſom of our Souls, reduced only to a Fi- 
gure and Sign of the Puniſhment which 'Sin 
deſerved, without any real Expiation of it: 
And hereby the Sins of Men are ſuppoſed to 
be forgiven without any Reparation of the 
Diſhonour done to the Law of God. 

2dly, This Doctrine of Agrippu, which 
denies the Propitiation of Chriſt, ſtaggers 
the Faith of a humble penitent Chriſtian, it 
breaks in upon his Hope, it unhinges his 
Soul in its daily Tranſactions with God, it 
weakens his Efforts in Duty, and confounds 
his ſweeteſt Conſolations: For he has been 
inſtructed by the plain Language of the New 
Teſtament, to build his eternal Hopes on 
the atoning Sacrifice of the Son of God, and 
to draw his ſureſt Expectations of Pardon 
from thence. He has been taught to draw 
near to God in Prayer by the Blood of Feſus, 
in this*new and living way which be bas conſe- 
crated for us, Heb. x. 19, 20. He has been 
taught to aſk Forgiveneſs of Sin thro* Jeſus 
Chriſt, or for his Sake, Eph. iv. 32, and 

/ 40 
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to truſt in the Blood of Feſus as a Propitiation 
which cleanſes from all Sin, Rom. iii. 25, 
1 John i. 7, 9. The Prophets, the Apo- 
ſtles, and dhe Son of God himſelf ſeem all 
to conſpire to teach him this Leſſon, and 
to have pointed out to him this Hope and 
Refuge. What Trembling and Terrors will 
It bring into his Conſcience, and how will 
it ſhake his Soul off from her ſolid and 
peaceful Foundation, when he ſhall be told 
that the Death of Chriſt made no proper 
| Atonement for Sin, and that his Hopes 
which were built upon it were all vain and 
groundleſs, for that the Language of the 
Scripture muſt be conſtrued quite to another 
Meaning. Twas under the Influence of 
this ſacred Truth, that he had arrived to a 
Stability of Peace, and attain*d to a conſide- 
rable Degree of Holineſs, ariſing from the 
Love of a forgiving God, and a ſuffering 
Saviour. He could not but believe what 
St, John told him, that if we confeſs our 
Sins, and walk in the Light. of Holineſs, 
God is faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, 
and the Blood of Fefus Chriſt bis Son cleanſe; 
us from all Unrighteouſneſs : He believed the 
Leſſon St. Paul taught him, that Chriſt «a; 
fet forth for a Propitiation for Sin by Faith in 
Bis Blood; and his Encouragement to hope 
for pardoning g Mercy upon ſuch a Founda- 
tion, was much ſtronger and more effectual 
to relieve his guilty. Fears, while the Blood 
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of the Son of God appear'd in Scripture as 
a Medium of Atonement for the Sins of 
Men. Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge 
of a humble and believing Penitent, when 
God will juſtify upon this Foot? Who ſhall 
condemn when Chriſt has died to procure Par- - 
don? But he is quite confounded if this 


hope be vain. 


The humble Chriſtian has been taught to 
rejoice in Life and in Death with theſe 
Words upon his Lips, and the Senſe of the 


Love of God has been ſhed abroad in many 


a Heart by Faith in a dying Saviour who 
has made peace by his own Blood. This 


has kindled thro? all the Powers of a good 


Man a warm and ingenuous Love to God 


and Chriſt; to God, who ſent his own be- 


loved Son to die as a Sacrifice for his Sins, 
and 10 Jeſus Chriſt who loved him, and gave 


himſelf to Death for him: And this Love 
riſing from a Senſe of the Death of Chrif 
for his Salvation has richly abounded unto 


all the Duties of Holineſs. Gratitude to a 
Redeemer who hath died in his ſtead, hath 
conſtrained him to ſpend his Life to his 
Honour, as 2 Cor. v. 15. He died for all, 
that they who live ſhould not live to themſelves, 


but to him who died for them, But what 


Agonies and what new Amazement muſt 


overwhelm the Spirit of ſuch a pious Man 


when he is inform'd that neither Paul nor 
7ohn are to be underſtood 1n this Senſe, and 


that Chrift never died with this Deſign to 


make 
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make a proper Atonement for his Sins ? 
How will his Hopes languiſh, his Addreſ- 


ſes to God flag and fail, and the Springs of 


his Love and Obedience be weaken'd, when 
he is deprived of the Doctrine which hath 
all along been the Life of his Faith, the 


Language of his Prayer, and the Support of 


his Hope, and which he thought he had 
built upon the moft expreſs and undeniable 
Teſtimony of the Word of God? What 
can I believe, ſaith he, if this be not true? 
Or what have I to reſt upon if this Foyn- 
dation be deſtroy'd ? 

4thly, This new Doctrine of Axripta, 
does it not ſhamefully diminiſh and debaſe 
the glorious Deſign of the Incarnation of 
the Son of God? Does it not ſink the Con- 
deſcenſion of ſo divine a Perſon to ſo low 
a Degree, that one of the antient Prophets 
raiſed from the Dead, or a new Prophet 


brought upon the Stage of the World, might 


_ almoſt, if not altogether, have ſupplied his 
Place? Was this all that a Being of ſuch 
tranſcendent Excellency as the Son of God, 
muſt come down from Heaven for? What? 
"Muſt the Son of God himſelf be expoſed to 
ſo much Pain and Shame, and go thro? ſo 
many Humiliations; muſt he ſuffer ſo many 
Indignities, and endure fuch a bloody and 
painful Death, meerly to become a Martyr 
or Witneſs to the Truth of ſuch Doctrines 
as a meaner Prophet might have taught the 
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World, and might have confirm'd: them 
with his Death, or ſealed them with his 
Blood ? Or was this curſed Death of- the 
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bleſſed Jeſus deſign'd for no nobler a pur- 


poſe than what the Blood of Bulls and 


Goats continually performed, that is, to 
teach Mankind in a way of Emblem that 
Sin deſerved Death ? But Paulinus having 
intimated the Diſhonour of ſuch Sentiments 
I purſue it no further, but proceed. | 
5. This Opinion of Agrippa concerning 
the Death and Sufferings of Chriſt, by ta- 
king away one of the chief Glories of Chriſti- 
anity, renders the Chriſtian Religion a Thing 
of much leſs Value and Importance. In- 
ſtead of ingratiating the New Teſtament 
with Infidels, and reconciling their Minds 
to it by explaining away ſome of its nobleſt 
Revelations, it will probably have a con- 
trary Effect upon many of them, and 
tempt them to ſay, „ What is the New 
« Teſtament worth, if it tells me fo little 
more then the Light of Nature teaches ? 
Why ſo much Pains and Labour, fo 
much Criticiſm and toilſome Argument, 
** ſuch warm and vehement Zeal to ſup- 
port the Divine Authority of the New 
* Teſtament, and the Religion of Cbriſt, 
if we learn no more from it than Agrip- 
„ pa's Creed?” And thus one of the chief 
Deſigns or Pretences of Agrippa and his 
Friends is loſt thereby, which was to bring 
| F Cbri bi- 


Chriſtianity into Eſteem with the Deiſts, by 
ſinking the Doctrines of it almoſt to a Le. 
vel with Natural Religion. Agrippa's Creed 
has debas'd it fo far, that Infidelity may take 
no Diſguſt at it, and ſo far ſtripped it of 
its faireſt Honours, till the Infidel ſhall ſay, 
there is but little in our Religion that dit. 
fers from his, and that he is better without 
à Goſpel than with it ſince it makes ſuch a 
Pother to ſo little Purpoſe. | 

And indeed there are ſome Perſons, who 
by ſuffering themſelves to be ſeduced into 
-Aprippa*s Scheme, have already learnt to 
under value the Writings of the bleſſed Pay], 
tho' he was the greateft and beſt of all the 
Divine Writers. They find ſo much of the 
Atonement ' of Chriſt in his Epiſtles, that 
they reject them at once becauſe they will 
not believe this Doctrine. They repreſent 
him as a Few of a warm Imagination, an 
Enthuſiaſt with his Head full of Propitiz- 
tions, Sacriſices, and other Phariſaical No- 


tions, to ſuch a Degree that he deſerves no 
Regard, and that the New Teſtament woull i N 
be much better without his Writings. Aro- th 
ther Step, and the Goſpels will be turn'd of 
out too, when they have learnt of the Dei fr 
to ſay, that the Sermons and Speeches 
Chriſt, ſo far as they are Rational and In- 
telligible, contain nothing but meer natural 
Religion; the reſt is all Enthuſiaſin, and i 
is not worth while to defend any of the 

h Goſpeb 


* 
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Goſpels as Divine. Thus the Belief. of A. 
grippa's Creed has an evident Tendency to 
make Men diſbelieve the New Teſtament 
itſelf. . 1 ; 

6. When we refuſe to receive a Doctrine 
which is ſo clearly and exprefly revealed in 
the Word of God, as the Atonement f 
Chriſt is; when we are taught to deny a 
Doctrine which is ſo ſtrongly aſſerted there, 
and ſo frequently introduced and repeated 
upon every Occaſion, it evidently abates 
that Veneration which even Chriſtians them- 
ſelves have or ſhould have for the New Te- 
ſtament, tho* it ſhould not prevail ſo far 
as to turn them into 'Infidels, It teaches 
Men to grow too bold with Scripture, - and 
twiſt it to any Purpoſes : It diſgraces the 
Word of the living God, and ſinks the Cha- 
rater of it into a meer /2aden Rule as the 
Papiſts calls it, which may be bent to ſerve 
or ſupport any Opinion. It tempts us to 
turn the brighteſt Diſcoveries, and the pe- 
culiar Glories of it into meer Leſſons of 
Morality. When we explain away one of 
the moſt evident and ſubſtantial Doctrines 
of it at this rate, it gives us a ſort of Ef- 
frontery and ungodly Courage to oppoſe the 
moſt expreſs Truths which are written in 
Scripture, if we can poſſibly conſtrue and 
tranſlate them into another Senſe. It in- 
troduces a ſort of prophane Hardineſs into 
the Conſcience, and imboldens us to re- 
F'2 nounce 
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nounce the moſt evident Leſſons of St. 
Peter, Paul and Jobn, and deny the Truth 
of them even to the very Teeth of the ſa- 
cred Writers. 

Such a Practice as this ſhews our great 
VUnwillingneſs to ſubmit our Opinions to the 
Dictates of Heaven, and argues an unbe- 
coming Pride of our own reaſoning Powers. 
It draws us into the very Spirit as well as 
the Sentiments of Socinus and his Followers, 
who have ventured to affirm, F it ſhould be 
written in the Holy Scriptures not once only 
But often, that Chriſt made Sati faction to God 
for Sin, I would not therefore believe the Mat- 
ter as you think. And again; Even the preateſ 
Force is to be uſed with fuch-Words rather thay 


tate them in the obvious Senſe. Thus ſpeaks 


SCocinus in his Treatiſe of Satisfaction, and 
in his Epiſtle to Balcerimicius. How 
evident is it that ſuch Men refuſe a Sub- 

n> to the Revelation of God - himſelf, 
nor will they abide by the Deciſions of 
Scripture when it doth not ſpeak ſuch Things 
as ſuit their unhappy Reliſh ? And *tis a 
very dangerous Thing to enter into this 
Temper and Spirit. 

Peter and the beloved Fobn, * 1 they 
treat of their Maſter's Death, aſſert with 
frequency and great ſtrength of Expreſſion, 
that Doctrine which their Maſter himſelf 
thought proper to give ſome Notice of in his 
Life- time. Tis true, he mentions it more 
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| ſparingly, becauſe their Prejudices then were 
not able to bear it, John xvi. 12. I have yet 
many things to ſay unto you, hut you cannot bear 
them now ; but when they were filPd with 
the Spirit of Wiſdom and Knowledge, they 
publiſh'd and explain'd their Maſter's Do- 
ctrine more at large; they then tell us of. 
bis bearing our Sins on his Body on the Tree, 
of his redeeming us by his precious Blood as a 
Lamb without blemiſh, of the ſprinkling of the 
Blood of - Feſus upon us, of our being waſh d 
y from Sin in bis Blood, and redeemed unto. God 
1 WW thereby; and uſe the ſame ſort of Language 
. W with St. Paul, who learnt his Goſpel alſo by 


cke Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, and who ac- 

n quaints us that he gave up his Life a Ranſom 

Fer ſinful Men, that his Blood was ſhed for the 

d MW Kemiſfion of Sins, that he was made a. Curſe . 

for us that he might redeem us from the Curſe 

F the Law, which pronounces Death upon 

f, every Sinner, and that be has taken away Sin 

of WW be Sacrifice of himſelf, and made Peace by 

xx WM. be Blood of his Croſs between God and Man. 

a But the Indulgence of Axrippa's Scheme 

encourages us to contradict Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles at once, by taking away the ob- 

y WM vious and natural Senſe of their Words, 

thunder a Pretence of making their Doctrine 

n, more honourable and more conformable to- 

the Nature and Reaſon of Things. 

is WM |} When a Man has once perſuaded his Con- 

re ſcience to deny this Doctrine of the Propi- 

Ys | F 3 g tiation 
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lation of Chriſt for Sins, which is ſo plain. 
taught in Scripture, and in ſuch various 
forms of - Speech, what is there of Doctrine 


in the New Teftament which they may not 
den 
1 


or turn into an Allegory and Figure? 
ould be ready to fear that neither the 
N rſe Sentiments of Mr. Moolſtun, who 
turnꝰd the Miracles of Chriſt into Allegory, 
nor any other idle and unſcriptural Scheme 
of Interpretation would be very hard to de- 
fend upon ſuch Principles, and after ſuch a 
as this. If the Propitiation of Sin by 
the Sufferings of Chriſt may be thus inter- 
preted away by pretended Figures, and ex- 
pla d into the Doctrines and Duties of 
meer natural Religion, what may not 7ew:/h 
Tropes and Figures be capable of doing ? 
What Doctrine is there that they cannot eva- 
porate and deſtroy ? 

In ſhort, if we accuſtom our ſelves to 
ſuch Interpretations of Scripture as Agrippa 
makes uſe of, *twill gradually lead us into 
ſuch a groſs Abuſe of Words and Phraſes, 
that we may bring our Conſciences and our 
Lips frequently to ſpeak one thing and 
mean another: And if Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles mean no more when they preach the 
Goſpel to the. Jes or Gentiles in all theſe 
facrifical Phraſes then what Agrippa pre- 
tends, I fear Men will be tempted to ſet 
up for a Defence of looſe and large Equi 
vocation upon the Foot of Tropes and Fi- 
0 | gures, 
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and make Chriſh and his Apoſtles 
their Pattern and their Example. 

And that I may multipty- no more Par- 
ticulars on this awful and diſpleaſing Sub- 
ject, I add in the loſt:Place, that this un: 
happy Doctrine brings even the Salvation 
of our Souls into Queſtion and Danger. I 
would not dare pronounce dam nable n 
or Deſtruction, where Chriſt or his Apoſtles 
have not pronounced it; and yet I would 
not venture to approach within the ſweep of 
ſuch a Sentence. I ſhould be dreadfully afraid 
of ſtanding under the Terror and Vengeance 
of that Text, Heb. x. 26. If we ſin wil- 
fully after that we have received the Knowledge 
of the Truth, there remaineth no more Sacrifice 
for Sins, but a certainfearful looking for of Fudg- 
ment and fiery | Indignation which fhall devonr 
the Adver/ary. The Caſe here deſcribed 
ſeems to be this: The Sacred Writer had 
been diſcourſing in the beginning of this 
Epiſtle about the Dignity of the Perſon 
of our . Bleſſed Lord, and had introduced 
him in the following Chapters into his glo- 
rious Office of an High- Prieſt: But in the 
th and roth Chapters he deſcribes very par- 
ticularly his becoming a Sacrifice for the 
Sins of Men, and ſhews how he made 
Atonement for our moral Tranſgreſſions in 
the Sight of God as the Lord of — 

even as the Blood of Bulls and Goats under 
the Jeuiſo Law made Atonement for legal 
; F 4. | Deflle- 
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Defilements or ceremonial Faults before God 6 
as King of their Nation, or as viſible Head 10 
of their Church. This is called, Heb. ix. 60 
13. Santtifying the unclean to the purifying « 
the Heſb pet he then e ad 
more ſball the Blood of Chriſt, who thro the 
eternal Spirit offered himſelf without Spot to 
God, purge your Conſcience from dead Works, 
or Works deſerving Death, that you may 
ſerve the Living God. OW JOG £ 
And to make it further appear that this 
is not a meer Matter of Speculation or Opi- 
nion, he ſubjoins a further practical Uſe of 
it in the toth Chapter; when he had 
finiſh*d this Doctrine in the 18. v. he ſhews 
us in the ſucceeding Verſes what uſe we are 
to make of it; and that is to enter into the 
Holieft, or addreſs the God of Heaven 1h 
Confidence by the Blood of Feſus, and graw 
near to him in full Aſſurance of Faith, having 
our Hearts as it were ſprinkled” with his 
Blood of Atonement, and deliver'd thereby 
from an evil or guilty Conſcience, He pro- 
ceeds then to make another Inference, (viz.) 
that the 7euiſh Converts or Hebrews ſhould 
bold faſt their Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith 
wit bout wavering, and not for/ake the Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies and Worſhip, v. 24, 25. ** for, 
« fays he, if we ſin wilfully after we have 
& received the Knnwledge of the Truth, it we 
* depart from Chriſtianity, and particular- 
ly from the Great and Important Doctrines 


( of 
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&« of it which my Pen has j ja rio. 
« is, the Sacrific Chriſt for t 

« the Pardon of pl gy and that after rack 
« evident Conviction and conſtraining Rea- 
« ſon to believe it, ther remains ub more 
« Sacrifice for Sin to thoſe who deny or 
« evacuate this Sacrifice of Chrit.” Now 
if Blood was appointed to make Atonement for 
the Soul, Levit. xvii, 22. if there was no Re- 
miſſion of Levitical Defilement to be obtained 
under the Fewiſh Law without ſhedding of 
Blood; if the Prieſt was never to enter into 
the moſt holy Place, nor appear before 
God there without the Blood of the Sacri- 
fice, Lev. xvi. if Chriſt himſelf as the High 
Prieſt and Repreſentative of his People, 
would not once enter into Heaven to appear 
there in the Preſence of God for us, without his 
Blood, Heb. ix. 12, 24. ſurely they run a 
moſt dreadful Riſque of unpardon'd Guilt . 
and divine Indes who renounce the only 
effectual Sacrifice for Sin, even that which 
the Son of God has offer'd, and venture 
into the Preſence of God without the Blood 
of ſprinkling upon them, without Faith in the 
Blood of Chriſt. The very cloſe Connexiqn 
of theſe. dreadfal Words of threatning, with 
ſo long and particular a Diſcourſe om the 
-Atonement made by: the Blood of Chrif, 
ſeems to point this threatning, not-meerly 
- againſt thoſe who are Apoſtates from all 
the Chriſtian Doctrine, but particularly a- 
gainſt thoſe who forſake and renounce this 
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great Truth of the Sacrifice of Chriſt for Sin. 
And let it be obſerved that the form of the 


Threatning, There remains no more Sacrifice, 


Teems to have a peculiar Reference to the 
enial or Renuncution of this Doctrine. 
Some think the Words of St. Peter may 
confirm this of St. Paul, Ep. .. 
where he foretells o i fair eachers, who ſhall 
Þring in damnable Hereſies, (in Greek, He- 
refies of Deſtruction) denying the Lord that 
bought them, and bring on themſelves fwift De- 
Profiien. Now as in N atural Religion, » 
Denial that God made us, is in effect the 
fame Thing as a Denial of the God that made 
25, ſo in Reveal'd Religion to deny that the 
Lord Jeſus bought us, is it not much the ſame 


as to deny the Lord Jeſus that bought us? for 
tis a Renouncing him under that Character 
or Office by which he becomes a Saviour, and 
therefore /wif? Deſtruction follows upon it. But 


1 will not inſiſt on this, the other is ſufficient. 


eee aeg 
6 ECT. IV. 


The Neceſſity of this Doctrine repreſented 
+, #n, the expreſs Words of two Learned 
Men of well-known cee and of d 


Catbolich Spirit. 
B UT that 1 may not appear to ſtand 


alone in this Sentiment, which may 


n uncharitable, ſays Ferventio, 1 would 
appeal 


hn MAY = a Ja .%. o>* > 
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appeal to the late Reverend and Learned 
Dr. Jobn | Evans, who in a Book he wrote 
in expreſs Vindication of Chriſtian Charity, 
entitled, A Second Letter to Mr. Cumming 
about Scripture C Zonſequences, p. 88, Sc. ex- 

preſſes himſelf in ſuch ſtrong Language as'T 
would rehearſe at large that the force of his 
Arguments may appear. I have tranſcribed 
it into a little Pocket-Book to carry it al- 
ways about me in theſe Seaſons of Error 
and Apoſtacy, that J might have it ready 
to ſhew upon every Occaſion, how zealous 
a Defender of this Doctrine he was, tho“? 
we know he was a Man of ſome Latitude in. 
other Points of ſtriẽt Orthodoxy... There 

* are ſome Seripture Paſſages, ſays he, 

* which. contain Propoſitions that are de- 
* clared in the Paſſages themſelves neceſſary 
* to be believed in order to Salvation, as 
that Feſus is the Meſſiah, John viii. 24. 
that he is come in the Fleſh, x Fobr, 
iv. 2, 3, Sc.“ This, fays he, are the fit 
ſort of Fundamentals or neceſſary Articles, 
becauſe the Holy Ghoſt in Scripture hath ex- 
preſiy made the Belief of them Terms of 
Salvation.“ Then he adds ſecondly, ' 51 
« think the Spirit of God may have ſig- 
e nify'd the univerſal Neceſſity of believing. 
< ſome Truths, by other ways of expreſs 
© Declaration, which are as full and obli- 
gatory, as his ſaying in ſo many Words, 


* that he that believes them ſhall be ſaver, 
66 or 


. 
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or be that believes them not ſhall periſh : 
« As, when the Revelation of a Doctrine is 


ary Ly expreſs and plain: When it is ſer 
« in ſeveral Lights, - expreſs'd by ſeveral 
& Phraſes, all pointing very forcibly to one 
„ and the ſame common Senſe : When the 
*« Spirit of God lays great ſtreſs upon it 
either by mentioning it at every turn in 
„in the ſacred Writings, or by inter- 
« weaving it with the main Doctrines and 


<6 Inſtitutions of Chriftianity ; or by making 
« the Bleſſings, without which we cannot 


<< be faved, to depend upon it, and even 


upon the Belief of it; or by repreſenting 
<< it as the Foundation of Practical Godli- 


% neſs. When, I fay, I find theſe Marks 
<«« affixed to any Doctrine of Revelation in 
<< the Revelation it ſelf; I mean, all or 
& moſt of them concurring ; I apprehend 
« them to be an expreſs Teſtimony of the 


« Spirit of God, that ſuch a Truth is 41+ 


* verſally neceſſary, fully equivalent to the 
% former. I ſhall only inſtance in one 


„Truth, which tho? ithath, as I have juſt 
« obſerved, the former Mark alſo ofuniver- 
fal Neceffity, has theſe additional Marks 
too, Viz. That Chriſt died a Propitiatory 
«© Sacrifice for our Sins. 

I know no Truth more plainly ex- 


“ preſs d, or more frequently inculcated in 
e the Seriptures, and this in a Variety of 


< Phraſes of obvious Meaning, 1 
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comparing the Old and. New Teſtament 


together: That God laid on hi 
quities of us all; that be, 70s — 


our 7. 7 ons, bruiſed For our Ini 


ties; died for our Sins; *\was del 

2 N bore the Sins Te df 
ins in bis own Body on Abe 7. - made 

his Soul an Offering for Sing 2 = Sin 


and a. Curſe for us ; fu uſer dye Fuſt for the 


Unjuſt 3 gave 
made n — in of 145 


People; is ſet forth as a P 
ſides many oy Sn led * PT 
Caſe ; with the plain Senſe of which I 
cannot but think any honeſt Mind ma 
be fafely truſted, tho* he knew none of 
the Hypotheſes built upon it on the one | 
Hand, and notwithſtanding all the Sub- 
tilties of the Socinians to enervate the fo 
of them on the other. At the s 
Time I find the greateſt Streſs laid upon 
this Doctrine in the expreſs Declarations 
of Scripture. Divine Perfections are ſaid 
* 2 diſplap:d in it: His 
44 722 hs Ver 5, 7. 8. Gad commen- 
s: Love to us in, that while we were 


yet Sinners. Chriſt died for us. 1. John iv. 


19. . Herein is Love, not that we _ 

but that. be loved us, and ſent his Son 77 

45 Propitiation for our Sins. His Wil- 
om, Eph. i. 7, 8. In whom ue have 


= neſs 
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cc neſs ' of $1ns according 40 the Riches of his 
« bis Grace, wherein he has abounded toward 
nus in all Wiſdom and Prudence. is Righ- 
& teouſnefs, Rom. 11. 25, 26. Whom Gd 
% hath ſet forth to be a Propitiation thro 
« Faithin hisBlood, to declare his Righteouſneſs 


* for the Remiſſion of Sins that are paſt thro 


* the Porbearance of God: To declare, I ſay, 
% at this time his Rey neſs, that he might 
« be juſt, and the Fuſtiſier of him which be- 
„ Jieveth in Feſus. It is the Scope of the 


« Epiſtle to the Hebrews to ſhew, that the 


e Moſaical Sacrifices were intended to pre- 
* figure it. The great Bleſſings of the Co- 
„ yenant are expreſly made to depend upon 
« tt, (viz.) our Redemption. 1 Pet. 1. 18, 


* 19. For as much as ye knogo that ye were 


*« not redeem'd with corruptible things as Silver 
„ and Gold from your vain Converſation re- 
* cerved by Tradition from your Fathers, bit 
„ 2oith the precious Blood of Chriſt, as of a 
% Lamb without blemiſh and without ſpot. 
„The Pardon of our Sins, Epb. i. 7. In 
« whom wwe have Redemption thre his Blood, 
«© the Forgtveneſs of Sins; which Words are 
repeated in Col. i. 14, and again, Heb. ix. 
„% 14, 26. How much more ſhall the Blood if 
« Chriſt, who thro the eternal Spirit offer d 
% himſelf without Spot to God, purge your 
„ Conſcience from dead Works to ſerve the Li- 
% ving God. v. 26. ------- Once in the End 


« of the World hath he appear'd to put away 
„Sin 
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« Fin by the Sacrifice of himſelf. Our Acceſs 
to God, Heb. x. 19, 20. Having there- 
e fore, Brethren, boldneſs to enter into the holieſt 
&« by the Blood of Feſus by à new and living 
% ay which he hath conſecrated for us. Our 
e eternal Redemption, Heb. ix. 12. Neither 
&« by the Blood of Goats and Calves, but by bis 
* own Blood be enter'd inonce into the boly Place 
& having obtain'd eternal Redemption for us. 
e And the whole Covenant of Grace. Heb. 
« x. 29. - The Blood of the Covenant where- 
« with he was ſantifyd, Heb. 13. 20. The 
* Blood of the. Everlaſting Covenant. The 
4 only two viſible Rites inſtituted under the 
„New Teſtament, Baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper, are expreſly deſcribed, as refer- 
ring to it and Repreſentations of it. Rom. 
% vi. 3. Know ye not that ſo many of us as 
&« were baptized into Feſus Chriſt were baptized 
&« into his Death ? Matth. xxvi. 28. For this 
« is my Blood of the New Teſtament which is 
* ſhed for many for the Remiſion of Sits, It 
is repreſented- as the great Encourage- 
«© ment to Chriſtians under their guilty 
„ Fears, Nom. viii. 34. Who is he that con- 
* demneth ? It is Chriſt that died. And *tis 
*+ often inculcated as a principal Motive to 
„ Chriſtian Practice. Rom. vi. 3 ---— 17. 
„Me are baptized into his Death, that as 
* Chriſt was raiſed from the Dead, we alſo foould 
„ walk in newneſs of Life : Our old Man is 
« crucifyd with him that the Body of Sin 
«© might 


QA & 
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&« might be deſtroyd : Likewiſe reckon your «6 

ce — to be dead unto Sin. 2 Cor. v. 14, 2 

15. The Love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, for ne 
due thus judge ------ that be died for all that 
e they. aal not live to themſelves but to him | 
„ 4wwbo died for them, Tit. ii. 14. H/bo gave to 
.<* himſelf for us that be might redeem us from B. 
all Iniquity and purify unto bimſelf a pecu- to 
&« liar People zealous of good Works. It is N 
e ſpoken 1. as the Glory of the Chriſtian th 


* 


« Religion, 1 Cor. i. 23, 24. But we V 
% preach Chriſt cruciſyd, unto the Jews a W 
„ fumbling Block, and unto the Greeks Fooliſh- 7 


« neſs; but unto them-which are called, both C 
&« Fews and Greeks, Chriſt the Power of God C 
c and the Wi dom of God. *Tis that which hi 
the Founders of it, under Chriſt, chiefly Ti 
„ ploried in. Gal. vi. 14. But God forbid vi 
©. that 1 fhould glory ſave in the Croſs of our 11 


&« Lord  Feſus Chriſt, And 'tis made the JN 
chief Subject of their Preaching. 1. Cor. yo 
« jj, 2. But I determin'd not to know any C 
& thing among you ſave Jeſus Chriſt and bim in 
crucißꝰ d. Beſides this, our actual Juſti- th 
c fication 1s expreſly annexed to our Faith S; 
& jn his Blood. Rom. iii. 25. In a word, th 
4 this. Doctrine is interwoven in the Revec- v. 
lation itſelf with the whole of the Chri- 
„ ſtian Religion. Theſe Things laid to- th 
. * gether would oblige me to conclude this ar 
Doctrine to be mot Fundamental in . 
« A Chriſtianity. . even tho it had not the 


1 firs 
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« firſt Character annexed: to it,“ (viz. ) an 
expreſs Declaration of Lene - that: *tis 
— to our Salvation. 

Thus much ſays this learned Writer. | 

- And as Dr. Evans, who was well known 
to be a Perſon of large Charity, makes the 
| Belief of the Propitiation of Chriſt neceſſary 
to Salvation, at leaſt to thoſe who have the 
New Teſtament in their Hands to lead 
them into all Chriſtian Truth, ſo the late 
Venerable and Learned Dr. Whitby, who 
was no favourer of the peculiar Principles of 
Jobn Calvin, nor an Enemy to extenſive 
Charity, makes Faith in the Atonement of 
Chriſt as neceſſary as Dr. Evans does. See 
his Preface to the firſt general Epiſtle of St, 
John, where he cites the Words of our Sa- 
viour, Jobn vi. 53. 'Verily, , verily, I ſay 
unto you, except you eat the Fleſh of the Son of 
Mar and drink bis Blood, you have no Life in 

: And then adds, The expreſs Words of 

Cbrif clearly declare the Neceſſity of Faith 
in his Body given, and his Blood ſhed for 
the Remiſtion of Sins, to Juſtification and 
Salvation, we being juſtify'd by bis Blood and 
thro? Faith i in his Blood, as Rom. iii. 2 55 an 

V. 9. 
le goes on to prove the ſame Point from 
the plain Declarations of St. Paul, who 
among the many Things he preach'd to the 
Corinthians, as things by the Belief of which 
they 1 be ſaved, mentions three e 
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Firſt of all that Chriſt died for our Sins ac- 
cording to the Scriptures , Secondly, that he 
was buried , and Thardly, that he roſe from 
the Dead, 1 Cor. xv. 1, 2, „ 4. The 
Doctrine of the Sufficiency © Faich in 
Chriſt's Death for Juſtification without the 
Works of the Law, is by the fame Apoſtle de- 
clared to be ſo neceſſary, that he faith of 
them who gainſay'd it, Chriſt is become of no 
Effet to you, ye are fallen from Grace, Gal. 

v. 2, 4. Thus far Dr. Wait, Now what 
would theſe Gentlemen have ſaid to Agrippa, 


if he had acquainted them with his Scheme, 


if we may judge of their Sentiments by 
theſe Citations ? All their Charity would 
not have allow'd him a Place in a Chriſtian 
Church, nor thought him worthy of the 
Privilege of our Holy Communian. 
Ferventio having cited two ſuch Auth 

as theſe, ſuppoſed he had ſufficiently {; 

red himſelf from the Cenſure of an ancha- 
ritable Spirit: But to defend his Sentiments 
yet farther he proceeds thus. I would fain 
know, ſays he, what is Charity, when the 
Word is uſed in this fort of Debate. Tho' 
Charity is ſaid by St. Paul, 1 Cor. xii. 7. 
to believe all things and'to hope all things, yet 
can we ever think that Charity obliges us to 
believe that Man to be a Chriſtian who re- 
nounces one chief Office of Chriſt ? Or to _ 
that Agrippa has all the Neceſſaries of Chriſti- 


anity, when it is ſo evident by his own Confeſ- 
lion 
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ſion that he wants ſeveral of them? Will 
Charity require us to ſay, that any Man will 
find Propitiation for his Sins thro* Faith in the 
Blood of Chriſt, who denies that this Blood 
hath made any real Propitiation for Sin, and 
hath no Faith in it for that Purpoſe, and 
who continues to do this after the whole 
New Teſtament is put into his Hands, and 


theſe Scriptures which ſo plainly aſſert it, 


are pointed out to him in Abundance and 
Variety ? | | | 
Chriſtian Charity, my Friends, tho? it 
ought to be ſtretch'd to a large Extent, yet 
it ought not to renounce Truth and Scrip- 


ture, nor muſt it be boundleſs and unlimitable. 


| Eft modus in rebus, ſunt certi denique fines, 
Qusos ultra citraq; nequit confiſtere rettum, Hor. 


There is a Mean in Things, its Bounds are ſure : 
Nor Truth nor Goodneſs can Extremes endure, 


Charity 1s a neceſſary Duty to Men by 
the Authority of God, and in God's Name 
let us exerciſe this Chriſtian Grace, accor- 
ding to the true Meaſures and Degrees and 
Kinds of it toward all where God requires, 
all to whom Chriſt or St. Paul would have 
exerciſed it. But as they are our Leaders or 
Standards, let us not pretend to pleaſe God 
better, or ſeek the Name of better Chriſti- 
ans, by going beyond the Bounds that they 
have appointed. Perhaps my Charity would 
extend ſo far, as to include a Heathen Deiſt 

accor- 
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according to the Revelations of Grace f 
made to Adam or Noah, if any ſuch Perfox a 
ſhould be found diligent and ſincere in the 

Search of Truth by the Light of Nature, 5 
and conſtant in the daily Worſhip of one i 


true God, and zealous to practice the com- 
mon Rules of Virtue among Men, who is 
humbly penitent where he falls ſhort and 
truſts in the general Mercy of God, while $ 
he has never yet heard of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, nor ever enjoy*d any Opportunity of 
Acquaintance with Jeſus and his Salvation. 


But where the New Teſtament is known, 4 
and ſufficient Evidences of the Truth of the of 
Goſpel ſhine round about us, where a Man hi 
has Capacity and Leiſure to read and ſearch h 
out the Truth, if he ſtill obſtinattly perſiſt m 


in his Infidelity, may not Charity itſelf 
allow, that there is ſome very criminal Pre- 55 
judice blinds his Eyes, and that he lies ex- th 
d to that dreadful Sentence, He that be- ti 
teves not ſhall be damned? And in the ſame m 
Manner, where a Perſon reads. the New th 
Teſtament, and has all proper Opportu- P 
nities for underſtanding the Senſe. of dt, and R 
yet renounces this Doctrine of the Death of ar 
Chriſt as a Sacrifice f Atonement for Sin, I D 
think I have ſufficient Ground to ſay, tis V 
owing to ſome criminal Prejudice indulged ; ne 
and in that Caſe, to repeat the Language of to 
the Apoſtle, There remains no more Sacri- be 
E 


fice 
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fice for his Sins, but @ certain 9285 Huge: 
Hation, &c. 


ieee enges 
SECT. v. 


Queries urged againſt the N eceſſty of be- 
heving this Doctrine. 


L L this while Cavenor ſate filent : 

But it was eaſy to ſee by the Changes 

of his Countenance, and the Paſſions of 

his Face, that he was not unmoved. At laſt 

he declared the Muſings of his Soul in this 
manner, 

I am as much ſurpriz'd now with Fer- 
ventio's Zeal in proclaiming the Neceſſity of 
this Doctrine of Atonement in order to Salva- 
tion, as I was before to find ſo many A 
ments which I never thought of to defend 
the Doctrine itſelf among the Queries of 
Paulinus ; tho' I am bold to fay that the 
Reaſonings of Paulinus carry more Force 
and Evidence with them than the warm 
Diſcourſe of Ferventio on this Subject. 
What ſhall I not be a Chriſtian, and can 1 
not be ſaved except I become a Convert 
to this Opinion? Surely thoſe Truths ſnou'd 
be moſt exceeding plain, both as to the 
1— and the Senſe of them in Scrip- 

ture, 
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ture, which demand our Faith under ſuch a 
Penalty. I confeſs I have been leaning to- 
ward the Opinions of Agrippa, but my 
Reaſon in its fincere Exerciſes is almoſt won 
over by the Arguments of Paulinus, and [I 
am ready to become his Diſciple. I muſt 


acknowledge alſo that I would take care of 


my immortal Intereſts, and I dread the 
Thoughts of being found in ſo dangerous a 
Miſtake as Ferventio has repreſented. But 


pray Ferventio, give me leave to doubt a 


little of the Force of your Reaſonings, and 
permit me to aſk you a few Queſtions on 
this Head. - 


Query I. > N no Man partake of Sal- 

vation unleſs he be particu- 
larly acquainted with all the Mediums of it ? 
Shall not a Perſon be accepted of God who 
acknowledges Jeſus Chriſt to be the Son of 
-God and the Saviour of the World, who 
confeſſes him to be a great Prophet to in- 
ſtruct us, an High Prieſt to intercede for 
us, a King to rule and defend us, and an 
Example to be imitated by us, and who re- 
ceives him honeſtly under all theſe Cha- 
racters and Offices; J ſay, cannot ſuch a 
Man be accepted of God, if he be ſincere 
in all this, tho* he doth not know any other 
Character or Office which Chriſt ſuſtains 
in the Work of our Salvation? Shall not 
he who receives the Propofals of the 1 
PT | an 
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and accepts the Salvation of Chriſt as che 
great Mediator between God and Man, in 
all its Rules of Holineſs and its Promiſes 
of Happineſs, ſhall not he be made a Sha- 
rer in this Salvation, unleſs he be acquainted 
with all the Mediums whereby it is provi- 
ded,” procured and applied to Men? As for 
Inſtance, Will you ſay, he ſhall have no 
Benefit by the Original Covenant of Re- 
demption between Gad the Father and his 
Son Feſus Chriſt, who doth not know that 
there was ſuch a Covenant ? Will you tell 
me, he cannot poſſibly be one of the Elect 
of God, who hath not learned the Doctrine 
of Election? Muſt he not be a Partaker of 
the Bleſſings ariſing from the Sacrifice or 
Atonement of Chriſt who is not acquainted 
with this Atonement? Can he not be en- 
lighten'd or ſanctify'd by the Holy Spirit 
until he know and acknowledge the Holy 
- Spirit as a Divine Enlightner and Sanctifier? 
Who ſhall enlighten him in this Doctrine 
if the Spirit does not? Shall he never ob- 
tain perſevering Grace who hath not learnt 
to conſtrue the Promiſes of the Covenant 
to extend to this Perſeverance? Pray, Fer- 
ventio, tell me, Are you very ſure that you 
know, underſtand, and receive every Di- 
vine Medium whereby this Salvation, is 
tranſacted between God the Father and his 
Son Feſus, or between Feſus Chriſt and his 
People, ſo far as they may be revealed in the 
129 New 
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New Teſtament ? And will you venture to 
exclude your ſelf from that Salvation, if 
there ſhould happen to be ſome or other of 
theſe Divine Mediums mention'd in the 
Scripture which you have not yet learat 
or underſtood in the proper Senſe of { ? 
Why then ſhould Agrippa be utterly ex- 
cluded from the Bleſſings of the Goſpel, (if he 
be ſincerely willing to receive this Salvation in 
the Holineſs and Happineſs of it) meerly 
becauſe he hath not yet learned the true 
Doctrine of the Sacrifice of Chriſt as one 
Medium to procure it? Shall he have no 
Part in this Saviour and the Benefits of his 
Offices, while he 1s willing to receive them 
in general, and ſubmit to them, meerly be- 
cauſe he does not deſcend into all your Par- 
licularities about them? Muſt ſuch a Soul 
be cut off from all the Privileges of the 
Prieſthood of Chrit who receives the High 
Prieſt as an Interceſſor, but does not under- 
ſtand and receive his Sacrifice in the true 
and compleat Scriptural Senſe of it? *Tis 
my Opinion there may be many Things ne- 
ceſſary in the Divine Tranſactions relating 
to the Salvation of Men, towards the con- 
' triving, procuring, and applying this Sal- 
vation, which perhaps may be alſo ſome 
way intimated in the Word of God, which 
et may not be neceſſary to be known and 
lieved by every Sinner that ſhall partake 
of this Salvation ; Nor do I think it is pro- 
per 
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per for Men to make the Knowledge and 
Belief of any of theſe Things neceſſary to 
our Acceptance with God, but what God 
himſelf has made ſo by moſt expreſs Lan- 
guage in his own Word; which I cannot 
ſee concerning the En of Chriſt. 


Query II. M AY not ſome of the Texts 
of Scripture which you 
have mention'd, as pronouncing the con- 
demning Sentence upon Agrippa and his 
Followers, be very fairly and juſtly con- 
ſtrued and explain'd into a milder and gen- 
tler Senſe ? That in Heb. x. 26. moſt appa- 
rently means ſuch a wilful Sinning after we 
have received the Knowleage of the Truth, as 
amounts to a ſtubborn and wilful Rejection 5 
of the Goſpel of Cbriſt, and not of one 
particular Article in it: And for ſuch Per- 
ſons there remains no more Sacrifice, &c. 
And. the Expreſſion of Peter concerning 
thoſe robo bring upon. themſelves fwift De- 
ruction, by denying the Lord that bought © 
them, 2 Pet. ii, 1. certainly implies either 
a Denial of God, the true God, the Father, 
who bought or redeemed the Few for his 
his People, as tis, expreſs'd in Deut. xxxii. 
6. Is be not thy Father who hath bought thee ? 
or a more univerſal Renunciation of Chriſt, 
in all his Offices, and not meerly a Denial 
of his Atonement or the Purchaſe of Sinners - 
by his Blood, Whereis there any ſuch Sen- 
G tence 
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tence: of Damnation in Scripture denounced 
againſt thoſe - who do believe the Goſpel, 
but difbelieve the proper Atonement of 
Chriſt, as our Saviour in Mark xvi. 16. pro- 
nounces- againſt thoſe who. under proper and 
ſufficient Evidence utterly reject the Goſpel 
itſelf? Concerning ſuch Perſons tis ſaid, He 
that believeth not ſhall be damned: But this is 
not ſaid concerning thoſe who diſbelieve a 
real Atonement; and without ſome ſuch 
plain Expreſſion, tis hard to pronounce 
ſuch a Damnation meerly by Conſequences. 


Query III. P RAT,  Ferventio, be fo 
good as to inform me when 
this Doctrine of the proper Atonement of 
Chriſt began to be neceflary to Salvation. 
*Tis certain it was not neceſſary in Chriſ?'s 
Life-time, for St. Peter himſelf did not 
know that Chriſt ſhould die when he ſaid, 
Far be it from thee, Lord, Matth. xvi. 22. 
which was not long before his Death. At 
the Days of Pentecoft, after the Reſurrection 
of Chriſt, when the Goſpel-Kingdom was 
ſet up in the World, Peter in his firſt Ser- 
mon doth not ſpeak a Syllable of it, A. i. 
And as it is granted that eſis in his own 
Life hinted it but now and then, ſo in the 
whole Hiſtory of the As of the Apoſtles, 
which contains an Account of the Primitive 
Miniſtration of the Goſpel to the Jetos and 
Gentiles, this Doctrine is very little 8 
e | tion 
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tion'd, I muſt confeſs Paulinus has ſhew'd 
to my ſurprize how continually this Doctrine 
is inſiſted upon in the Epiſtles of Paul, 
Peter, and Fohn: Yet if we Take Scripture 
Hiſtory our Rule of Judgment 2 | 
Facts, it ſeems probable that Multitudes 
Souls became true Believers in Chriſt, with 
very little Acquaintance with this Doctrine, 
or the Profeſſion of it, before thoſe Epiſtles 
were written, Muſt then the Fime of the 
Writing and Publiſhing thoſe Epiſtles be 
the preciſe Date of this fundamental Ar- 
ticle ? Which was the Year, and which was 
the Day, when the Canon of Scripture was 
ſo compleated, and divulged, and received 
in the Churches, that all the fundamental 
Articles were ſettled at that Period? And 
who gave Ferventio the N otice of it ? 


Query IV. Swe es it could be 
made out that this 1s the ge- 

neral Rule of Scripture, as it is now com- 
pleted, that he that truſts not in the Death-of 
Chriſt as a proper Atonement for Sin, ſhall 
never be pardon d; yet is it not poſſible that 
the great and gracious God may know the 
particular Circumſtances under which ſome 
Men are placed, the ſpecial Prejudices that 
may be wrought in their Minds even from 
Infancy, and the unhappy Influences they 
may be expoſed to in their growing Years, 
which may uh greatly excuſe their 3 | 
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and diminiſh their Crime, tho* they may 
not yet underſtand nor receive the Doctrine 
of the Atonement of Cbriſt in its full and 
| 5 — Senſe ? And may not ſuch a View of 

ings in the All- ſurveying Eye of God, 
the merciful and righteous Judge of Men, 
give Occaſion to. mollify the Rigour and 
Severity of this Rule, and to deſcend to a 
milder Sentence ? Nathan the Prophet being 
ſent from God; . did not condemn David to 
die, tho' the general Rule of the Fewi/h 
Law puts the Adulterer to Death. Tis ne- 
ceſſary indeed that the Words of a publick 
Law ſhould be ſtrong and poſitive: But if 
the Expreſſions in this Caſe were poſitive 
and ſtrong, is there no ſuch Thing as a 


Court of Equity in the Breaſt of God, 


wherein ſome unhappy Perſon may find Re- 
lief, who may ſtand expoſed to the general 
Sentence of the publick Law, by ſome early 
and ſtrong Prejudices which may have dark- 
ned his Judgment, and led him aſtray from 
Truth and Duty? May not God have pity 
on ſuch a Creature and ſaye him ? _ * - 


Query V. JS it not a poſſible Thing that 

I one good Man may be fuf- 
fer'd to fall ſo far into a Miſtake, as to be- 
lieve the Atonement of Chriſt is but Figu- 
rative and Emblematical, and not Real and 
Proper? Is it impoſſible that a ſincere and 
, diligent Searcher of the Truth, who loves 
and values his Bible, and reads it Night and 
WO Day, 
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Day, with Prayer that he may learn the 
Mind and Will of his Maker there, ſhould 
fall into the Sentiments of Agrippa ops 
cerning the Death of Chr; Pat . | 
nounce 1t an utter Im 
ſhould be convinced of Sin; hold be hum- 
ble and penitent before God, ſhould return 
to his Maker in all the Ways of known 
Duty, and yet ſhould miſtake the true Senſe 
of ſuch Scriptures as ſpeak of this Atone- 
ment? Surely I think, there are two or 
three Perſons of my Acquaintanee, whoſe 
Souls are very ſincere in their Searches of 
Divine Truth, in order to practice all the 
known Will of God, and yet they have not 
hitherto been perſuaded to believe that Chriſt 
was a proper Propitiation for the Sins of 
Men by his Death in your Senſe : Is all their 
Repentance, all their Love to God, all their 
Holineſs and ſincere Deſires to pleaſe him, 
all their Truſt in Feſus Chriſt as a Mediator 
with the Father, and their Submiſſion to 
him as a King, is it all made void by their 
| Ignorance of this one Doctrine, (viz. ) his 
Atoning Sacrifice in the (criptural Senſe of 
it? | 
I defire alſo to put in one Word here con- 
cerning thoſe who have all theſe Characters 
of ſincere Chriſtians, and yet doubt of the 
effectual and irreſiſtible Influences of the Spirit 
of God in our Day, turning the Heart of 
Sinners to God, and with an Almighty 
G 3 Power 
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Power 
Holineſs, May not the bleſſed Spirit be- 
ſtow this Favour on any of thoſe who know 
not this Doctrine? Is ſuch an Ignorance an 
eternal Bar againſt his enlightening and con- 
verting ns? Can they be enlighten'd 
in this Truth without his Influences? Will he 
for ever deny theſe Bleſſings to thoſe honeſt 
Souls who happen to miſtake the Extent of 
his Influences, and limit them only to the 
primitive Times? I might repeat almoſt all 
the former Queſtions with regard to this 
Doctrine alſo, and aſk if Ferventio would 
judge and condemn all ſuch Perſons, and 
leave them no Hope. 

I wiſh Ferventio would anſwer ſuch Que- 
ries as theſe : I beg you would take them, 
Sir, into your further Conſideration when 
you are alone and retired. In the mean 
time I would appeal to Chariſtes here pre- 
ſent, whether there is not a great deal to be 
ſaid on the negative Side of this Queſtion, 
concerning the Neceſſity of believing theſe 
Doctrines in order to the Salvation of 
Men. 

And I, ſays Ferventio, will appeal to Cha- 
riſtes too, 'tho' I believe his Charity is ſome- 
times ſtretched to a Length beyond my 
Reach: But before he pronounces his Opi- 
nion, I beg leave to make theſe two or three 
Remarks on Cavenor's Queſtions, 5 

"IS 5 ; — 


changing the Bent of their Souls to 
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The Firſt is, that he has not ſo much as 
_ attempted to refute my Arguments for the 

Neceſſity of this Doctrine, only in 
mollifying the Senſe which I have given of 
two Scriptures : So that almoſt every thing 
I have faid ſtands in its full Force, tho* he 
has been making Queries on the contrary 
Side : And 

Secondly, I beg Chariſtes to obſerve that 
the greateſt Part of Cavenor”'s Defence may 
— aP to Deiſts and Infidels, as well 
to Agrippa, with a little Change of the 
Words. 

And my laſt Remark is this, that Cavenor 
ſuppoſes a Man may be truly Pious and 
Religious, in the Practice of Faith, Re- 
pentance and Holineſs, who renounces this 
great and important Doctrine of the Goſpel 
of which we have been treating; but this | 
is what I cannot well aſſent to: And beſides, 
I think there is a great deal of difference 
between the meer Ignorance of theſe Do- 
ctrines in a Perſon who has no Advantages 
for Knowledge,. and the renouncing them 
when they are ſer. in fo plain a Light as 
to appear to be the — Language and 
Dictates of Cbriſt and his Apoſtles. And 
now I intreat you, Chariſtes, and I join 
with Cavenor to beg this favour of you, that 
you would tell us your ien on this 
Subject. | 


GEA SECT. 
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SECT. N 


The Docrines affirmed, and their Ne- 


ceſſity limited and adjuſted. 


HARISTES was very unwilling 
to become an Umpire in ſuch an awful 
and difficult Debate ; . yet being much impor- 
tun'd he did at laſt prevail upon himſelf, and 
began to explain himſelf in the following 
Manner, | 
With regard to the Arguments uſed by 
Paulinus in Vindication of theſe Doctrines, I 
think, when put all together, they carry ſuch 
Weight and Force with them, that: I do not 
ſee how any reaſonable Perſon, who reads 
the New Teſtament, can well reſiſt them, 


he lies under the powerful and pre- 


vailing Influence of ſome culpable Prejudice. 
J muſt acknowledge alſo the Reaſonableneſs 
of Ferventiòs Zeal in a Matter of ſo great 
Importance in Chriftianity. As theſe Do- 
ctrines are ſo evidently a Part of that Faith 
which was once deliver d to the Saints, I do 
not. wonder to ſee Ferventio contend ſo earneſt- 
_ by for them, Tis proper to have their Im- 
portance ſet before the Mind in a ſolemn 
and awful Light; and moſt of the Argu- 
ments he has uſed ſeem to carry ſuch a De- 
gree of Evidence in them, as ought to 
TS _ 183 awaken 
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awaken the Spirits of thoſe who are ſearch- 
ing after Divine Knowledge, to.take heed 
left they drop any neceſſary Part of the. 
Salvation. I am of Ferventio's Opi- 
nion, that our Charity muſt not be boundleſs: 
It muſt have its proper Limits according to 
Scripture : Yet, I fear, he has expreſs'd 
himſelf with a little too much Severity in 
ſome Part of his Diſcourſe on this Subject. 
And I fear then, ſaid Paulinus, I ſhall fall 
under Cenſure upon the ſame Account. Per- 
haps my Zeal for theſe great and bleſſed. 
Doctrines of the Goſpel may have given too 
much Sharpneſs to ſome of my Expreſſions, 
while I was purſuing a Courſe of Argu- 
ment: But you will forgive me, Chariſtes, 
ſince you know that I have two Sons here in. 
London in the midſt of theſe Errors and 
dangerous Opinions. The young Fellows 
don't want a natural Genius, and I thank 
God, they have ſomething of a ſerious Turn 
towards Religion too; but they love to. 
keep polite Company, and if Aprippa's 
Creed grow much in Faſhion, I fear they 
will be tainted with it, and loſe a great deal. 
of that Chriſtianity which I taught them 
in their younger Years.,- *T was that tender 
Concern for the Welfare of their Souls, 
which dwells always with me, that might 
help perhaps to give an Edge and Accent. 
to ſome of my Sentences, and inclines me 
ſometimes to ſay a ſevere Word or two 
G-5 | againſt: 
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againſt theſe growing and pernicious No- 
tions: And tho? after all that Cavenor has 
faid in a way of Excuſe, I am ſtill fatisfy*d 
of the Falſhood and Danger of them, yet I 
am forced to acknowledge that in ſome 
of his Queſtions he has ſuggeſted ſeveral 
Thoughts, which may draw out the Heart 
of a Chriſtian to greater Degrees of Mode- 
ration and Candor than Ferventio ſeems to 
admit of. However, Chariftes, I beg you 
would proceed to fulfil the Requeſt of theſe 
Gentlemen here preſent, and ſhew us your 
Opinion upon the Subject of their Debate. 
I take a Pleaſure, Sir, ſaid Chariſtes, to 
obey your Orders at all Times, and parti- 
cularly fince you have confirm*d the Requeſt 
of theſe Gentlemen ; and I would therefore 
humbly propoſe it to the Company, whe- 
ther this Conteſt between Cavenor and Fer- 
ventio about the Neceſſity of believing the Atone- 
ment of Chriſt in order to Salvation may not 
be compromis'd by fome ſuch Conſiderations 
as theſe. 3 
Conſid. 1. There are ſome Things which 
hold ſo very important a Place in the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, that in their very Nature 
they ſeem to be 1 to Chriſtianity as it 
is a well- connected Syſtem of Doctrines and 
Practices, formed upon the compleat Reve- 
lation of the New Teſtament. Theſe. have 
been uſually calPd Fundamentals from a Sup- 


poſition that the Apoſtle enumerated them 
a a” 
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all, Heb. where he ſpeaks of the 
Foundation f — from dead Works, and 
Faith towards God, &c. and which are there 
called the Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt. 
But I chuſe rather to call them Eſentials, to 
avoid ſomething of thoſe Controverſies. 
which have been already form'd upon the 
Word Fundamentals, and are attach d to 


it. | 
Now among other Characters which may 

be given of Eſſentials or Fundamentals, 1 

look upon thoſe Things to be ſuch Eſſential 

Parts of Chriſtianity, which being clearly 

revealed in the New Teſtament, many or 
moſt of the ſpecial Privileges of it, and 
the ſpecial Duties of it are contain'd in them 

or. founded upon them : For theſe Privi- 
leges and theſe Duties are nothing elſe but 
the Engagements which the Goſpel repre- 
ſents on God's Side, and requires on ours, 
as it is properly a Covenant of Grace between 

God and Man; and ſurely theſe Engage- 
ments of Bleſſings and Duties are eſſential to 

this Covenant, as it 1s a Conſtitution in 

which two Parties are mutually engaged, or 
at leaſt which is propos'd of God to be ac- 

-cepted of Man. 

Conſid. 2. Upon this Account the Do- 
Etrine of the Atonement of Chriſt for Sin 
ſeems to me to be an eſſential Part of Chri- 
ſtianity, becauſe ſo many of the peculiar 

"FM nere and chief Duties of it are ſo 
| | deeply 
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deeply intereſted therein, and are founded 
upon it. 

As for the Duties of Repentance, Faith 
and Hope, N . and Praiſe, Love and 
Obedience to Gad and Cbriſt, this Doctrine 
of the Atoning Sacrifice of Chriſt is deeply 

concern'd in them all. Doth not St. Paul in 
His Epiſtle to the Romans, ch. vi. build our 
* Hatred to Sin, our Repentance for it, and 
our Mortification of it- on the Doctrine of 
the foregoing Chapters, where he had treated 
largely on the Atoning Blood of the Son of 
God? How ſhall we continue in Sin ſince 
Chriſt died to remove it? Is not our Faith 
required to be a Faith in the Blood of Chriſt, © 
Rom. ili. 25 ? Does not our Hope depend 
on his Death and his Reſurrection, Rom. v. 
, 6, and vin. 34 ? Are we not directed to 
pray in the Name of our great High Pricf 
who made Reconciliation or Atonement for 
Sins, John xvi. 23, 24. Heb. ii. 17. and 8 
iv. 14, 16? Have we not Acceſs to God thro 10 
this Mediator who has made Peace by the Blood fe 
of his Croſs, Epheſ. ii. 13, 14, 16, 18 ? 
Is he not appointed our Advocate with the 
Father and our Propitiation to encourage us 
to avoid every Sin, 1 Jobn ii. 1, 2? Muſt 
we not offer Praiſe to our Lord Jeſus Chriji 
as the Church in Heaven does, becauſe he 
haas redeemed us with his own Blood, Rev. v. 
9, 13? Is not his dying for us repreſented 
as a Reaſon and Motive of our Love ol 
| Obe- 


LY 


. 20 pn 


II 


25 nA — ao 


| tu 


Obedience to him, that is living to bim 2 Cor. 


v. 15? 
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Thus much for the Duties of the Cs 


nant of Grace; and as for the Promiſes and 


Privileges of it, (viz.) Pardon of Sin, Ju- 


ſtification, Acceptance with God, Anſwer of 


Prayer, holy Peace and Joy, together with 
the Expectation of heavenly Bleſſedneſs, 
are not all theſe built according to the Wri- 
tings of the Apoſtles on the Doctrine of the 
atoning Sacrifice of Chrift, or his dying 
for our Sins, Rom. v. ----- 11? Is not 
the Blood of Chriſt, which atones for Sin, 
Heb. x. 10. call'd tbe Blood of the Covenant, 


in v. 29 ? the Blood of the everlaſting Cove- 
nant, whereby God becomes the 004 of 


Peace, Heb. x11). 20? Is not this the Blood 
of that Sacrifice that has reconciled God and 
Man, and brought them into a Coyenant 
of Peace and mutual Love ? And indeed 
without Blood under the Law or Goſpel there 
is no Remiſſion of Sins, no Peace with God 
for Sinners. 


If you review all that Paulinus and K 


ventio have ſaid on this Subject, and what 


has been cited from the — Dr. Evans, I 


think there_ cannot be much room to doubt 
whether the Doctrine of Chris atoning 
Sacrifice be not an eſſentzal Article in the 
Chriſtian Covenant, ſo that our Chriſtianity 
is a very incompleat Thing without it, 


ſ 
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Let me aſk one Queſtion here. What 
would you have thought of a Man who pre- 
tended to be a Few in the Land of Hyael 
during that Diſpenſation, and yet did neither 
believe nor practice any thing relating to 
of Atonement 
which were appointed by Moſes, but. re- 
nounced and neglected them all? Could 
you imagine this Man was a fincere and com- 
pleat Few? Or could he be a hearty Be- 


liever and Practiſer of the Religion of 


Moſes? How then can a Man be called a 
5 t Chriſtian who renounces the only 
Sacrifice of Atonement which belongs to the 
Chriſtian Religion, and which is the only 
Medium of our Forgiveneſs of Sins? The 
Man who denies and renounces this effential 
Doctrine, tho* in common Language he has 


the Name of Chritian given him, the 
Name being determin'd by the major Part 


of his Opinions, yet if Names were to be 


-apply'd by the Rules of ſtrict Proportion 


and Tuſtice, . I do not ſee how his Character 
could ariſe higher than that of almoſt a 
Chriſtian. 


4 theſe Words were pronounced, Fer- 
/ wentio roſe up, for he was grown big with 


an Inference which he could not ſuppreſs : 

Upon this Foot, ſays he, Agrippa can ſcarce 
ho half a Chriſtian, for his Creed has dropp'd 
fo many of theſe Effentials of Chriſtianity, 


that I fear he is almoſt a Heathen, But pray, 


Chariſtes, 
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Chariſtes, go on to your third Conſideration. 
I obey, Sir, ſaid Chariſtes, and purſu'd his 
Diſcourſe. == C 
Conſid. 3. All the Eſentials of Chrifti- 
anity can hardly be ſuppoſed neceſſary to be 
believed or acknowledged in order to the 
Salvation of every Man ; for Ferventio him- 
elf has confeſs'd that his own Charity might 
Extend fo far as to include a Heathen within 
the Reach of Salvation, who ſhould be Re- 
ligious and Penitent, deſirous to know and 
do the Will of God, and to truſt in his 
Mercy ſo far as the Light of Nature can 
trace out his Mercy and his Will, provided 
that he never had Opportunity or Means to 
know .Chriſt and his Goſpel, and conſe- 
quently neither knows nor believes any one 
of the peculiar Eſſentials * of Chriſtianity. 
*Tis hard to make incurable Ignorance a 
Ground of utter Condemnation. - And there- 
fore tis certain that when our Saviour com- 
mands his Goſpel. to be preached to all, and 
pronounces Damnation on him that believgs it 
not, there muſt be ſufficient Light and Evi- 
dence ſuppoſed : and none can incur this Sen- 
tence but fuch as by ſome Fault of the 

| | e 
Eſentiali of Chriſtianity are either common or pecu- 
lar. Common are thoſe which it borrows from Natu- 
ral Religion, ſuch as the Being of God, the Neceſſity 
of Holineſs, Repentance for Sin, and hoping for 
Mercy. The peculiar Effentials of it are the Atonement 
of Cbriſt, his Interceſſion, Faith in him, praying in 
his Name, Baptiſm, the Lord's Supper, &c. 


* 


| Evidence. 

Conſid. 4. If this be admitted, vill it not 
follow — that there is no one of all the 
peculiar Eſſentials of Chriſtianity which are 
abſolutely and certainly neceſſary to Salva- 
tion, where there has not been ſufficient 
Means of Light and Evidence for the Know- 
ledge of them? And conſequently the ne- 


cular Perſons in Chriſtianity itſelf, as well as 
in all the reſt of the Diſpenſations of God 
towards fallen Man, muſt be as various as 
are the Caſes and Circumſtances of every 
particular Perſon, with regard to their dif- 
ferent Opportunities and Advantages tor 
Light and Knowledge. 

And upon this Foot of Reaſoning, not 
only in different Nations and in different 
Ages, the Things that are neceſſary to the 
Salvation of particular Perſons muſt be 

different according to the different Re- 
velations and Advantages under which they 
lived, but even in the ſame Nation and in 
the ſame Age, ſome of thoſe Articles of 
Chriſtianity may be neceſſary to the Salva- 
tion of thoſe Perſons who live in religious 
- Families, and in Towns where the Goſpel 
is preached in its Fulneſs and Glory, which 
Articles are not neceſſary to the Salvation of 
thoſe who live in obſcure Villages, among 
Rocks and Woods, in little Me nd 
dar 
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Will, either neglect, avoid, or reſiſt this 


ceſlary Requiſites to the Salvation of parti- 
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dark Corners of the Country, where there 
is no Preaching, and where very few People 
are poſſeſs'd: of Bibles, or are able to read 
them. Some Points of Faith and Practice 
may be neceſſary for thoſe who are educated 
in the conſtant Profeſſion of them amongſt 
the brighteſt Evidences of Reaſon and Scrip- 
ture to ſupport them, which may not be 
neceſſary to thoſe who are bred up from 
their Infancy amidſt the contrary Errors, 
and are ſurrounded and clouded with a Thou- 
ſand unavoidable Prejudices againſt them. 

Tis only a Neglect or Reſiſtance of Light 
that renders Error ſo very criminal a Thing. 

Conſid. 5. Thence it will follow that how- 
ever Chriſtian Churches muſt form the beſt 
Judgment they. can for themſelves, . how 
many of theſe Eſſentials of Chriſtianity are 
. neceſſary; to be profeſs'd in order to Church 
Fellowſhip (which Affair muſt be tranſacted 
by the general Rules of Scripture and Mens 
outward Profeſſion) yet it is God alone, who 
is the ſupreme and final Judge of Mens eter- 
nal States, that can determine how much of 
theſe Eſſentials in Faith or Practice is ne- 
ceſſary to the one eon each particular 


Perſon : He alone knows the preciſe Mea- 
ſure of Light and Evidence which is ſuffi- 
cient to convince every Man of the Truth, 
and *tis he who has Authority to ſay, The 
Soul that believes it not ſhall bedamned. I ſay, 
*tis he alone has ſufficient Penetration 'and 


Cognt- 
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Cognizance of the Situation and Circum- 
ſtances, and the Workings of the Heart 
of every Perſon, to apply his own Rule al- 
ways without Miſtake. In his divine Ba- 
lance he exactly ponders the Weight of 


every unavoidable Prejudice, and every Dif- 


ficulty from within and without, under 
which a Perſon labours in his Enquiries 
after Truth. He can make juſt Allowances 
for them all when he decides their State, 
He ſurveys alſo all the Exerciſes of humble 
« ndance on his Grace, all the fervent 
Prayers which have been offer*d up by ſuch 
a Soul for Divine Light and Conduct; and 
all theſe ſhall be put into the Balance in 
order to Judgment: The Lord the Judge +4 
the whole Earth will do right. *Tis his 
own Work and he transfers it not to us. 
Conſid. 6. Yet ſtill we may venture to 
aſſert that where there are great and con- 
ſtant Advantages for Light and for Ac- 
quaintance with the whole Chriſtian Reli. 
gion, it is a Matter of the utmoſt Hazard 
to renounce ſo important and ſo eſſential an 
Article of Chriſtianity as this of the Atone- 
ing Sacrifice of Chriſt. A Man had need be 
well aſſured of his Sincerity in ng 
after Truth, and that he has indulged no 
criminal Prejudice, no ſecret Biaſs of Paſ- 
ſion, no Warpings of Heart by Humour 
or Intereſt, no vain Elations of the Pride 
of Reaſon and Self- ſufficiency; he had need 
be 
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be very conſcious alſo that he has earneſtly 
ſought Light and Inſtruction of God, toge- 
ther with his own honeſt Enquiries, - and 
that he has never wilfully neglected or a- 
voided any Evidence; I ſay, a Man had 
need be well affured of all this who reads 
this Doctrine daily in his New Teſtament 
ſo plainly expreſs'd and ſo often repeated 
there, and yet denies this Truth, abandons 
this Refuge of a guilty Creature, and re- 
nounces this Divine Hope. A Man had 
need have very bright Evidences of the 
ſteady Uprightneſs of his Soul in reading 
the Scripture, and ſeeking the Way of Sal- 
vation there, without Pride or Partiality, 
who confeſſes himſelf a ſinful Creature, and 
yet with the New Teſtament in his Hands 
refuſes to receive this blefſed Proviſion of 
Grace which is there offer'd, and dares ven- 
ture into the Preſence of a Holy and Sin- 
avenging God without a Propitiation, with- 
out a Sacrifice. 

I deſire it may be obſerved here that ſeve- 
ral Things which I have aſſerted concerning 
the Propitiation of the Blood of Chriſt might 
be alſo apply'd to the ſanitifying Operations 
of the Holy Ghoſt, but perhaps not in the 
ſame Degree; for tho? I believe theſe Ope- 
rations to be an eſſential Part of Chriſtianity, 
yet they may not be quite ſo powertully 
| pronounced 1 in Scripture, or not ſo largely 
argued or not ſo frequently repeated, as the 


Atone- 
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Atonement of Chriſt is, and therefore per- 
haps the Neceſſity of acknowledging that 
Doctrine may not be quite ſo great. Fam 
verily perſuaded, and think there is Reafon 
for it in Scripture, that no Man ſhall be 
ſaved who is not made Partaker of both 
theſe Bleſſings; nor do I pretend to ſay 
which is moſt neceſſary to the Salvation of 
Men in the great Scheme and Counſels of 
God. If a Heathen that knows not Chr: 
be ever accepted of God and forgiven, *tis 


thro' the Atonement which the Blood of 
Chriſt has made. If ever he be renew'd to 


Repentance and Holineſs, tis thro? the In- 
fluence of the Bleſſed Spirit. And the' 


ſome who call themſelves Chriſtians may not 
receive nor profeſs theſe Truths, yet if ever 


they are faved, it muſt be by the Participa- 
tion of theſe Bleſſings, whether they will 
believe and acknowledge it or no; and they 
are infinitely more indebted to Chrift their 
Saviour, and the Spirit their Sanctifier, _ 
Chriſt and the Spirit are to them. Who 

is Ek# or choſen to Salvation accordi 


the Foreknowledge of God the Father, * by 


thro Santtification of the Spirit unto Obe- 
dience, and ſprinkling of the Blood of Feſus 


Chrift, 1 Pet. i. 2. And may God the Fa- 


ther, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, have 
all due Acknowledgments and Honours. 
I will allow to Cavenor that there may be 


many of the Divine Mediums whereby aur 
| Sal- 
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Salvation was either contrived, procured or 
applied, which may not be clear y revealed 
unto. us, and therefore are not neceſſary to 
be acknowledged, by us: But thoſe Me- 
ms, (viz..) the Sacrifice. of Cbriſt, and the 
Operations of the Holy Spirit, which are ſo 
carefully and fo Fadi revealed to us in 
Scripture, that our perſonal: Tranſactions 
with the great God may be managed thro? 
the Merit of the one, and the Influence of 
the other, theſe are neceſſary to be acknow- 
ledged and received whereſoever this Reve- 
lation comes with ſufficient Light and Evi- 
dence. .What are the chief Reaſons why 
the Names of the Son of God and his bleſſed 
Spirit are revealed from Heaven to be of 
ſtanding uſe in the Religion of Mankind 
_ thro! all the Ages of Chriſtianity, if it be 
not. that one may be acknowledged as the 
Redeemer of his People, and the other as the 
Sanfifier ; and that there may be a conti- 
nual Dependance on the Merit of the one, 
and the Influences of the other in all our 
Tranſactions with God? -*Tis thro* Feſus 
- who is our Peacemaker by bis Blood, that we 
both Ferws and Gentiles have our ceſs by one 
Spirit unto the Father, Epheſ. ii. 18. The 
Blood of the Sacrifice has paved out a ea 
and a living way to God, and the powerful 
Influences of the Spirit conduct us in that 
Way. Dreadful Hazard of miſſing God, 
if we. renounce the Way when it is ſo — 
ewn 
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ſhewn us, and refuſe this Divine Conducter 
who offers his Aſſiſtance 

I muſt confeſs for my own Part, I would 
not for a World venture my Soul upon the 
meer Mercy of God without anyRegard to the 
Atonement of Chriſt, - nor truſt to be re- 
new'd by the Powers of Nature without 
ſeeking * Operations of the Spirit of 
Grace, ſince they are reveaPd in Scripture 
with ſo much Evidence : Yet neither to 
gain a World would I dare ſet up for a 
Judge, aud pronounce Hell and Damnation 
upon any ſuch humble and ſincere Soul, as 
Cavenor ſaith he is acquainted with; ſuch a 
Soul who repents of Sin, who loves God 
heartily, and receives the Goſpel of - Chriſt 
as his only Hope ; and at the ſame Time 
with humble Prayer and Diligence ſeeks 
after all Divine Truth, tho? he has not yet 
been able to receive theſe Doctrines in the 
full ſcriptural Senſe of them, and is afraid to 
believe them for want of fuller Conviction. 
Whereſoever ſuch a Perſon is found, I am 
well perſuaded, * the blefſed God, who is 
himſelf the Author of all this good Work 
in his Heart, will not ſuffer him to periſh 
for want of Knowledge. Our great High 


Prieſt can have Compaſſion on the Ignorant and 


en them that are out of the Way. If the Be- 
hef of his Atonement be neceſſary to their 
Salvation, he will find ways to illuminate 


the Mind and convince the Conſcience, and 


will 
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E oſtle to 


them, as he did to Cornelius, —— any 
r Con- 


—_— Sentence. 


ieee SE OSESESETHIST 
s E Cr. VII. 


The tranſcendent Ae f the Do- 
&rines of the Atonement of Chri t and 


the Sanctification of the & pirit to- 
ward all Chriſtian Duties. 


H EN Chariſtes had kniſhed his 
Diſcourſe, Cavenor, acknow | 
how much he was pleaſed and profited by 
the greateſt Part of it: And I think, faid 
he, I ſhall become a Convert of Paulinus 
and you, if you canclear up one Point of 
Difficulty that ſticks with me ſtill, and that 
is, that you ſuppoſe the Chriſtian Duties of 
Repentance, Faith and Love, Prayer and 
Hope, with univerſal Obedience, to be 
built on this particular Doctrine of the 
Atonement for Sin by the Blood of Chr}. 
E confeſs the Scriptures you have brought 
ſeem to give ſome Countenance to it; but 
does not Apgrippa's Creed ſecure the Ne- 
ceſſity of all the ſame Duties? Suppoſe that 
Chriſt died only as a Martyr for the — 
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of Pardon and Peace and eternal Life to be 
obtain'd by Repentance and new Obedience; 
and ſuppoſe yet further, that he was put to 
Death alſo to ſhew, in a Way of Emblem, 
that Sin deſerved Death ; are not Chriſtians 
under the ſame Obligations to believe the 
Doctrine of Cbriſt, and to fulfil theſe Du- 
ties, as tho' he died a Sacrifice to make 
Atonement for Sin? This is certain, that 

the bleſſed God would never ſend his own 

Son, nor would his Son ever come down 

from Heaven, meerly to bring Meſſages of 
Notion and Speculation to Mankind, if 

they have not a peculiar and conſiderable 
Influence upon the Practice of Piety and 
Virtue. Tell me therefore plainly, Chariſtes, 

what Advantages has the Doctrine of the 
Atonement of Chriſt and the ſanfifying Ope- 
Cole, iq Spirit to promote practical 

ſo — beyond Agrippa's Creed. 

This Taſk, 1 0 Char, 5 I readily 
and: chearfully accept, and will endeavour 

to make it appear in ſeveral Inſtances what 

4 ſuperior Influence on true Piety and Good- 
neſs our Doctrines have above all that Agrip- 

: 4's Creed can pretend to, 

And firſt- lr the Auanemen: 
of Cbriſt. peculiar Advantages that it 
has to —— — Chtiſtian Duties are ſuch 
. 

I. It gives us more * and dreadful 

Loy of Sin, and awakens us by a more 
ſolemn 
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ſolemn Motive to ſincere and hearty Repen- 
tance : For hereby it appears that Sin 'is 
ſo highly offenſive-to the bleſſed God, that 
he could not think fit to forgive it in his 
Creatures, even where he deſign*d'to ſhew 
Mercy to them, without requiring Tome 
Compenſation for the Honours of his broken 
Law; and that by ſuch a glorious Sacrifice 
as his own Son. Does not Sin appear more 
hateful when God thought it requiſite that 
ſuch a Divine Perſon, who is one with the 
Father, ſhould pay down his Life and 
Blood, and yield to ſo many Agonies of 
Soul, if he would undertake to expiate the 
Guilt of it? What is there in all the Pre- 
tences of the Death of Chriſt as a Witneſs 
to the Truth of his Goſpel, or as a mere 


Repreſentation of what our Sins deſerved, | 


what is there, I ſay, in all this, comparable 
to the grand and awful Idea, that the Son of 
God muſt be made a Sacrifice before the 
Evil of Sin could be removed, even by a 
God of Mercy and F orgiveneſs? ? This more 
_ powerfully excites us to hate all Sin, and that 
with greater Deteſtation, to ſeek the OR 
tification of it with a warmer Zeal, 
mourn more ſenſibly for our paſt Tan. 
greſſions, and to walk with greater Watch- 
fulneſs for time to come, leſt we again defile 
our Souls with ſuch Abominations which the 
Soul of God hates with ſo intenſe and irre- 
concilable a Hatred. 


H II. This 
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IT. This Doctrine of the Atonement of 
Chriſt for our Sins raiſes in us much more | 
grand and ſublime Ideas both of the Juſtice | 
and of the Mercy of God, than if Sin were | 
. pardon'd without an Atonement, and teaches 
us to contemplate thoſe Perfections of the 
Divine Nature with double Veneration and 
Acknowledgment. By this means our religious 
Fear of God will be greatly increaſed, and I 
our Love to him be inflamed to a much | 
higher Degree, as indeed the Benefit of | 
our Forgiveneſs, when *tis ſet in this Light, [ 
requires. Sinners will be more effectually y 
deterr'd from venturing to affront that Juſtice I 
which will not ſuffer Mercy itſelf to pardon a 
Sin without a Satisfaction to the Rights of v 
Government. Such Juſtice will be more a 
revered which would not ſpare the Son of fl 
God himſelf when he had undertaken to b 
become a Sponſor for guilty Creatures: And 7 
Mercy will be adored with ſo much greater A 
” 

al 

A 

M 
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pa 
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Gratitude, ſince God himſelf, the Perſon 
offended, hath in his rich Mercy found out 
and provided ſuch a full Satisfaction for his 
Juſtice. I do but hint theſe Things, Cave- 

mor, in brief Language to your Judgment 

in this Converſation, which if mention'd 

by a Preacher, would furniſh out abundant 
Matter for Amplification and Oratory. 

III. The Condeſcenſion, the Compaſſion | 
and Love of our bleſſed Saviour is repreſented to 

in a much more glorious Light by this Do- of 
| - 3 "'Arine 
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ctrine of his ſuffering as a Sacrifice in the 
room. and ſtead of guilty Creatures, and 
it ſhould engage our Returns in Love in a 
much higher Proportion. Pray, Cavenor, 
think with your ſelf, ſhould a Perſon come 
down from Heaven to preach to you For- 
giveneſs of Sins upon Repentance, . and in 
order to aſſure you of the Truth and Autho- 
rity of his Commiſſion, ſhould he expoſe 
himſelf to Death to bear Witneſs to his 
Meſſage, or ſhould he ſuffer himſelf to be 
put to Death to ſhew you 1n Emblem what 
your Sins required, would this repreſent his 
Love and Compaſſion to you in half ſo high 
a Degree, as if you who are the Offender - 
were demanded by God himſelf to terrible 
and eternal Execution, unleſs you could 
find a Surety to ſuffer for you, and the 
| bleſſed Feſus ſept forth and freely became 
your Surety, and had the Agonies and the 
Anguiſh of Death executed upon him in 
your ſtead z and ſuppoſe thereupon you 
were not only releaſed from Bonds, but had 
alſo a Title to eternal Life given you on the 
Account of what he had done and ſuffer'd ? 
Methinks the Love manifeſted in the one 
Caſe above the other is ſuperior to all Com- 
pariſon, and demands a more abundant 
Meaſure of our Gratitude and Affection. 
As for the meer Proof of his Commiſſion 
to publiſh Pardon to Penitents, the Miracles 
of Chriſt effected this much more than his 
a1 Kii Death 
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Death cculd do: Nay his Death could ne- 
ver have done it without his Miracles. All 
that his voluntary Death could pretend to, 
was to witneſs his own Sincerity in bringing 
this Meſſage, but it could never of itſelf 
prove this Meſſage to be Divine. And as 
r the Demonſtration of what your Sins 
deſerved, this was perhaps more effectually 
manifeſted to the World in Emblem by 
bleeding Lambs and Bullocks every Day, 
Month, and Year, than by the ſingle Death 
of Chriſt once in 6000 Years. But neither 
Miracles, nor Bullocks, nor Lambs, no 
Wonders wrought, nor bleeding Beaſts ſa- 
<rificed, could ever expreſs fuch amazing 
Pity and Love as the Son of God expreſs'd 
by dying as your Surety, agonizing in the 
midſt of Torments which you ſhou'd have 
ſuffer d, and expiring in your ſtead. Would 
not this excite and kindle your Love to a 
dying Saviour in a much ſuperior Degree to 
all the Repreſentations and Pretences of 
Agrippa's Creed? And would you not think 
all your Zeal and your future Diligence in 
Obedience infinitely his Due, who had done 
and ſuffer d ſo much for you ? Theſe 
Thoughts were doubtleſs warm and power- 


ful in the Heart of the bleſſed Apoſtle, 


when he is cruciſyd and grows dead to every 
Thing by the Croſs of Chriſt, when he lives 
only to the Service of Chriſt, who loved me, 
faith he, and gave himſelf for me. "NE 

| 3 IV. Our 
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IV. Our Faith and Hope in Aa 


Grace of God is greatly incouraged; ' and 
confirm'd, and exalted to much higher De- 


grees by che Appearance of Chriſt's dying as 
a Surety and Subſtitute in our room and 
ſtead, than ever it could be by the meer 
Suppoſition of his Death as, an Atteſtation 
to the Truth of his Doctrine, or as a mere 
I of what our Sins deſerved. 'Let- 
me repreſent the Matter to you, Cavenor, in 
this manner. Suppoſe a whole Province 
under the Dominion of ſome great King 
ſhould have rebell'd againſt him, and as he 
has ſhewn himſelf upon all Occaſions: a a 
Prince of ſtri&t Juſtice, ſo he has made it 
appear that he has equal Sentiments of Com- 
paſſion and Mercy: Suppoſe this offended 
Sovereign ſhould ſend his only Son with a 
Meſſage of Forgiveneſs to all that would 
lay down their Arms and return to their 
Allegiance, and ſhould: appo 
yield up his Life to diſcover how ſincere he 
was in the Delivery of his Father's Meſſage : 
Or ſuppoſe he ſhould be required to die in 
their Sight in order to repitſent to them 
that each one of all thoſe Millions of Re- 
bels had deſerved Death, I grant there 
| would be ſome tron, Debit +» for theſe 
Traitors to repent and return to their Duty, 
and truſt in che Merey of the King: 


Tho 
by the Way, ' this King would ſeem to be 
not over-wiſe, if he were ſo n 
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Life and Blood of his own Son, — 
x a Perſon of his Dignity to die for two 
W Lis ang as a much meaner and more 

ht attain. 


f 9 — now on — hi other hand ſuppoſe bs 
ſhould ſend them a much kinder Meſſage 


guilty of ſuch Rebellion, yet he was very 
unwilling ſo large a Province of his Domi- 
nion ſhould periſh, and yet his Laws and 


his Government demanded their Lives, un- 


leſs ſome Surety or Subſtitute could be 
found who had Dignity enough to equal 
the Value of all the guilty Number, and at 
the ſame Time had Compaſſion enough to 


ſtand in their ſtead, and to become a Sacri- 


fice for them : | Suppoſe then that the King's 


Son himſelf by the Father's Appointment ' 


ſhould give up himſelf as a Surety and Sa- 
crifice to die 1n their Room, - and to redeem 


their Lives with his own, with Afurance 
that every repenting Criminal ſhould, enjoy 
the Benefit of this Redemption. As this 
would be a much more abundant Evidence 
of the Juſtice, and Mercy of the King, 
would it not alſo incourage the Faith and 


Hope of the poor guilty Creatures in his 
Forgiveneſs to a much ſuperior 


when they ſaw the Royal Sacrifice as their 


Surety before them? Such is the 
Goodneſs of the Son of God; ſuch is the 
. and now the Sinner 

amonęſt 


by his Son, (viz.) that tho* they had been 
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amongſt Mankind who repent and truſt in 
this Mercy, may be more abundantly af- 
ſured. of Forgiveneſs, for they can ſay God 
is not only Faithful to his Word, but J 
to his Son in forgiving penitent Offenders z 
be is faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, 
for the Blood of Feſus Chriſt bis Son redeemeth 
and cleanſeth us from all Unrighteouſneſs. He / 
will never exact the dreadful Puniſhment of 
the principal Offenders ſince he has received 
ſo honourable a Satisfaction from the Surety. 

Here is Fuſtice itſelf as well as Mercy in- 
gaged on the Side of Forgiveneſs, which 
gives a bolder Affurance to our Faith and 
Hope of Pardon and Salvation, 
V. I might add that our holy Freedom or 
 Confilence i in Prayer is rais'd higher, and all 
our Addreſſes to the Throne of Grace in 
and by Jeſus as a Mediator and Interceſſor, 
are much mere animated, encouraged, and - 
ſupported by the Sacrifice of the Son of 
God than by any of the Doctrines of Agrip- 
pd's Creed: And therefore the ſacred Wri- 
ter to the Hebrews. expreſſes himſelf thus, 
ch, x. v. 19. We bave Boldneſ or Confidence, 
Brethren, to enter into the Holieſt by the Blood 
of Feſus ; and v. 22, Let us draw near in 
full Aſſurance of Faith, having our Hearts 
forinkled, 1. e. with this Blood, from an evil 
or guilty Conſcience, But Ferventio has pa- 
raphras'd on this Text already, and there- 
tore I am brief. | 
4 Beſides, 
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Beſides, our Prayers gain further Encou- 
ragement hereby, for we know now that 
the riſen and aſcended Saviour pleads for no- 
thing on our Account but what he himſelf 
has purchaſed with his own Blood: And 
we venture to aſk the bi and the beſt of 
his B in his Name, becauſe he pleads 
for them allas the Fruit of his own'Purchaſe, 
for he has paid the Price of his Life for 
them, when he died to redeem” us from 

every Curſe. 
_ _ Thus much in reſpect of the ſeveral Chri- 

ſtian Duties that relate 7 God and his Son 
Jeſus. 
VI. In the laſt Place let us conſider what 
Influence the Death of Chriſt as a Sacrifice in 
our ſtead may have upon our Love, and all 
our conſequent Duties to our fellow Creatures, 
above and beyond what the Death of Chriſt 
could have in any other View. Here we 
ſhall be plentifully convinced if we do but 
take one ſingle Scripture and try to explain 
it both ways; that is 1 John iii. 16. Herehy 
perceive we the Love of God, becauſe he laid 
down his Life for us, and we ought to lay down 
our Lives for the Brethren. - Agrippa would 
explain it thus: Jeſus the Son of God bore 
Teftimony to his Goſpel with his own 
Blood, or he fuffer'd Death to ſhew us by 

y of Emblem what our Sins required, 
| therefore we ought to lay down our 

Lives for one another, Surely the W 
ere 
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here does not ſeem ſo ſtrong, nor the Con- 
nexion ſo plain as to reach the Conſcience 

* every Chriſtian with Evidence and Power. 

But * Paulinus were to explain it, I 
dare venture even in his Preſence to ſay 
that he would make the Force of St. Foby's 
reaſoning appearing much more evident and 
conſtraining thus: Feſus Chriſt the Son of 
God, whom this Evangeliſt more than once 
repreſents as God himſelf, took human Fleſh 
and Blood upon him, that he might be ca- 
pable of dying as a Ranſom: for his Bre- 
thren, the Sons of Men; and he actually laid 
down his Life as a Surety to ſave them from 
dying : Surely then we whoare the Followers 
of Chriſt ſhould be ready to lay down our 
Lives for our Brethren, when Providence 

calls us to it. L need not aſk you, Caventr, 
which of theſe Doctrines carries the x 

and ftrongeſt Inference and Motive with it 
for our Love to our Fellow-Chriftians, even 
in the moſt glorious and ang In- 
ſtances of it ? 

Thus far have T been ſhewing ſome of the 

Advantages which the Death of Chrift, con- 
ſider'd as an Atonement for Sin, has to en- 
gage us in all Chriſtian Duties, above the 

View of his Death in any other Confidera- 

tion. Let me now ſpeak a Word or two 

to ſhew how ſweet and powerful an Influence 
the Doctrine of our Regeneration and Santti- 
fication by the Spirit of God CE: 


finds his 
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us to Repentance and Holineſs, and to make 
us truly Penitent and Holy, above thoſe 
Views and Purpoſes of the meer extraordi- 
nary Operations of the Spirit which Agripp 


repreſents. 
Agrippa tells us that by the miraculous 


Gifts of the Spirit of God the Divine Pro- 


miſe of Pardon upon our Repentance is 
confirm'd and eſtabliſh'd: And I grant 
Cavenor, that this has, or ſhould have, a 

very proper moral Influence on Men to re- 
pent, and *tis a Spring of powerful Per- 
ſuaſion to Sinners to return to God, But 
when a poor convinced awaken'd Sinner 
ature ſtrongly inclined to Exil, 
and the Thoughts of his Heart running after 
Vanity and Folly ; when he experiences in 
himſelf a natural Averſion to what is Holy 
and Divine, as well as Weakneſs to what is 
good; when he feels how feeble are all his 
beſt Vows and Reſolutions, tho* repeated 


a hundred times over; when he finds him-. 
ſelf ſurrounded with a thouſand Tempta- 


tions in this World on all Sides, to allure 
his Heart away from God, and to diſcou- 
rage him in his Purſuit of Piety and Virtue, 
he is ready to fink under the mighty Diſ- 
-  couragements, and to give up all for loſt ; 
for he finds himſelf by no means able to ſub- 
due his own Corruptions, nor to vanquiſh 
the Temptations which on every Side attack 


| - him, Here it 18 he wants a mighty Helper: 


And 
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And if he can read among the Bleſſings of 
the Goſpel the promiſed Aids and Influ- 
ences of the bleſſed Spirit to be given to them 
who ask it, in order to mortify his Sins, to 
ſtrengthen him for every Duty, to change- 
his evil Nature, and renew the Image of 
God in him, and enable him to vanquiſh 
his huge Temptations, this puts new Life 
and Courage into his Heart, and awakens 
and invigorates all the Springs of Activity 
within him. He works out his own Salvation 
with all holy Diligence becauſe God has pro- 
miſed his Spirit to work in bim both to will 
and to do. Luk. xi. Rom. viii. Phil. ii. &c. 
And what think you now, Cavenor ? 
Are not theſe Advantages toward all the 
Duties of the Chriſtian Life which are de- 
rived from the Doctrine of Paulinus vaſtly 
tranſcendent to all the Principles of Agrippa's 
Here Cavenor ſeem'd to ſtand muſing in 
a ſort of aſtoniſhed Silence, and at laſt with 
Tears in his Eyes broke out into a paſſionate 
Addreſs to Heaven. Forgive me, O my 
God, that ever J conſented to forſake thoſe 
holy Doctrines which I was taught in my 
younger Years, Bleſſed Jeſus, forgive me 
that ever I ſhould be ſo eaſily led aſtray from 
thy Word, and part with the Bleſſings of 
thy atoning Sacrifice, and thy ſanctifying 
Spirit. I lie at thy Foot a humble Penitent, 
and a willing Convert to thy Divine 2 
| W 


= 
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which theſe my dear Friends have been 
ſent this ie! Providence to ſet before 
me in ſo | and convincing a Light: 
And may 7 dare to make the leaſt De- 
parture from them again, tho* under the 


ſtrongeſt Temptations, but hve and die un- 
der their bleſſed Influence. 


er vm. 


4 Pyeſtion about a Miniſter's Preoching 
_ Agrippa's Doctrine regalved, with beur- 


Elan 2 for. Agrippa * all his 


HIS laſt Scene had ene in it 
ſo tender and pious, ſo powerful and 
3 that the whole Company felt a 
facred and uncommon Pleaſure. Paulinus 
and Ferventio abundantly expreſs'd the Joy 
of their Hearts, nor was Chariſtes wanting 
in his Thankfulneſs to God on this Occafion. 
Cavenor, when the devout Rapture a little 
ſubſided, turn'd himſelf to Paulinus and 
Chariftes, and in a moſt moving Manner ex- 


preſſed the ' everlaſting Obligations he lay 


under to their Diſcourſes. You have reco- 
ver d me, ſaid he, by the Grace of God, 


from 


{ 
| 
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from the dangerous Snare in which I was = 
Captive, and reduced me to the Faith of the 
Goſpel. Pray, Paulinus, permit me to co- 
Py. out your Queries, that I may conyey 
them to AMrippa. Who knows what happy 
Influence they may have- towards his Reco- 
very too, if the bleſſed Spirit of God con- 
cur with my Deſign ? I thank you alſo good 
Fecerventio, for that ſhare you have had in 
Converſion ; for tho? I cou d not but 
ſome want of Charity in your Diſcourſe, 
and perhaps I reply'd a little too roughly, 
yet your Words had ſo much Spirit in them, 
as help'd to awaken my Stupor, to rouze 
me out of my Indolence and Miſtake, and 
made me more ſuſceptive of better Inſtru- 
Ctions. G 
{ b Iam glad, faid Ferventio, if an thing 
I have ſaid hath been bleſs'd by the Prove. 
| dence of God to any uſeful OE. and 1 
hope I have not loſt my Share of Profit by 
all this Converſation. Yet I beg leave be- 
fore the Company parts, to aſk Chariſtes one 
Queſtion relating to the foregoing Part of 
his Diſcourſe. He has informed us of his 
charitable Sentiments towards Perſons who 
are called Chriſtians, and yet do not believe 
thoſe. two great and-blefſed Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity : I cannot deny, Sir, but there 
are ſome Appearances of Reaſon in what 
you have ſpoken, and perhaps tis not pro- 
per to pronounce an univerſal Sentence of 
N | Con- 
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Condemnation upon theſe Men, I grant ſome 
of my Expreſions may have been too poſi- 
'tive, warm and 4 and I ſhall think 
more of your manner of reaſoning in order 
to enlarge my Charity towards Perſons under 
great Errors. But u. what would you ſay, Sir, 
to one who pretends to be a Miniſter of the 
Nur ral who denies theſe Doctrines, and 
to the People Agrippa's Creed ? 
| 27 my ure I declare my Opinion freely, 
cannot believe him to be a Miniſter of 
Cbriſt or his Goſpel, and I ſhould think it 
my Duty to diſcourage his Preaching to the 
utmoſt, and perſuadeall my Friends to avoid 


Dim as they would avoid Poiſon, or the Pe- 
ſtilence. I think tis preaching another Goſ- 


pel, as St. Paul calls it, Gal. i. 6-9. or ſuch a 
Perverſion of the Goſpel of Chriſt that if any 
Man whatſoever, or an Angel from Heaven 
ſhould preach it, I believe the great Apoſtle 
wou'd ſay, Let him be accurſed. 
Truly, Sir, reply*d Chariſtes, tho? I have 


learnt to attend with Reverence and Profit 


upon the Labours of Miniſters who have 
had very different Sentiments upon many 
Points in Chriſtianity, yet I think I ſhould 
never encourage Men to ſet up for Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, who renounce two of the 
chief Doctrines for which a Goſpel Miniſtry 
ſeems to be inſtituted, who ion two of 
the chief Mediums by which Sinners are in- 


33 and encouraged to repent and return to 
| Ged, ,/ 4 


Tf # 


\ 
; 
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| God, and who leave out of their P 
the two chief Bleſſings for which Chrift and 
the & 
could 
any 


1 were reveaPd to the World. 1 
it my Duty to give them 
een in their Work: I could 
never tay Guide Herd, left I ſhould be Partaker 
f their evil Deeds. Yet ſince I am not an 
Apoſtle; 1 would not pronounce a Curſe 
upon them, but I would pray for them with 
ſincere and hearty Addreſſes to the Mercy- 
Seat, that they might be taught better them- 
ſelves before they proceeded to teach others, 
leſt if the Blind lead the Blind thro? a falſe 
Way, in the midſt of Day-light and Sun- 
beams and many Warnings, they ſhould both 
fall into the Pit and periſh in their choſen 
Darkneſs. ' _ 

May the God of Li e Teach 00mm 
the Eyes of all ſuch as go aſtray, guide them 
into the Paths of Grace and Peace, - and in- 

_ cline them to ſubmit their Souls to his Con- 
duct in the Way to Happineſs ! May they be 
ſo wiſe as to take heed, that they reſiſt not 
any Degrees of Scriptural Light breaking in 
upon their Minds in their Searches after 
Knowledge, leſt they provoke God to aban 
don them to their own Darkneſs for ever. 
He is a jealous God, tender of the Honours 
and Offices of his Son, and of the Dignity 
of his bleſſed Spirit in his Divine en, ons. 
Far be it 2 me in the midſt of my cha- 
ritable Language, to * any thing bond 


ſeeking and enjoyingth 


9 | 


i ot. The Brier Chil Se vm 
7 od i the 1 | 
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as our great Sierifice- «f — 


2 Influences 
of the Holy Spirit, . honour- 
able Profeſſors of the Goſpel & the peculiar 
. :Glories'of it, and beifilpthustrain'd up for 
Heaven, way: at lab poſſeſs'd of compleat 

Salvation! N 
Theſe pious Wiſhes of Chariſſes were pro- 


5 Air of Devotion and 


added their hearty 


| ' Goodneſs, that all. the Gentlemen preſent 
Amen to them. Ferventio 


+ © Was ſo much pleaſed with all' his Diſcourſe 


And his agreeable Manner, that ſince he 
fund amidſt all his Charity he maintain'd a 
| "Zeal for the Truths of the Goſpel, he took 

_ "a good liking to the Man, and entreated fur- 

aber * with him. Here the Con- 

verſation ended and the r 6 72 


| _*with Mutual Cres”. 
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